
AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL – NOVEMBER 2023 

1 

 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Full Council meeting of Thursday 9 November 2023, 
6.00pm Fourways 2, 6 Dilston Terrace, Amble. 
 
 
PRESENT: 
H Lewis, K Morrison, D Bewley. M Joyce, I Parks,(Chair of meeting) D Carmichael, C 
Palmer 

V Smith – Minute Taker  
 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: (maximum 15 minutes)  
In line with Standing Order 3d-l members of the public may at the invitation of the 

Chairman ask questions, make representations, and provide information to the Council in 

respect of the business on the agenda or any other Town Council services.  

There were no members of the public present. 

 

Crew Manager Matty Cairns from Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service. 

Representatives of Northumberland Fire and Rescue, Matty Cairns and Kerry Shotton, 

attended the meeting as part of their ongoing work to open up lines of communication 

with local organisations.  The officers gave a brief background of the working 

arrangements in Amble and the staffing levels.  Northumberland Fire and Rescue focus a 

lot of their work on prevention and protection and often carry out welfare checks where 

necessary.  In order to widen their reach they asked for details of other community groups 

who may benefit from their work.  

The Town Council agreed to circulate the details of any groups which may find this useful 

and consideration could be given to including details on the community website.  The 

officers were also encouraged to get their message out via The Ambler.   

Discussion continued around the parking issues on Acklington Road / Bisley Road.  The 

officers are due to set up a multi-agency meeting to discuss the matter.  There is currently 

a consultation regarding the implementation of double yellow lines in this area.  A parking 

solution has been suggested however this has not been accepted by the landowner. 

There were reports of some concerns regarding the two tier school system and the 

impact this has had on the younger children.  JCSC are aware of this. 

The fire officers also attended the fire at the East Allotments recently.  Fire and Rescue 

appliances are equipped with technology which identifies where fire hydrants are.  In the 

event that a hydrant is inaccessible, they have the power to access the hydrant by 

whatever means necessary. Matty and Kerry offered their services for any projects the 

Town Council have coming up. 
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BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED 
 

135.APOLOGIES  
Craig Weir – Holiday 
Paul Dancer – Personal Commitments 
Cllr Parks proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Lewis. 
Resolved.  Apologies accepted. 
 
136. To receive any declarations of interest from Members: 
Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests 
in 
items on the agenda, as required by the Amble Town Council Code of Conduct for 
Members and by the Localism Act 2011, now or as they come up in the agenda 
process.  Members are asked to review their completed Register of Interest forms 
to ensure that they are accurate and up to date. 
Cllr Carmichael declared an interest in items 143.4 due to his connection with AAHS. 
 
137. MINUTES: TOWN COUNCIL  
137.1: To consider the minutes of the meeting held on 12 October 2023, items 114-
134.1 
Resolved:  The minutes of the meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
138. CLERK’S REPORT:  
RECOMMENDATION – That the Council notes the contents of the report and 
consider actions where necessary.  
138.1 Clerks Report attached 
Cllr Lewis proposed acceptance of the report. 
Cllr Parks seconded the report. 
Resolution: the report was accepted.  The Clerk was thanked for her work. 
 
139. CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS and REPORT:  
To receive the communications and report of the Chairman pertaining to Council 
Business: 
139.1: Chairman 
All items contained within the agenda 
139.2: Vice Chairman 
All items contained within the agenda 
 
140.  REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 
140.1: To receive a report from County Councillor Clark 
Cllr Clark submitted his apologies. 
140.2: To receive a report from County Councillor Watson 
Cllr Watson submitted his apologies but provided the below update: 

• Sign at Braid erected however an additional sign visible on the main road from both 

directions is to be installed. 
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• Street Lighting issues outside JCSC have been reported and chased up with Powergen.  

Work has commenced but not completed yet 

  
• JCSC,planning approval has been granted 

  
• Ongoing discussions re new school and parking access 

  
• Discussions re Amble First School for possible asset transfer ongoing 

  
• No plans for Warkworth Parish Council to use the beacon, Chair to contact ATC 

  
• New houses on Acklington Road (Longstone Manor) are starting to be occupied 

 
Cllr Watson to be asked for an update on the Coble Quay walkway. 
 
141. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES & 
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS: 
141.1 To receive the report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside bodies (Cllr 
Reports) 
Cllr Morrison provided an update from Northumberland Theatre Company.  NTC are doing 
A Christmas Carol performance on 9th and 10th December 2023. 
Film screenings are also back, with Diva showing Friday 17th November 2023. 
An update on the Snake Bed was given.  12 stones are now missing and the plaque has 
also been damaged.  This has been removed until a repair can be arranged- resin may be 
the solution. 
Cllr Weir attending meetings with Amble Homes, budget setting, Christmas lighting. 
Cllr Lewis represented Amble Town Council at the NCC Chairs Charity Evening. 
Cllr Lewis, Bewley, Parks also attended a meeting with Alnwick All Stars to discuss 
possibilities for D Day 2024. 
Cllr Dancer attended NALC.  There will be a 3% increase in subscriptions for 2024. 
 
142. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
142.1 To consider voucher numbers 172 - 184 for payment and 56 - 57 for receipt. 
Cllr Parks declared an interest in V183. 
Resolved:  The payments and receipts were approved. 
142.2 Bank Reconciliation 
Resolved: The bank reconciliation was accepted. 
142.3 Year to date figures 
Resolved:  The year to date figures were noted. 
142.4 Grant Requests 
None 
142.5 To receive an update on initial budget discussions  
The tax base has been received and this was used to calculate a new budget.  A 1.5% 
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increase would be £1.85 increase annually to residents.  The next budget meeting will take 
place on 1 December 2023 and further discussions on this can be held and any 
amendments can be proposed. 
Historically, the Town Council has tried to minimise the impact on residents as much as 
possible. 
142.6 To receive the report of the Internal Auditor  
Cllr Parks proposed acceptance. 
Cllr Lewis seconded. 
Resolved:  The Internal Auditors Report was accepted.  The Clerk had made the necessary 
amendments. 
143.AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 
143.1 To note outcome of meeting with Events Committee representative re lighting 
of the Town Square for the Christmas Parade  
Cllrs Parks and Weir met with Matthew Connolly to discuss the plans to light the Town 
Square using tripod lighting behind one of the memorial garden beds. This was acceptable. 
143.2 To discuss the removal of the shrubs and bushes at Ivy Street  
Cllr Lewis proposed that ATC write to NCC requesting further details of the works carried 
out at Ivy Street and further clarification around why it was stated in local press that this 
was done with the permission of Amble Town Council who were not aware of this. 
Cllr Bewley seconded. 
Resolved:  Clerk to draft a letter to NCC. 
143.3 To receive an update regarding the maintenance of the coal truck and fish 
sculpture at Amble Inn 
The management of The Amble Inn has changed and the current management have no 
knowledge of the prior agreement.  Staff have written to the Amble Inn outlining the details 
of previous arrangements. To date no response has been received. 
143.4 To note outcome of meeting with AAHS regarding fires 
Resolved:  The notes of the meeting were accepted.   
 
For information:  Members were made aware of a large section of boundary fence between 
the cemetery and allotments that had fallen down. Staff to seek quotations for its 
reinstatement.  
144: PLANNING COMMITTEE  
144.1 November Planning Outcomes  
It was acknowledged that some of the planning outcome decisions needed to be updated. 
It was explained that as NCC were the planning authority with limited enforcement officers 
that not all enforcement concerns were given priority. 
Resolved – The planning report was noted. 
144.2 Update on Enforcement Issue- Island View- Reduction of Dunes and Erection 
of Fence  
Update:  There has been no further update from NCC enforcement. 
145.   AGENDA ITEMS:  
145.1 To agree Committee Membership 
In light of new Cllr membership, the membership of committees was reviewed. 
Resolved: Cllr Dancer no longer wished to be on the Amenities Committee.  Cllrs Joyce, 
Carmichael and Palmer to be added to the Amenities Committee. 
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Cllrs Joyce and Palmer to be added to the planning committee. 
145.2 To discuss and request approval for CCTV remedial works throughout the 
town 
Cllr Lewis proposed to have all the necessary CCTV works carried out.  The finance for 
these works is available in the current budget. 
Cllr Bewley seconded the proposal. 
As per previous instruction the Clerk requested Cllr Watson to fund the Acklington Road 
works.  Cllr Watson confirmed that if this was a repair it was unlikely he will be able to do 
it.  If it were a new project, it may be approved. The work was an upgrade to the 
infrastructure which had been in place for 6 years. 
Resolved:  Clerk to instruct the contractor of the decision. 
145.3 To receive an update on PlayZone progress if available 
No update.  The meeting is yet to take place. 
145.4 To receive an update on next steps of Neighbourhood Planning process if 
available from NCC 
The Neighbourhood Plan Designation Statement has been prepared and requires the 
signature of the Chair. 
Cllr Lewis proposed that the Town Council sign the document. 
Cllr Morrison seconded. 
Resolved: Clerk to arrange signatures. 
145.5To receive an update regarding Stage 2 of Persistent Communicator and 
relevant correspondence   
The residents concerned has been contacted.  The Council considers the matter closed 
and will no longer respond to communications on this matter. 
145.6 To agree retrospective approval for the Newspage 
Resolved: Members unanimously agreed the content of the Newspage. 
145.7 To receive an update and request approval for funds for D-Day event 
Cllr Lewis proposed a budget of up to £2000 for the D Day event. Businesses would be 
encouraged to partake –possibly with themed items.  
Cllr Parks seconded the proposal. 
A meeting was held last week to determine entertainment options for the day.  Confirmation 
received Alnwick All Stars, RAF military wives, Harbour Choir and maybe Durham based 
colliery band. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact NTC. Cllr Lewis and Bewley to continue with arrangements. 
145.8 To receive an update on domain registrar if available  
The Clerk continues to discuss solutions with providers.   
Resolved: Cllr Carmichael to meet with the Clerk to progress the matter. 
145.9 To receive an update on clock tower maintenance  
The flood light to the front of the clock tower is currently not working, however if this is a 
simple light bulb change then this can be done on 13th November when the roof inspection 
is carried out.  If it requires any other electrical work, an electrician will need to be 
contracted. 
Resolved:  Clerk is permitted to seeks electrician quotes if necessary. 
145.10 Update on Community Hub  
The Clerk had contacted NCC for an update.  The Town Council awaits a decision from 
NCC before it embarks on working up a business case.  A business case cannot be 
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complete without the figures and knowledge from NCC about the building. As we have met 
with Paul Brooks a number of times, it was felt that he should be able to answer any 
preliminary questions that may arise however if a meeting is required, this can be arranged.  
NCC are aware of the Expression of Interest submitted as well as the possibility of linking 
with AONB. 
 
146. COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or discuss 
where necessary the items. 
146.1 To note information submitted regarding anti-social behaviour and action 
taken. 
146.2 CAN Newsletter 16/10, 27/10,  
146.3 NALC October Newsletter 
146.4 Acklington Road Consultation Letter October 2023 and Council response. 
146.5 To note letter regarding disabled play equipment sent to Anne Marie Trevelyan 
and response from Amble Town Council 
146.6 Northumbria Connected 9/10, 10/10, 12/10, 16/10, 18/10, 23/10, 27/10, 
146.7 Thriving Together - VCSE Newsletter 
146.8 To note communication received from George Street residents regarding 
parking from holiday lets 
Noted enbloc 
 
147. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION: 
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items. 
147.1 To note Northumberland Environment and Climate Fund available for 
community groups 

147.2 To note AONB Climate Action Plan 2022 – 2030 
147.3 Notes of Community Website meeting 9 October 2023 
147.4 Notes of Partnership Meeting with NCC 10 October 2023 
147.5 Notes of meeting with Highways Infrastructure Manager 10 October 2023 
147.6 Inequalities Plan Newsletter October 
147.7To note letter to Amble Development Trust re Neighbourhood Planning 
147.8 To note letter to Chris Armstrong re HUSK 
147.9 To receive notes of the meeting with AAHS 
Noted en bloc 
 
Members were made aware of the NTC Cultural Hub project for information. 
 
148.  DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  
148.1 14 December 2023, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2 at 6p.m. 
 
149. DATES FOR DIARIES 
Tuesday 7th November 2023 6.00pm – Staff Training - online 
Sunday 12 November 2023 – Remembrance Day – 10.30am – Town Square 
Monday 13th November 2023 – Clock Tower Drainage Inspection  
Monday 20 November 2023 – Community Website – JCSC – 10.15am 
Tuesday 21st November 2023, Partnership Meeting – 10.00am – Office  
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Wednesday 22nd November 2023, Making the Planning System Work for Local Councils – 
online 
Tuesday 28th November 2023, PlayZone update, 12.30pm – Teams Meeting 
Wednesday 29th November 2023, Highways Infrastructure Manager, 2.00pm 
Wednesday 29th November 2023, Northumbria Police, 5.30pm 
Thursday 30th November 2023, Amenities Committee, 6.00pm – Office 
Friday 1st December 2023, second budget meeting, 10am – Office 
Tuesday 5th December 2023, Staff Cemetery Training, 10am – Office 
Tuesday 5th December 2023, Staff Training, 6.00pm – Online  
Wednesday 6th December 2023, Estate Walkabout – 10am – TBC 
Friday 8 December 2023 – Mayors Christmas Reception – Radcliffe Club 
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC: To consider passing the following resolution: That 
under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 
public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items on the 
agenda due to their sensitive nature. 
 
PRIVATE 
 
150: Exempt Report - attached 
150.1 RECOMMENDATION – That the Council notes the contents of the report and 
consider actions where necessary.  
The exempt report was accepted. 
 
151. PRIVATE REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE 
BODIES & REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE 
INDIVIDUALS  
151.1 To receive the private report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside 
bodies (Cllr Reports) 
None 
 
152. AGENDA ITEMS 
152.1 To receive legal update and agree statement for AAHS 
New Cllrs were given background information of the proposal and the issues presented 
over the years.  Cllr Lewis proposed an Extraordinary Council meeting to formally view, 
discuss and if appropriate agree the plans.  Due to the legal notice required, the earliest 
this can take place is 16 November 2023. 
Cllr Parks seconded.  
Resolved:  Clerk to contact Amble Homes to arrange a meeting. 
Members were asked to consider an extension to the agreement.  
Resolved:  An extension could be agreed, no later than year end.   
A draft statement for Amble Allotment Holders Association was agreed. 
Resolved:  Clerk to send the statement to AAHS. 
152.2 To receive an update from HomeGroup 
Clerk has contacted Home Group and ESH to request date of culvert works in light of 
permission granted. 
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153. INFORMATION ITEMS 
153.1 To receive notes from the meeting with Amble Homes 10 October 2023 
Resolved:  The notes were accepted. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


