
Clerks Report – March 2024 
 
213. BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE 
213.1 To receive an update on the Co-Option 
There has been no West Ward applicants to date, 
 
214. To receive any declarations of interest from Members: 
Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other 
interests in 
items on the agenda, as required by the Amble Town Council Code of Conduct 
for 
Members and by the Localism Act 2011, now or as they come up in the agenda 
process.   
Members are asked to review their completed Register of Interest forms to ensure 
that they are accurate and up to date. 
 
220. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
220.1 To consider voucher numbers 261 for payment and 77 for receipt. 
To approve 
220.2 Bank Reconciliation 
To note 
220.3 Year to date figures 
To note 
220.4 Grant Requests 

• Coquet Shorebase Trust 
£540 to pay for registration and training fees to allow two teenagers to 
undertake coaching qualification  

• Bailiffgate Museum  
Generic enquiry £55 agreed at AGM 

220.5 To discuss the request to increase the support to the Events Committee 
to £2000 
Cllr Morrison has requested that the Council reconsider the amount awarded on 
application to the Events Committee and has requested that a sum of £2000 be 
considered.  
220.6 To set up working party to carry out the 2023-24 grant audit. 
To ensure Council is carrying out due diligence it must carry out an audit on the 
grants that it has awarded within the financial year.  The Clerk and delegated 
Members are to meet to discuss and review grants awards and ensure that the 
grants have been spent on their intended purposes and evidence of that has been 
provided. Council to delegate a number of Councillors to work alongside the Clerk. 
220.7 To review and agree the payroll SLA with NCC. 
Members to review and agree the payroll SLA with NCC.  This SLA highlights costs 
for the service provided to the Town Council. 
220.8 To review and approve the Statement of Internal Control and Financial 
Risk Assessment 
Members to review and approve the attached Statement of Internal Control and 
Financial Risk Assessment.  This has been updated to reflect the Internal Auditor 
changes and the actions in terms of External Audit review. 
220.9 To review and approve the Asset Register for 31 March 2024 



Members are to review the Asset Register as of 31 March 2024.  The asset register 
will change as new items are purchased and these will be listed separately going 
forward.  Where there are replacements, the lumped sum for these items will be 
reduced and the new figure input.  This final asset register figure is used in the 
AGAR. 
 
221.AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 
221.1 To note the spoil removal at Amble West and outcome of meeting with 
contractor 
There appears to have been some communication issue in relation to the removal of 
the spoil at Amble West.  The contractor attended to remove the spoil without 
authorisation from the Council.  Staff were under the impression that a quotation 
would be submitted first.  On removing the spoil, the planting at the fountain was 
damaged due to the size of the vehicle required to carry out the removal.  The 
contractor has been informed of the mis-communication and a meeting to discuss 
the remedial works takes place on Thursday 7th March. 
221.2 To discuss and agree the quotation received to repair the Water Feature 
at Paddlers Park 
The repair to the water feature will cost £695.  Members to discuss / agree. 
221.3 To agree quotation for additional testing of electrical equipment  
Further items of equipment require PAT testing at an additional cost of £170 for the 
first 12 items and £12 per item there after.  As this is a health and safety requirement 
members to agree. 
221.4 To note the request for Amble West Cemetery information from the 
Valuation Office 
The valuation office has requested further information on West Cemetery to more 
accurately assess the rates Council pay.  The Clerk is working on providing this 
information and will circulate to all once available. 
 
222: PLANNING COMMITTEE  
222.1 To note March 2024 Planning Outcomes 
To note 
222.2 To note the update regarding pedestrian access off the A1068 for the 
Tantallon development  
To note the application recommended for approval states “In this instance Active 
Travel England has confirmed that the proposals meet their requirements and is well 
connected through a connection on Acklington Road, a proposed path already secured 
by legal agreement through the adjacent Persimmon site along the boundary with the 
James Calvert Spence college, connections further afield to the south adjacent the 
green space and a further path on the southern side of Acklington Road connecting to 
the school”.  This is great news for pedestrian access. 
222.3 To note the tree works on the A1068 North 
To note works undertaken with NCC approval to A1068 North towards the Braid. 
 
