AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL — AMENITIES COMMITTEE — SEPTEMBER 2023

Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on Thursday 28 September 2023 at
6.00pm

PRESENT: Clir Bewley (Chair), Clir Weir, CllIr Morrison, Clir Dancer
S Moore - Minutes

31: APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE:
Clir Parks - accepted
CliIr Lewis - accepted
CliIr Joyce - accepted

32: BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE:
None.

33: DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:
None.

34: PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:
No public attended.

35: ALLOTMENTS:

35.1 To receive areport from AAHS.

Members noted the report.

35.2 To note date of next AGM if available.

Date of the next AGM unavailable, staff to chase up.

35.3 To note concerns re: bonfire late evening/ overnight.

Members thanked AAHS for quick action placing notices regarding leaving bonfires
burning in the evening/overnight.

35.4 To note update on Weed suppression.

During a recent inspection it was noted areas of the East Allotments appear to have
not been sprayed. Staff to chase up.

37: ASSETS REPORTS:

37.1 To note and discuss issues and agree any actions required from the
reports.

Staff complied a report of the zone area work that was completed and checked. Staff
to check zone areas 3 and 4.

Staff to contact NCC regarding the unsatisfactory items. Staff to add items to the
next SLA.

Staff to contact NCC to remind them of a few items that are still to be done from the
Asset Report. Staff to add items to the next SLA.

Members discussed the replacement of the daisy rocker within the play area at
Paddlers Park, it was agreed to go ahead following a complete installation quote, if
there is a significant price increase staff to bring back to members. Also see 40.3.

38: TOWN:

The following has been added at the chair’s discretion.
To discuss summer 2024 planting.
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Members agreed to leave the main parts of the King and Queen beds on Dilston
Terrace as they are, but to request some further colourful planting. The last bed on
Dilston Terrace to be a mix of flowers in the towns crest. The bed on the Wynd
members agreed to 80 D-DAY in red flowers and in filled with green plants.

39: CEMETERIES:

West Cemetery

39.1 To receive an update on the new Exclusive Right of Burial forms and
procedures.

Members were informed a meeting with ICCM had been arranged for the 19" of
October to discuss the new forms and guidance notes which staff have prepared.
39.2 To receive an update on removal of unauthorised items from grave plots.
Plot holders to be informed by a follow up letter giving a date for removal of
unauthorised items in our policy (which all plot holders signed at the time of
purchase). On the due date items will be removed and placed in storage for a further
two weeks. Plot holders will be notified of this and then the items will be disposed of.
39.3 To receive an update on request for memorial seats.

No updates.

39.4 To discuss the installation of Section area signs.

Members could not agree, to be referred to Full Council for further discussion.

39.5 To discuss items raised in Site Visit

Members noted how tidy the cemetery was.

It was noted that the surface drain channels are blocked with leaves, and there is
moss starting to build up on both the office and mortuary building roofs. Noted to
NCC for action.

Staff to add the memorial wall bed to the next SLA for discussion.

Stalff to contact NCC.

East Cemetery

39.6 To note repair completed to gate.

Members noted the repair. Members were also informed that another handle is now
missing, but a replacement had already been ordered and will be refitted at a cost of
£32. Town Clerk had approved the payment.

40: PLAY AREAS:

Paddler’s Park

40.1 To receive an update on flooding issues.

It was noted that on Monday the 18" of September after a heavy rainfall there was
no sign of surface water.

40.2 To receive an update on the Spin Bike repair and instructions.

The instructions for the spin bike have now been installed.

40.3 To receive an update on Kompan equipment.

Members agreed to the cost of £2,904.13 excluding VAT for the refurbishment of
some of the playground equipment. Staff to inform contractor to go ahead with the
work unless extra costs for the Daisy Rocker are significantly higher, if so, this will
then be discussed at Full Council. It must be noted that this was an item of very low
concern which should be monitored from the recent ROSPA report.

Members were informed the Air Walker has now been repaired.

Staff to update social media.
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40.4 To note the order of spare parts for the rope bridge.
Noted. Replacement parts to be installed alongside refurbishment work in 40.3.

41: TOWN FURNITURE e.g., bus shelters, bins, noticeboards, seats:

41.1 To receive an update on the seat removed by Persimmons.

Members were informed that Persimmons have updated their formal drawings to
include the new location for the seat that was removed before works began on the
site.

41.2 To receive an update on Church Street Bus Shelter painting.

The repainting of the bus shelter is to begin Wednesday the 4" of October, NCC are
to power wash the bus shelter on Monday the 2" of October and barriers will be
dropped off on Wednesday morning.

Staff to update social media.

42: COMMUNICATIONS:

42.1 To note complaint regarding maintenance at the West Cemetery and
response.

Staff to request an update from NCC regarding the overgrowth of shrubbery onto the
walkway and also an update on the missing bin. SLA to note.

42.2 To note complaint of leaning headstone.

Noted.

43: AGENDA ITEMS:

43.1 To receive an update on water usage at Paddlers Park and response from
Northumbria Water.

No response has been received Northumbria Water. Staff to chase up and request a
site visit.

43.2 To receive an update on the Amble Inn Coal Truck and the fish sculpture
sponsorship.

The coal truck will be painted by the Amble Inn, they are having problems with staff
issues, but it is on their list. The "Fish" sculpture has been subject to a verbal
agreement, and they have requested this be put in writing for further consideration.
Staff to raise.

44: INFORMATION ITEMS:

44.1 To note the most recent Paddlers Park and Philip Drive Playground
Reports.

Members noted the reports.

44.2 To note staff course.

Noted.

44.3 To note report of Lampposts at Paddlers Park

Noted.

44.4 To note fountain switch off at West Cemetery

Members were informed that the water is already off for the fountain and the
contractor is due on Friday the 29" of September to do a maintenance check.

45: DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
The next Meeting date will be held at 6.00pm on Thursday 30" November 2023, in
the Town Council Office, Top Floor, Fourways 2, Amble NE65 ODT.



