AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL – AMENITIES COMMITTEE – NOVEMBER 2022

Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on Thursday 24 November 2022 at 6.00pm 

PRESENT: Cllr Parks (Chair), Cllr Lewis, Cllr Morrison, Cllr Dancer, Cllr Turpin,
S Moore - Minutes                                                                                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk82601233]
[bookmark: _Hlk98500137]64: APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE:
David Bewley - Accepted 

65: BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE:
None 

66: DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:
None 

67: PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:
Mr Douglas Oliphant attended to query the lack of dog bins along Links Road and the dunes area.
Members informed Mr Oliphant of where the bins along this area are. It was also explained that to place bins on the dunes themselves would disturb the natural look of the area.
Mr Oliphant did compliment Amble on how clean of dog waste it is.

[bookmark: _Hlk92447799][bookmark: _Hlk84410173]68: ALLOTMENTS:
68.1 To receive a report from AAHS. 
Members noted the report. Staff to contact AAHS to obtain a definite date of the next inspection in February.
[bookmark: _Hlk124934530]68.2 To note report of chickens running free.
Members noted that a letter had been sent to the plot holder warning them about measures that should be taken due to the circumstances we are in.
Cllr Dancer informed members that there had been a post on social media regarding hens loose in the West Allotments. Staff to contact AAHS to inform them of this. 
68.3 To agree allotment charge 2023-2025. 
Members agreed to a 2% increase to the Allotment charge. The new charge for 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 will be £1956. Staff to send to Full Council for final approval. 

70: ASSETS REPORTS: 
70.1 To note and discuss issues and agree any actions required from the report. 
Due to staff being off sick and the holidays there was no asset report this month. Staff will present a full up to date report in March.

71: TOWN: 
[bookmark: _Hlk124419948]71.1 To receive an update on the coal truck on Leazes Street.
Members were informed that the coal truck is due to be moved in due course.
71.2 To receive an update on the Radcliffe School Memorial. 
Members agreed for staff to seek quotes elsewhere due to no communication from the previous contractor. 

72: CEMETERIES:
West Cemetery
72.1 To receive an update on Storm Damaged Memorial repairs.
Members agreed for staff to seek quotes elsewhere due to no communication from the previous contractor. Based on the previous quote, Members agreed to allocate up to £4000 for the work. If any quotes where higher than £4000 staff would need to bring back to Amenities for discussion.
72.2 To receive an update on Section M survey.
Staff are compiling a list of issues to send to the relevant parties.
72.3 To discuss 2023/2024 Cemetery fees.
Members agreed to a 2% increase to the main Cemetery Fees and slight adjustments to others. Staff to send to Full Council for final approval.
72.4 To discuss a change to burial forms.
Members agreed to amend the current interment form but have suggested some alterations. Staff to produce a copy of the new interment form with members suggested alterations- this will be forwarded to members for final approval. 
72.5 To receive an update on the pathway at Section M. 
Members were informed that works started on the 20th of January and are now complete. Staff to ask NCC to tape off the area to allow the grass seed to take.
[bookmark: _Hlk124423921]72.6 To receive an update on plumbing.
Members were informed that the taps in the disabled toilet were spinning in their housing. Members agreed to leave for now and once the water is turned back on in the spring to double check the taps to ensure water can be turned off, as this may just be an issue with the taps spinning in their housing only.
72.7 To receive an update on the walkway. 
Members agreed to look at the walkway in the spring as there will be less debris from trees to see the walkway clearly. Staff to ask NCC to remove leaves from the walkway. Staff to seek advice from a contractor to estimate a repair of same or to see what they suggest is the best way forward to improving the walkway. Staff to contact the complainant to make them aware we are monitoring the situation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk124935094]72.8 To note agreement for memorial to have a small etched cat on it.
Members noted that outside of the meeting it was agreed to allow a small etched cat on a memorial. 

The following was added at Chairs discretion:
To agree quote request on a memorial 
Members agreed to the quote request on a memorial as this had a very personal association to the individual.

East Cemetery
None

73: PLAY AREAS:
Paddler’s Park
73.1 To receive an update on flooding issues. 
Members received photographs of the area prior to the meeting. Staff to continue to monitor the area after heavy rainfall.
73.2 To receive an update on the Spin Bike instructions.
Members were informed there had been no response from the company yet regarding the supply of an instruction sign/plaque. Staff to chase up.
[bookmark: _Hlk124935140]73.3 To receive an update on all signage. 
Members were informed the new signs had arrived and NCC agreed to reinstate them. Members were informed that a signage check has now been added to the weekly playground reports. Staff are to check the new reinstated signage. There are concerns about dogs off leads within the Paddlers Area. Staff to contact the dog warden to monitor the area. Cllr Parks suggested that prior to Amenities Meeting that the most recent Playground Reports be circulated to all members along with the amenities agenda. Members agreed this would be useful.

Philip Drive
73.4 To receive an update on the ownership of land.
Members were informed there had been no updates on the ownership of land. Staff to chase up. Staff to contact the Land Registry to see if they have any information regarding ownership of the play area only.

74: TOWN FURNITURE e.g., bus shelters, bins, noticeboards, seats:
74.1 To present the future bin replacement schedule.
A future bin replacement schedule will be presented at the next Amenities Meeting in March.
74.2 To receive quotations for painting of bus shelter if available. 
Members agreed to the quote of £150 for the repainting of the bus shelter along Acklington Road near to the Middle School.

[bookmark: _Hlk124420286]75: COMMUNICATIONS:
75.1 To receive an update on visits.
Members agreed that the next site visit would be held at the West Cemetery at 5.15pm on the 30th of March. 

76: AGENDA ITEMS:
[bookmark: _Hlk124505791]None

77: INFORMATION ITEMS:
77.1 To note damaged memorial.
Members note the damaged memorial and steps taken to contact the deed owner. Members agreed the memorial was deemed safe as it was lying flat on the ground.

