AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL - JUNE 2023

The Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Thursday 8 June 2023, 6.00pm
Fourways 2, 6 Dilston Terrace, Amble.

PRESENT:
| Parks (Vice Chair) H Lewis , P Dancer, K Morrison, J Turpin, D Bewley
V Smith — Minute Taker

33.APOLOGIES
33.1 Craig Weir — Apologies accepted.

34. BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE
34.1 To discuss Co-Option Application
Mr Joyce was welcomed to the meeting. Mr Joyce was made aware that although we can
lobby our County Council to improve some of the issues mentioned in his application, the
Town Council cannot directly carry out these responsibilities.
No other questions were raised, and Mr Joyce left the room whilst a vote was held.
The votes were counted, and Mr Joyce was accepted and was made aware that he is to
set up a meeting with the Clerk to sign the relevant paperwork.
Resolved: Mr Joyce is to be co-opted into the Central Ward.
35. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: (maximum 15 minutes)
There were no members of the public present.
36. MINUTES: TOWN COUNCIL
36.1: To consider the minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2023, items 1-32.5
Clirs Parks requested an amendment to state that he took no part in the vote of the gran
request to Hospice Care North Northumberland. The Clerk to amend.
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting were approved.
37. CLERK’S REPORT:
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council notes the contents of the report and
consider actions where necessary.
37.1 Clerks Report attached
Resolved: The Clerks report was noted.
38. CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS and REPORT:
To receive the communications and report of the Chairman pertaining to Council
Business:
38.1: Chairman
e To note Mayoral Attendance at Royal Visit on 13 June 2023
Clir Weir also attended the Dovecote Street Art Show exhibition and the RAF Boulmer
70th anniversary.
38.2: Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman attended the Dovecote Street Art Show, JCSC, Tantallon Homes and
a meeting with Russell Gaines from JCSC.
39. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS:
39.1: To receive a report from County Councillor Clark
ClIr Clark has dealt with the following issues:
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Parking on Anne Crescent and the request for the grassed area to be made into parking
spaces. It is unlikely this will be approved within the LTP.

The NCC grass cutting schedule was running behind due to broken machinery.

There is no agreement for NCC to adopt Roseate View highways and as such the residents
have been advised to seek independent legal advice.

Fly tipping issues at Anne Crescent.

Housing issues at Straffen Court.

CliIr Clark has funded a mounting unit for Northumberland Touring Company and has also
funded wheelie bin housing for Turner Street.

CliIr Clark confirmed there was no privacy issues regarding the Caravan Park overlooking
properties.

CliIr Clark has supported residents on Tynedale regarding issues with some tenants.

Clir Clark attended the Dovecote Art Exhibition and the Puffin Festival.

Cllr Clark gave an update on the Coble Quay walkway issue and is hoping for some
progress.

Neil Dawson is leading on the Southmead Footpath issues and is expecting this to be
programmed in at the earliest opportunity.

The safer crossing point at Percy Drive now requires a road safety audit.

The deadline for LTP priorities is 28 July 2023.

39.2: To receive a report from County Councillor Watson

Cllr Watson reported on an increase in dead animals appearing along the coastline. There
is no policy in place to deal with this however as NCC are landowners they are removing
them when possible.

The New Hall Farm Right of Way will be cut back in June/July. It was queried whether
NCC should be recharging this to the developer.

The JCSC planning application has been submitted and does not include the running track.
Cllr Watson has urged for access from the car park to the welfare at all times.

A bus pull in road marking is to be created on Woodbine Street.

Overnight parking on The Braid is difficult to police. Some tickets have been issued.

Cllr Watson will be attending the Royal Visit on 13" June 2023.

Cllr Watson has been discussing plans for Edwin Street and it is felt that a business case
for the building would be helpful in securing its future. A meeting has been arranged with
Paul Brooks for 20th June 2023.

[Guildens Road has been resurfaced.]

Cllr Watson has asked for suggestions for his members’ small schemes.

