AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL - March 2024

The Minutes of the Ordinary Full Council meeting of Wednesday 13 March 2024,
6.00pm Fourways 2, 6 Dilston Terrace, Amble.

PRESENT:
C Weir (Chair) H Lewis, K Morrison, M Joyce, | Parks, P Dancer, C Palmer, D
Bewley, J Watson (NCC) and T Clerk (NCC)

A Kruk — Minute Taker

OPEN SESSION

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: (maximum 15 minutes)
In line with Standing Order 3d-I members of the public may at the invitation of the

Chairman ask questions, make representations, and provide information to the Coun
in respect of the business on the agenda or any other Town Council services.
There were no members of the public present.

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED

212. APOLOGIES
None given

CIl. Weir Welcomed back CliIr. Bewley.

213. BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE

213.1 To receive an update on the Co-Option

There have been no West Ward applicants to date. All members agreed on the Co-option
update.

214. To receive any declarations of interest from Members:
Members are asked to review their completed Register of Interest forms to ensure that
they are accurate and up to date.

Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in items
on the agenda, as required by the Amble Town Council Code of Conduct for Members and
by the Localism Act 2011, now or as they come up in the agenda process.

Members are asked to review their completed Register of Interest forms to ensure that they
are accurate and up to date.

215. MINUTES: TOWN COUNCIL
215.1: To consider the minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2024, items 192-
Resolution: The minutes of 8" February 2024 were approved as a true record.

ALL
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216. CLERK’S REPORT:
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council notes the contents of the report and
consider actions where necessary.

216.1 Clerks Report
That the Council notes the contents of the report and consider actions where
necessary. Accepted and Approved.

217. CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS and REPORT:

To receive the communications and report of the Chairman pertaining to Council
Business:

217.1: Chairman

The Chair attended an Amble Juniors football session at JCSC Sports Hall to present the
football equipment purchased by the Town Council.

217.2: Vice Chairman

All activities are contained within the agenda.

218. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS:
218.1: To receive a report from County Councillor Clark

LTP links Avenue surface work not completed carry out over 2 years to the top of Phillip
Drive.

A request has been made for an update of Percy Drive crossing and so far, there has
received no response. Note that other areas have waited upto 10 years for their crossing
to be installed. NCC already agreed with ATC this would go ahead and the budget has
also been agreed.

Grass cutting — A meeting took place with Park Leisure and costings have gone.

Cutting back of shrubs: NCC shrubs/trees overgrown at the Lord Majors field, yet to
determine if the trees are NCC or caravan site responsibility?

The Roundabout A1068 Amble to Radcliffe — agreed work needs doing to the gullies, this
has not yet been done. Agreed that outside contractor’s level of work needs to be monitored
and checked on completion. Noted there is a lack of communication between NCC
Neighbourhood services and Locality, ClIr Clark has asked for an update from Paul Jones
— No response as yet.

Coble Quay — ClIr. Watson is pushing for an Easter deadline for repairs to be completed.
Turner Street carpark: people are climbing over the fence — there should have been a cut
through for pedestrians at some point. Clir. Lewis said no cut was ever intended.

Grit Bins — confirmed these will be green.

Cameras — To check with the Town Clerk that the forms were completed and submitted.
Council Tax complaint — No response from NCC sent to the owner. There has been
extension work at property — NCC planning enforcement is investigating.

218.2: To receive a report from County Councillor Watson

Acklington Road — mud from field site, confirmed that the contractors have a wheel wash
and that they have been scrapping the road.

TC

JW
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Resurface work, bus stop layby all to go ahead.

Clir Parks asked about the lack of white lines down middle of road, Cllr Watson to follow
this up.

New houses — Clir Watson wanted a different road access into the estate, but NCC
Highways had already accepted the current layout. There was a meeting last week to
discuss layout — Jeff frustrated at road layout. ATC also raised concerns about road layout
and had suggested that construction traffic access A1068 turn off at the farm.

Excess soil from the development site will not be removed as it is being used as part of the
landscaping. This will reduce some problems with access to/from the site.

NTC — Clir Watson has given a large grant for gates to the car park and replacement of the
fading white lines at the entrance. Clir Clark will chase up this up, emergency vehicles
cannot get out of the site due to poor parking on the street blocking the entrance.

Trees at the Braid have been cut back.

Development Trust Community Orchard — ClIr. Watson is funding a container for the tools
for the Youth Project for Amble Development Trust.

Cllr Weir stated that there was a project 3 years ago with plans drawn up and whips for a
hedge to be planted, previously the hedge was taken out after complaints of litter in hedges
at this site and anti-social behaviour. Parking issues at this site. Part of the planning
agreement is that parking will be open for public use and not locked at night. Insurance and
the cost of caretaker is also a factor.

3G site — no car parking available on site.

219. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES &
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS:
219.1 To receive the report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside bodies (Clir
Reports)

Notes of meeting with NTC 27/2, ClIr Weir

220. FINANCIAL REPORT:

220.1 To consider voucher numbers 261 for payment and 77 for receipt. Approved
220.2 Bank Reconciliation. Noted.

220.3 Year to date figures. Noted.

220.4 Grant Requests

Coquet Shorebase Trust. £540 to pay for registration and training fees to allow two
teenagers to undertake coaching qualification - Approved

Bailiffgate Museum. Generic request for £55. Agreed.

