CLERKS REPORT AUGUST 2023

74. BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE

74.1 To receive an update on the Co-option Vacancy

An application has been received regarding the vacancy on the Council. The earliest
date that the candidate can attend a meeting as a member of the public is
September Full Council.

80. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES &
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS:
To receive the report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside bodies (Clir
Reports)

80.1 To receive an update on the AONB meeting 15 June 2023 — Clir Morrison-
and to note information on AONB Parish Representation

Clir Morrison to update

82.AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:

82.1 To receive an update on Missing Headstone at Amble West

A local Funeral Director and stone mason have approached the town council
concerning a memorial which they say is missing. Staff have searched in the cemetery
grounds and buildings to be sure that it is not in our possession. The contractor has
also been contacted and has confirmed that this is not something he would undertake.
There remains an ongoing dispute. The Funeral Directors have requested that the
Council pay 50% towards the memorial. The Funeral Director has been advised on
the telephone that the Town Council do not accept any liability for any of the memorials
in the cemetery and would always advise clients to take out the necessary insurances.
The matter remains unresolved.

82.2 To discuss the water usage at Paddlers Park

The Clerk has investigated the dates of the water being turned off at Paddlers Park.
The period billed includes a period of around 4 weeks when the water was off due to
vandalism- in total it is for approx. 5 weeks usage. Staff are to contact Northumbrian
Water to request that a site visit be arranged to ascertain if there are other old water
pipes within the area which are still connected, and to see about a water meter to be
installed nearer to the water pump.

In the meantime, staff to ask NCC if possible, to take a weekly meter reading.

83: PLANNING COMMITTEE

83.1 To note response from NCC regarding Principal Residency and further
advice re: Neighbourhood Development Plans

A query was sent to NCC planning seeking clarity on principal residency
requirements as part of a local plan and how this process works. It was queried
whether this can be applied generally or whether the town itself would have to meet the 20%
criteria to justify that designation of part of the town.

NCC confirmed that the 20% trigger point exists at a "whole parish” level by virtue of
the 2022 local plan policy.

If a neighbourhood plan group wanted to apply the 20% trigger at a sub parish level
that would need to be evidenced and a precise boundary used.



This could be a rational approach, as potentially a parish area could be very large
(geographically speaking).

83.2 To note the planning outcomes for July 2023

Members to note.

84. AGENDA ITEMS:

84.1 To note the viewing of Amble First School and agree retrospective approval
on the content of the Expression of Interest submitted in relation to Amble First
School and Correspondence from AONB.

Members to agree expression of interest content circulated within the agenda.
Members to also note that whilst AONB do not wish to submit an EOI for the building,
they are very interested in the use of the space and are happy to work alongside Amble
Town Council. NCC have been informed of this.

84.2 To receive Cllr additions for Community Website, to agree a steering group
to lead on the project and to discuss the requirements of the webpage.
Members to provide information collated to populate the website. Members to agree
membership of small steering group. Members to decide what they would like on the
webpage / layout / options.

84.3 To note the Monthly Roundup content and to consider whether Members
prefer sight of the content prior to publication.

Members to note.

84.4 To note correspondence sent to Clir Glen Sanderson and Clir Jeff Reid
regarding Park Leisure and Lord Mayors Field and to also consider responses
if available.

Numerous items of correspondence has been received regarding the sale of Park
Leisure and the Lord Mayors Field. The Town Council has been copied into a
Freedom of Information request asking for details of business transactions and
transparency. The Town Council has contacted Glen Sanderson, Jeff Reid, Jamie
Driscoll and Anne Marie Trevelyan about the matters of concern. A response from
Clir Jeff Reid has been circulated to Members however there has been no further
responses from other recipients.

A statement from NCC was issued to the Gazette however this did not provide the
level of detail or assurances that have been requested by the Town Council. NCC are
unwilling to share any further details on the matter, a response which the Town
Councils feels is inadequate and does not serve the members of the Amble community
well.

There is yet to be documentation provided which shows the agreement for the Lord
Mayors Field or the access to facilities and whilst the Lord Mayors Field may be
classed as Open Space in the Local Plan, it does not give any further detail of the
agreement with Park Leisure or the new owners.