223.   AGENDA ITEMS:  
223.1 To review and adopt the Amble Town Council action plan for 2024-25 
It is best practise for Council to adopt an action plan for the year ahead so that 
Council can demonstrate that it is meeting its objectives.  The attached draft plan is 
to be reviewed and discussed prior to adoption at the AGM. 
223.2 To discuss and agree the rental for Gloster Hill Allotment 2024-25 



Members to agree the rental increase for the Gloster Hill allotment.  The tenancy 
agreement states that the rental increase will be no greater than 5%.  The current 
rental is £5.00 given that the tenants spent £3000 on clearing the previous plot. 
223.3 To seek assurances from NCC that the commercial viability of the retail 
park is being advertised appropriately and to request an update on the repair 
of the hoarding. 
The hoarding of the retail park continues to have large areas missing, making the 
site very unsightly and unattractive to prospective businesses.  Members to agree 
contacting Advance Northumberland to ask when these will be repaired.  It has also 
been noted that the company responsible for marketing the site is based in Leeds 
and the Council seeks assurance that the site is being advertised and marketed 
appropriately.  
223.4 To receive an update regarding the Community Asset Transfer if 
available  
There has been no further update from NCC staff on the progress of the CAT or any 
further figures in relation to the details Council has requested. 
223.5 To agree retrospective approval for the Newspage for March 2024 
Members to agree. 
223.6 To receive an update on the support for an Amble Neighbourhood Plan 
and determine whether sufficient to carry out. 
The community were given until 9 March 2024 to decide whether anyone would be 
willing to sit on the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group and provide the drive 
and commitment to take the plan forward.  An update will be provided at the Full 
Council meeting. 
223.7 To receive update on D-Day arrangements 
Staff to provide an update at the meeting on events insurance and PRS license 
enquiries.  
223.8 To note the Estate Walkabouts arranged by NCC 
NCC are arranging their own quarterly walkabouts separate to that of the Town 
Council.  It is thought that these will include residents once they are established 
however they are not planned around other office or police availability and are 
therefore different to the ones that the Town Council holds. 
223.9 To agree to request Christmas Lights Committee to hang town xmas tree 
lights. 
Members to discuss and agree asking the Christmas Lights Committee whether they 
would also put the tree lights on the High Street Christmas tree when doing their 
lighting work. 
 
 
224. COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or 
discuss where necessary the items. 
224.1 Invite to Borderlinks Amble Open Days 
224.2 CAN Enews 26/2 
224.3 Northumbria Police News 26/2 
224.4 Invitation to Dark Skies Workshop 8 March 2024 
224.5 To note the Hauxley Neighbourhood Plan consultation and deadline for 
responses 18 March 2024 
224.6 To note email regarding Coble Quay 
To note 
224.7 To note Hedge planting at the Welfare 



Amble Development Trust have requested volunteers to help plant hedging at the 
welfare on 15 March 2024. 
To note en bloc 
 
225. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION: 
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items. 
225.1 To note the outcome of the road markings consultation on Bisley Road 
and Acklington Road 
225.2 To note Chairs attendance at NCC Civic Event 16 March 2024 
225.3 To receive notes of the meeting with the Football Association 13 
February 2024 
225.4 To receive notes of the Neighbourhood Planning meeting 6 February 
2024 
225.5 To note the latest update on PlayZone 
225.6 To receive notes of staff training from 21 February 2024 and 28 February 
2024 
225.7 To note the nominations to The Kings Garden Party have been 
submitted. 
225.8 To receive notes of the SLA meeting if available  
225.9 To note request for free portrait of King Charles III 
225.10 To note fake Council social media page and action taken 
There appears to be a fake Council facebook page.  This has been reported. 
225.11 To note LTP works to Acklington Road and Woodbine Street 
Works have begun on one side of Ackington Road and Woodbine Street but no bus 
pull markings have been installed yet. 
 
To note en bloc 
 
226.  DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  
226.1 11 April 2024, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2 at 6p.m. 
 
227. DATES FOR DIARIES 
7th March 2024, 10.30am – Partnership Meeting with NCC, Council Office 
12th March 2024, 10.00am, Highways Infrastructure Manager, Council Office 
12th March 2024, Amble Fire Station, 5.00pm 
13th March 2024 NCC re: New Build JCSC 
14th March 2024, Town and Parish Council Conference 5.00pm, Cllrs Parks & 
Joyce to attend 

14th March 2024, Royal Navy Event, Blyth, Cllr Weir to attend 
15th March 2024, 9.30am, JCSC 
19th March 2024, 5.30pm, Northumbria Police 
28th March 2024, 6.00pm, Amenities Committee 
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC: To consider passing the following 
resolution: That under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following items on the agenda due to their sensitive 
nature. 

 