It was noted that AONB had received £3m in funding and were also interested in Edwin
Street.

40. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES &
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS:
40.1 To receive the report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside bodies (ClIr
Reports)

Cllr Weir attended a meeting with Northumbria Police, Partnership Meeting with NCC,
Amble Development Trust, JCSC, Tantallon Homes, Estate Walkabout, Locality Office
meeting.

Clir Morrison provided an update on the Covid Snake Rock bed, it is hoped that this will be
finalised next weekend and asked for volunteers. The sign designed by Stephen Lunn will
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be placed inside the bed.
Cllr Morrison also attended the Puffin Festival which was very popular with locals and
visitors. NTC hosted 2 evenings of activities, and one was also held at the Masonic. Amble
First Schools took part in Puffin Painting and Tommy Noddy is visiting the schools.
Northumberland Theatre Company met on 22 May. The recent play Frankenstein was well
received and is it hoped that this will be worked on further in the Autumn. It is hoped that
film shows will restart at the end of the month.
A meeting of Amble Youth Project was cancelled.
41. FINANCIAL REPORT:
41.1 To consider voucher numbers 1-59 for payment and 1-18 for receipt.
Cllr Morrison declared an interest in payment voucher 27. Clir Turpin clarified the
substantial payment made to Playdale. It was reported that this was for swings and spares.
Resolved: The payments and receipts were accepted.
41.2 Bank Reconciliation
Resolved: The bank reconciliation was noted.
41.3 Year to date figures
The year to date figures were noted. A meeting to discuss Earmarked Funds will take place
on 19 June 2023 at 2pm. Clerk to let Members know if additional time is needed to prepare.
41.4 Grant Requests
e To agree retrospective approval for remainder of funds allocated to Dovecote
Street Art Show
Resolved: Members approved the expenditure. Clerk to contact.
e To agree retrospective approval for the additional funds for the Christmas
Lights
Resolved: Members approved the expenditure. Clerk to contact.
41.5 To note appointment of Internal Auditor for 2023/24
Resolved: An internal auditor has been appointed for the year 2023/24.
42. AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
42.1 To receive the minutes of the Amenities Committee 28 May 2023
Resolved: The minutes of the Amenities Committee was approved.
42.2 To note the removal of the tree in the Memorial Gardens and to monitor the area
and its maintenance programme.
The tree has now been removed. A site meeting confirmed that the ground may not be
suitable for planting and whilst the contractor would replant if necessary, there was no
guarantee that the tree would survive. The tree at High Street Garden is thriving and would
become the town Christmas Tree.
Resolved: Bettys Tree will continue to have lights on for seasonal occasions. Volunteers
will be required to light the tree. CliIr Parks to return the plaque to the office.
42.3 To note the query from EDF regarding supply at Bay View and subsequent
response.
The Clerk has responded to EDF to state that the contract for Paddlers Park utilities should
be in the name of Northumberland County Council.
42.4 To receive an update on weed removal.
To date the knotweed has been treated twice.
Resolved: Members agreed to the contractor treating the area as and when required. This
is to be monitored.
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42.5 To receive an update on the Dilston Terrace bed and to seek approval for
commemorative plaque to be installed on the Dilston Terrace seat.

The EIIR and the Kings Cypher bed have been planted up as well as the Northumberland
Flag. Members considered a plaque for the new Dilston Terrace seat to commemorate the
Kings Coronation.

Resolved: A commemoration plaque to be ordered.

42.6 To receive an update on the Covid Snake Trail bed

Cllr Morrison provided an update earlier in the Agenda. See item 40.1.

42.7 To note update from Commonwealth War Graves Commission

The Commonwealth War Graves have confirmed that they will no longer be contributing to
the upkeep of the war memorials.

43: PLANNING COMMITTEE

43.1 Planning Outcomes March 2023

The planning outcomes were noted.