84.5 To discuss request to rent machine store and land.

The Town Council has received a request to rent the storage building at Amble West
and the land beyond. This area is unable to be used due to the proposed works
required to the culvert in this area. The Clerk to contact the resident.

84.6 To consider involvement in Small Rural Towns Research project

The Council have been contacted regarding taking part in a research project for
Rural England. The project seeks to understand the socio-economic conditions and
contemporary challenges facing rural small towns in England.



As part of the project, conducting a questionnaire survey of councils with

responsibilities concerning small rural towns. The questionnaire can be accessed on-

line at this link: https://leicester.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/town-parish-council-small-town-
survey

Members to confirm whether they wish to take part in the survey.

84.7 To receive suggestions for D Day commemoration.

A notice was added to social media inviting those community groups who are
considering hosting an event to mark the above occasion to get in touch with the
Council. Currently there has been no direct contact however there has been one
response on social media suggesting a 40s music and dance night is organised. There
has been no groups forthcoming with offers of support.

85. COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or discuss
where necessary the items.

85.1 CAN enews 10/7, 21/7,

To note

85.2 To note correspondence regarding car park access from The Braid and
owner’s response

A disabled resident was unable to exit The Braid through the car park due to cars
parking closely to the entrance / exit. This issue has been resolved.

85.3 Northumbria Connected 10/7, 14/7, 18/7

To Note

85.4 NALC July 2023

To note

85.5 To note letter sent to Jeff Reid 14 July 2023

To note letter sent. A response has been received 2 August 2023. Members to
discuss.

85.6 To note letter sent to Jeff Reid, Glen Sanderson, Jamie Driscoll, Anne Marie
Trevelyan 19 July 2023

To note. A response has been received 2 August 2023. Members to discuss.

85.7 To note letter sent to Richard Ullman, Park Leisure 19 July 2023

To note. There has been no response to date.

85.8 To note thanks for Painted Stone materials.

To note.

85.9 To note request for trading at Paddlers Park and advice given.

To note. The business owner was advised to contact NCC.

85.10 To note scam email attempt on ATC accounts.

To note. The issue appears to have been resolved.

85.11 To note complaint regarding Paddlers Park and response.

The Council received a complaint regarding the grass cutting within a designated
area at Paddlers Park and the water feature being a disappointment. The grass is
an oasis grass and does not require to be cut in the same way as grass.

85.13 To note NCC update on Right of Way

NCC have confirmed that they have inspected the area on 28 July 2023 and
continue to assert that the area is safe for those using the Right of Way.

85.14 To note Seat location confirmation from Persimmons.

To note — see attached.

85.15 To note correspondence re planning application 16/04305/out.

The Town Council received concerns regarding the JCSC planning application.
These concerns were addressed during the outline planning stage and have been


https://leicester.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/town-parish-council-small-town-survey
https://leicester.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/town-parish-council-small-town-survey

commented on where possible in the Town Councils comments on the planning
portal.

85.16 To receive an update on Coble Quay walkway if available.

There is no further update however the Town Council has placed signed on the
walkway entrance towards the RNLI.

86. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION:
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items.

86.1 Northumbria Police Public Engagement Event 22 July 2023

86.2 To accept the notes of the Estate Walkabout meeting 25 July 202392.4
86.3 To note content of Local Area Committee 27 July 2023

86.4 To note issue at The Braid and actions taken by Amble Town Council,
Northumbria Police and Northumberland County Council

86.5 To note minutes of meeting with lain Hedley 14 July 2023

86.6 To note minutes of meeting with Robin McCartney 26 July 2023

86.7 To note minutes of meeting with Area Commander and Inspector from
Northumbria Police 26 July 2023

86.8 To note minutes of Partnership Meeting with NCC 25 July 2023

86.9 To note Website info. about Neighbourhood Development Plans

86.10 To note possible vandalism to a Memorial Garden bed

To note enbloc

87. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
87.1 14 September 2023, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2 at 6p.m.



