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Clerk Report – February 2023 
 
188. BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE 
188.1 To receive an update on Cllr Vacancies 
There remain two vacancies on the Council, one in the West and one in Central. 
The co-option process has begun to fill the recent vacancy in the West Ward. 
188.2 To note future changes to electoral procedures 
From May 2023 voters in England will need to show photo ID when they vote 
in person at elections in England. 
This is a change being introduced by the UK Government and will apply to 
all future local elections: referendums, recall petitions and Police and Crime 
Commissioner elections from May 2023 and all UK Parliamentary General Elections 
from October 2023. Forms are available for those without photo ID. These new 
requirements will not affect electors who vote by post. More information to follow. 
 
196. FINANCIAL REPORT: 

• To discuss grant request from Hadston House 
Hadston House have requested funding to assist with their support programme.  
No documents have been provided and therefore if members agree the maximum 
amount they can receive is £160.  Members are asked to consider. 

• To discuss the grant request from the Rotary Santa Sleigh 
This request is to support the Santa Sleigh which travels around the town at 
Christmas.  The Clerk has asked for clarity as to whether they intend to submit any 
account or whether they are happy to continue without providing that information 
and therefore reducing the amount they are eligible for. 

196.5 To note the periodic review carried out by Barclays  
Barclays Bank have carried out their annual review and all information is up to date. 
196.6 To note future report on comparison of bank business accounts 
This has not been complete yet.  A report will be provided once the comparison has 
been carried out. 
 
197.AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  
197.1 To agree the cemetery fees for 2023-24 
Members are asked to formerly approve a 2% increase across the main cemetery 
items and other small increases as outlined. 
197.2 To receive an update on the painting of the Church Street Bus Shelter 
There has been an unavoidable delay with the contractor, but it is expected that this 
should be done by mid-February. 
197.3 To receive an update on Links Avenue Bus Shelter  
The contractor has completed the works at Amble Links Bus Shelter.  Staff to check 
the work prior to payment being made. 
197.4 To receive an update on removal and replacement of old seats  
The remaining seat is the one for Dilston Terrace. This is now painted and ready for 
placement. This will be completed within the next week or so. 
197.5 To approve the minutes of the Amenities Committee 26 January 2023 
Members are asked to approve the minutes of the Amenities Committee. 
197.6 To receive an update on the relocation of the Coal Truck 
The coal truck will be relocated next week. 
 
198: PLANNING COMMITTEE  
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198.1 To note the planning outcomes for January 2023 
Members to note the update. 
198.2 To receive an update on Conservation Approval pollarding of trees in 
Memorial Gardens 
Staff have submitted the relevant paperwork required via the planning portal.  This 
process has changed since it was carried out last time and NCC required much more 
detailed information. 
 