43.2 To note the response from Planning Enforcement regarding Island View

The Planning Enforcement officer has confirmed that he is unable to state which planning
conditions have not been adhered to but also confirmed that these will be subject to another
planning application.

Resolved: The Clerk to write to the officer again to state that Members have a great
environmental concern regarding the stability of the Dunes now that they have removed
such a large portion.

44. AGENDA ITEMS:

44.1 To note the response sent to Amble Development Trust with regards to
Neighbourhood Plans and to receive an update on guidance provided if available.
Resolved: Members received advice from the NCC planning officer and agreed to meet
with Amble Development Trust although it was not felt necessary to have the attendance
of an NCC officer, however if Amble Development Trust insisted then the Town Council
would not object. The Clerk to contact Amble Development Trust.

44.2 To agree retrospective approval for staff training.

Resolved: The staff training was approved.

44.3 To note the update regarding CCTV.

The system has recently been serviced which highlighted the need for replacement of the
camera on Bridge Street. This has now been done. The camera on Queen Street is being
monitored as there is concern regarding the stability of the signal.

44.4 To discuss publicity and engagement plans.

The Council acknowledges that it does not publicise itself well. It has therefore been
suggested that staff will generate an update every month to highlight what has been taking
place and what has been discussed / decided. This will then be placed on the website and
social media. This is to be trialled for 3 months and then reviewed.

Resolved: Clerk to assist staff in the collation of good news stories for approval.

44.5 To discuss and agree the Councils Local Transport Priorities

Discussion took place around this year’s Local Transport Priorities. This year’s list implies
that the second safe crossing point has not been considered and needs to be added again.
Resolved: The Town Councils LTP priorities are: Fontburn Safer Crossing Point to enable
children to safely cross the road when walking to school and to assist the elderly; parking
restrictions around Leazes Street into Newburgh Street to Ladbroke Street due to the
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parking issues here, parking over the junction and blocking sight lines; and finally a safe
crossing point at the bottom of The Wynd, which is desperately needed to help young
people get to school and elderly across the road.

44.6 To discuss and agree a request for parking restrictions on Leazes Street
junction.

As this area is posing a great concern and is becoming quite dangerous.

Resolved: It was agreed to send a letter to Highways requesting parking lines around the
Leazes Street /Newburgh Street Junction and along into Ladbroke Street. These issues
have also been raised with Robin McCartney.

44.7 To note letters sent to The Ambler and Rev J McDermott regarding Coronation
Events and subsequent responses.

The letters sent to all parties were noted however it was accepted that the letter to The
Ambler was badly timed.

44.8 To agree Newspage content.

There was some concern expressed regarding the statement in the newsletter and whether
it was wise to issue this when at the time of printing some two month will have passed.
Resolved: The content of the Newspage was agreed subject to minor amendments. Clerk
to remind The Ambler to add in Cllr Turpin’s details and Clir Joyce if papers had been
completed.

44.9 To discuss plans for the Amble Town Council Awards, agree date for judging
and awards

Members agreed to review the gardens between 17 June and 1 July, with shortlists to staff
by 3@ July. It is hoped that the judge from Alnwick Garden will be available for 5t July. ClIr
Lewis proposed that all winners, runner ups and Civic Awarders should also receive a
commemorative mug.

Resolved: Staff to confirm final details with all involved.

44.10 To discuss JCSC Community Website Proposal by Clir Parks

After the meeting with Mr Rodgers at JCSC, ClIr Parks met with Russell Gaines to explain
the Council’s idea of an activity website and how this could be incorporated into the school
curriculum for the pupils to develop and update. This work could form part of the curriculum
for the digital T Levels that 6! form pupils will be doing as part of their coursework. Russell
Gaines was keen for this to go ahead and has been asked to contact the Council before
the end of term to discuss the brief.

Cllr Parks suggested that those doing this course should be invited to the Town Council
whereby a business case is presented to them so that they too are in a formal setting and
get an idea of what is expected. Clir Parks proposed that the pupils should receive ATC
headed notepads / pencils. Cllr Parks to request to Russell Gaines contacts the office
asap.

