Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025-2026
Assertions:
Assertion1 - Year end bank statement of all accounts to support balances on the bank reconciliation – enclosed.
Assertion 4 – A copy of the website link showing the 24/25 audited AGAR and completion notice being displayed - https://amble.gov.uk/administration/financial-information/external-audit/
Assertion 7 – A copy of the meeting minutes showing the authority’s consideration of the 24/25 external auditor report – enclosed
Additional Information:
· A bank reconciliation showing balances of all bank and building society accounts 31 March 2026 – enclosed
· Explanation of significant variances – enclosed
· Reconciliation of Box 7 and 8 - enclosed
· Earmarked Reserves
· Council allocates its earmarked reserves for future projects and pieces of work.  Enclosed is the most recent allocation as agreed by Members. The 2025-2026 allocation will be agreed after the completion of the 25/26 accounts to ensure accuracy. 
· Confirmation of Contact Details - enclosed
· Notice of appointment for Electors rights - enclosed
Details of action taken in respect of all recommendations made by external audit in 2024/25:
The Accounts and Audit Regulations require that the Authority publishes Sections 1 and 2, a declaration that the status of the statement of accounts is 'unaudited' and a statement that sets out details of how public rights can be exercised on a free to access website (Item 1.28). This requirement has not been met for the 2024/25 accounts. In future, the Council needs to ensure that it can always meet its statutory obligations in relation to publishing accounts and advertising public rights. It should also mark the assertion regarding providing proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors' rights as "No" when completing the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
This occurred because the documentation, although displayed in noticeboards correctly, had been scanned to our website single sided and therefore the full document was not there.  This issue was rectified as soon as it was brought to our attention via a telephone call with yourselves before the completion of audit, however was too late.  Care has been taken to ensure that scanned copies of unaudited and audited accounts have been copied / scanned double sided when published and that all information is present.  Wording for 2025-2026 has been updated.  As a result of this other matter, the assertion regarding providing proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors' rights has been marked as "No" when completing the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
Details of any reasons for the selecting any of the Annual Governance Statement (section 1) assertions as “No”
As per the 2024-2025 audit, Council has ticked no in assertion 4 (Section 1) as per the guidance received on the completion of the 24-25 audit.  Council has ensured that the 25-26 is compliant.
Internal Audit Report – enclosed.
Details of assertion 10 compliance – enclosed.
Annual Governance and Accountability Statement – enclosed.