220.5 Request to increase the support to the Events Committee to £2000. Agreed to
increase up to £2,000 upon application for member’s decision.

220.6 To set up working party to carry out the 2023-24 grant audit. To ensure Council is
carrying out due diligence it must carry out an audit on the grants that it has awarded within
the financial year. The Clerk and delegated Members are to meet to discuss and review
grants awards and ensure that the grants have been spent on their intended purposes and
evidence of that has been provided. Council to delegate several Councilor's to work
alongside the Clerk. Clirs. Lewis, Dancer and Joyce were nominated and approved.
Agreed.

HL/
PD/
MJ
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220.7 To review and agree the payroll SLA with NCC. Members to review and agree the
payroll SLA with NCC. This SLA highlights costs for the service provided to the Town
Council. Approved

220.8 To review and approve the Statement of Internal Control and Financial

Risk Assessment. Members to review and approve the attached Statement of Internal
Control and Financial Risk Assessment. This has been updated to reflect the Internal
Auditor changes and the actions in terms of External Audit review. The only change is that
this goes with the External Audit and ATC has no petty cash so ignore this entry.
Approved.

220.9 To review and approve the Asset Register for 31 March 2024. Members are to review
the Asset Register as of 31 March 2024. The asset register will change as new items are
purchased and these will be listed separately going forward. Where there are
replacements, the lumped sum for these items will be reduced and the new figure input.
This final asset register figure is used in the AGAR. Approved.

221.AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:

221.1 To note the spoil removal at Amble West and outcome of meeting with

contractor

There appears to have been some communication issue in relation to the removal of the
spoil at Amble West. The contractor attended to remove the spoil without authorisation from
the Council. Staff were under the impression that a quotation would be submitted first. On
removing the spoil, the planting at the fountain was damaged due to the size of the vehicle
required to carry out the removal. The contractor has been informed of the mis-
communication and a meeting to discuss the remedial works had taken place on Thursday
7th March. Curb Stone damages, to discuss at a future Amenities meeting and possible
solutions to prevent this happening again. Noted

221.2 To discuss and agree the quotation received to repair the Water Feature

at Paddlers Park. The repair to the water feature will cost £695. Members to discuss /
agree. Agreed the feature would be repaired again whilst looking into other alternatives for
a replacement if it is damaged again. The cost can be put through as an insurance claim.
Something to be put in the next Newsletter to inform the public that this is yet another repair
to the existing feature due to vandalism and the costs spent to date are not sustainable in
the long term. Agreed

221.3 To agree quotation for additional testing of electrical equipment.

Fixed items of equipment require PAT testing at an additional cost of £170 for the first 12
items and £12 per item thereafter. As this is a health and safety requirement members to
agree. The heaters at the cemetery to be included as this is still used over winter. Agreed.
221.4 To note the request for Amble West Cemetery information from the Valuation Office
The valuation office has requested further information on West Cemetery to more
accurately assess the rates Council pay. The Clerk is working on providing this information
and will circulate to all once available. Noted.

222: PLANNING COMMITTEE

222.1 To note March 2024 Planning Outcomes. Noted

222.2 To note the update regarding pedestrian access off the A1068 for the Tantallon
development.

TC
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To note the application recommended for approval states “In this instance Active Travel
England has confirmed that the proposals meet their requirements and is well connected
through a connection on Acklington Road, a proposed path already secured by legal
agreement through the adjacent Persimmon site along the boundary with the James
Calvert Spence college, connections further afield to the south adjacent the green space
and a further path on the southern side of Acklington Road connecting to the school”. This
Is great news for pedestrian access. Noted and previously discussed.

222.3 To note the tree works on the A1068 North. Noted.

To note works undertaken with NCC approval to A1068 North towards The Braid. Noted

223. AGENDA ITEMS:

223.1 To review and adopt the Amble Town Council action plan for 2024-25

It is best practice for Council to adopt an action plan for the year ahead so that Council can
demonstrate that it is meeting its objectives. The attached draft plan is to be reviewed and
discussed prior to adoption at the AGM. Overview to include Hadston, and the
Seafarers/Peace Arch to be included. The Play equipment painting not to be added in with
the Cemetery Gates cycle. D-Day event to be re-phrased with the emphasis on Community
and not picnic. Noted.

223.2 To discuss and agree the rental for Gloster Hill Allotment 2024-25

Members to agree the rental increase for the Gloster Hill allotment. The tenancy agreement
states that the rental increase will be no greater than 5%. The current rental is £5.00 given
that the tenants spent £3000 on clearing the previous plot. Agreed to leave the ground
rent at £5.00.

223.3 To seek assurances from NCC that the commercial viability of the retail park is being
advertised appropriately and to request an update on the repair of the hoarding.