Resolved: A meeting with Russell Gaines to be arranged asap.

At the chairs discretion it was agreed to discuss item 46.7 here due to additional
information received.

An email from Paul Brooks was received and suggested to invite additional colleagues at
NCC and other organisations to attend the meeting on 20" June 2023. Members agreed
that this was a good idea but also suggested inviting other organisations such as Amble
Development Trust, Terry Clark, Amble Food Bank. The Clerk to book the conference
room.
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45. COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or discuss
where necessary the items.

45.1 To note the contents of the email from the Police and Crime Commissioner and
to note the date of the meeting with the Area Commander, if available.

45.2 To note the update from Anne Marie Trevelyan 15 May 2023

45.3 To note the complaint received regarding access to Coble Quay Walkway and
Council response.

45.4 To note receipt of Community-powered high streets report.

45.5 CAN Enews 15/05, 26/05,

45.6 Anne Marie Trevelyan Newsletter 9/05, 12/05, 19/05,

45.7 Northumbria Connected 4/05, 22/05, 25/05,

45.8 NALC May Newsletter

45.9 To note the Draft Recommendations on the new electoral arrangements

All communication items were noted en-bloc.

46. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION:

RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items.

46.1 To note theresponse to the Freedom of Information request received on 28 April
2023

46.2 To note Chair and Vice Chair attendance at Dovecote Street Art Show

46.3 To note the information from the PlayZone meeting on 24 May 2023

46.4 To note the minutes of the meeting with the Locality Officer 23 May 2023

46.5 To note the information from the Estate Walkabout 24 May 2023

46.6 To note the minutes of the meeting with JCSC 19 May 2023

46.7 To note the date of the meeting with Paul Brooks to discuss Community Hub
plans for Amble.

46.8 To note the information regarding Community Activity website and meeting with
JCSC staff.

46.9 To note the meeting regarding Dilston Terrace beds

46.10 To note the minutes of the meeting with NCC 16 May 2023

46.11 To note insurance claim for ASB damage to water feature.

All information items were noted en-bloc.

47. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
47.1 13 July 2023, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2 at 6p.m.
Apologies from Town Clerk, the meeting will be covered by other staff.

48. DATES FOR DIARIES

Partnership Meeting with NCC — 13 June 2023 — 10am (subject to change)
Northumbria Police 13 June 2023 - 5.30pm

Paul Brooks 20 June 2023 — 5.00pm

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC: To consider passing the following resolution:
That under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the
press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following
items on the agenda due to their sensitive nature
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Members of the public left the meeting.

PUBLIC VERSION OF PRIVATE

49: Exempt Report

49.1 RECOMMENDATION - That the Council notes the contents of the report and
consider actions where necessary.

Resolved: The exempt report was noted.

50: MINUTES -

50.1: To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting of 11 May 2023, items 28-
325

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting were accepted.

51. PRIVATE REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
& REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS
51.1 To note the information from the Amble Development Trust meeting on 17 May
2023 and the final draft of the Amble Investment Plan.

Resolved: The update provided by ClIr Weir in his absence was noted.

52. AGENDA ITEMS

52.1 To receive an update from Home Group if available.

Clerk to request a date for commencement of works.

52.2 To discuss thank you gift for Gillian Turner

Resolved: Members agreed to gift Gillian Turner with a commemorative mug and a gift
voucher to the value of £25.

52.3 To receive an update from Adam Douglas if available.

No update available.

52.4 To receive a legal update if available

No update available.

52.5 To agree Adult and Junior Civic Award Nominees

Resolved: Members agreed to nominate John Kelly and Shaun McKay.
52.6 To agree additional staff time to work on mapping software
Resolved: Additional staff time was agreed.

53. INFORMATION ITEMS
53.1 To note the minutes of the meeting with Tantallon Homes 19 May 2023
Resolved: The minutes were noted.