199.   AGENDA ITEMS:  
199.1 To receive notes on meeting and an update on the culvert works 
Cllr Lewis and the Clerk met with various representatives of the various companies 
involved in the Home Group development.  It was confirmed that subject to 
confirmation from NCC, the expected start date is 20 February.  It was confirmed that 
the work in the cemetery will take approximately one week, and work will cease when 
there are funerals taking place.  It was also confirmed that rubber tracks will be used 
so that the driveway is protected.  Work will begin on cutting back the willows before 
20th February.  The contractors will be self-contained within the raised bed site and the 
fence will be replaced with Heras fencing until the work is complete.  It was noted that 
Council did not require the land to be top soiled after the work was done but that it 
should be left tidy.  The old fence will be replaced.  The sheds and wood from the dis-
used beds is to be disposed of.   
Allotment tenants should retain access to their plots as much as possible in the course 
of the works. 
Once work is complete, the walkways will be closed whilst the new surface is put in 
place. 
Residents nearby will be sent a letter informing them of the works. 
Notes of the meeting have been provided. 
199.2 To agree to Chairs attendance at NCC Race Night 10 February at a cost of 
£10.00 and to also agree to attendance to NCC Black Tie Event £35 on 11 March 
2023. 
Members to agree. 
199.3 To note information provided on EV Charging points 
Members to discuss the information provided and to discuss whether they would be 
interested in additional points. 
199.4 To note guidance received from NALC 
Members are asked to discuss the advice received from NALC with regards to a 
resident’s query regarding no confidence in a council or councillors.  It is noted that 
the ballot box at election time is the only direct means of showing dissatisfaction with 
any elected representative at any government level. 
199.5 To receive an update on the visit to local facilities  
Longhoughton Parish Council can facilitate a visit with Members on 9th February at 
10am.  Staff are currently trying to firm up the same date with Seahouses.  More 
information to follow when available.  
199.6 Update on Play Zone and Cycleways 
Notes of the Teams meeting have been provided.  Stuart McNaughton is keen to meet 
with Amble to discuss the planned cycle route development in the Town.  The Clerk is 
currently setting this up and will provide dates in due course. 
199.7 To receive an update on coronation gift 
Cllr Lewis to provide an update. 
199.8 To receive an update on the EIIR bed 
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NCC have had discussions and there are some issues around the height of the raised 
bed to be constructed.  NCC strongly believe that this area isn't the best location and 
would prefer to re-scape this area and have pots with trees and bedding plants at that 
site.  They would like to have further discussions with regards to having the fourth 
raised bed on the right at Dilston terrace as the dedicated ER bed.  
199.9 To note the feedback from NCC with regards to the purchase of grit bins 
NCC have confirmed that they would not sell a bin to a group of private individuals.  
They would suggest that residents purchase these from a regular hardware shop. 
The siting of any grit bin within the adopted Highway would have to be agreed with 
NCC.   The residents would assume full responsibility for maintaining the bin and 
keeping it topped up. 
199.10 To note the feedback on the toilet refurbishment 
NCC have confirmed during February, the Property Services Team will be formally 
assessing the work required to affect a repair for the Harbour toilets and that after 
this has been complete, they will be working on a plan of action to get the work done 
and the toilets back open as soon as possible. Alternative PC sign to be erected in 
the meantime. 
 
200. COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or 
discuss where necessary the items. 
200.1Crime Stoppers 9/01, 
To note  
200.2 Anne Marie Trevelyan Newsletter 16/01, 20/01, 27/01,  
To note 
200.3 JCSC Consultation event 25 January 2023 and subsequent comments. 
To note 
200.4 To note correspondence from resident re Right of Way West Avenue – 
New Hall Farm and subsequent Freedom of Information Request 
Members are asked to note actions taken. The Clerk will send the information 
requested. 
The deadline for the Freedom of Information request is 8 March 2023.  
200.5 NALC News January  
To note 
200.6 To note the update from Northumbria Police re Acklington Road 
To note 
200.7 Northumbria Connected 16/01,25/01,  
To note 
200.8 Healthwatch Northumberland 26/01,  
To note 
200.9 International Womens Day 8 March 2023 
To note 
200.10 Walking in Northumberland  
To note 
200.11 Note: Response to Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan 
To note 
200.12 Note: Response to Coquet School Partnership Presentation 
To note 
200.13 To note complaint re: Coble Quay Walkway closure 
To note 
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201. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION: 
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items. 
201.1 Alnwick Garden Club event 31/01,  
201.2 To note the minutes of the meeting with Anne Marie Trevelyan 27 January 
2023 
201.3 To note the events taking place at The Women’s Workshop 
201.4 Can Enews 6/01, 20/01,  
201.5 Choices for Growth Newsletter 
201.6 Digital Catapult Workshops 
201.7 Green Matters Community Day  
201.8 NCC Charter / Who’s Who  
201.9 Notes of the Estate Walkabout 18 January 2023 
201.10 Notes of meeting with Northumbria Police 24 January 2023  
201.11 To note the notes of the Partnership Meeting with NCC 10 February 2023 
201.12 Scams and Fraud Advice – Northumbria Police 
201.13 To note the notes of the Teams meeting with Kathy Keadie  
201.14 To note the notes of the Locality Meeting 10 January 2023 
201.12 To note the notes of the meeting with AAHS 7 January 2023 
Members to note en-bloc 
 
202.  DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  
202.1 9th March 2023, 6.00pm, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2 
 
 
Under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public 
will be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the following items 
on the Agenda due to their sensitive nature.  
 
 