The hoarding of the retail park continues to have large areas missing, making the site very
unsightly and unattractive to prospective businesses. Members to agree contacting
Advance Northumberland to ask when these will be repaired. It has also been noted that
the company responsible for marketing the site is based in Leeds and the Council seeks
assurance that the site is being advertised and marketed appropriately. To check if
Advance Northumberland is still the correct name and who is the new Chair. Clir. Lewis
stated that their advertising firm was based in Leeds hence the Leeds address. Agreed
that the Town Clerk would write to Advance for clarification.

223.4 To receive an update regarding the Community Asset Transfer if available.

There has been no further update from NCC staff on the progress of the CAT or any further
figures in relation to the details the Council has requested. The report on the building
condition has been received and it is hoped there will be an on-site meeting to discuss this.
On-going.

223.5 To agree retrospective approval for the Newspage for March 2024

Members to agree. Thanks were given to Cllr. Joyce for his input. Agreed.

223.6 To receive an update on the support for an Amble Neighbourhood Plan and
determine whether sufficient to carry out.

The community was given until 9 March 2024 to decide whether anyone would be willing
to sit on the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group and provide the drive and
commitment to take the plan forward. An update will be provided at the Full Council
meeting. 9 people have volunteered, which is sufficient for a Steering Group. Date and

TC
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agenda for first meeting to elect members and set a date for Sarah Branningan from NCC
Planning to attend. Suggested meetings of the Steering Group to be at the end of the

month to feed back to Full Council. ClIr. Weir to be the representative for ATC. Agreed. Cw
223.7 To receive update on D-Day arrangements

Staff to provide an update at the meeting on events insurance and PRS license enquiries.
Costings are currently just below 2K. The program has been re-jigged to accommodate

the brass band. Clir Parks is working on an information leaflet. NTC asked if music/mikes

are needed. AK to check with Ben/PA system. Back-up music AK to email files to Ben, and

to check background music when laying the wreaths. Insurance and PRS license to be P/
chased up at the end of April. Noted. AK
223.8 To note the Estate Walkabouts arranged by NCC

NCC are arranging their own quarterly walkabouts separate to that of the Town Council. It

is thought that these will include residents once they are established however they are not
planned around other office or police availability and are therefore different to the ones that

the Town Council holds. Town Clerk to email the dates to the police. Noted. TC
223.9 To agree to request Christmas Lights Committee to hang town xmas tree lights.

Members discussed and agreed to asking the Christmas Lights Committee to put the tree

lights on the High Street Christmas tree when doing their lighting work. Agreed.

224. COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or

discuss where necessary the items.

224.1 Invite to Borderlinks Amble Open Days. No one attended this.

224.2 CAN Enews 26/2

224.3 Northumbria Police News 26/2

224.4 Invitation to Dark Skies Workshop 8 March 2024

224.5 To note the Hauxley Neighbourhood Plan consultation and deadline for responses
18 March 2024.

224.6 To note email regarding Coble Quay.

224.7 To note Hedge planting at the Welfare.

Amble Development Trust has requested volunteers to help plant hedging at the welfare
on 15 March 2024.

All the above Noted.

225. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION:
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items.

225.1 To note the outcome of the road markings consultation on Bisley Road

and Acklington Road.

225.2 To note Chairs attendance at NCC Civic Event 16 March 2024.

225.3 To receive notes of the meeting with the Football Association 13 February 2024
225.4 To receive notes of the Neighbourhood Planning meeting 6 February 2024
225.5 To note the latest update on PlayZone.

225.6 To receive notes of staff training from 21 February 2024 and 28 February 2024
225.7 To note the nominations to The Kings Garden Party have been submitted.
225.8 To receive notes of the SLA meeting if available.

225.9 To note request for free portrait of King Charles 11l Noted — Town Clerk to check if TC
this comes with a frame.
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225.10 To note fake Council social media page and action taken.

There appears to be a fake Council facebook page. The Town Clerk has contacted FB
admin to report and ask for the fake page to be removed.

225.11 To note LTP works to Acklington Road and Woodbine Street.

Works have begun on one side of Ackington Road and Woodbine Street but no bus pull in
or markings have been installed yet. Discussed previously.

All the above Noted.

226. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
226.1 11 April 2024, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2 at 6p.m.

227. DATES FOR DIARIES

7 th March 2024, 10.30am — Partnership Meeting with NCC, Council Office
12 th March 2024, 10.00am, Highways Infrastructure Manager, Council Office
12 th March 2024, Amble Fire Station, 5.00pm — Clir Weir Attended

13 th March 2024 NCC re: New Build JCSC

14 th March 2024, Town and Parish Council Conference 5.00pm, Clirs Parks and Joyce to
attend.

14 th March 2024, Royal Navy Event, Blyth, Clir Weir to attend.

15 th March 2024, 9.30am, JCSC

19 th March 2024, 5.30pm, Northumbria Police

28 th March 2024, 6.00pm, Amenities Committee

All the above Noted

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC: To consider passing the following resolution: That
under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the
following items on the agenda due to their sensitive nature.

No update has been received, as yet, from Amble Homes.

END

P/
MJ
Cw



