AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL — AMENITIES COMMITTEE — SEPTEMBER 2022

Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on Thursday 29 September 2022 at
6.00pm

PRESENT: Clir Bewley (Vice Chair), Clir Weir, ClIr Lewis, ClIr Morrison, Cllr Dancer,
S Moore - Minutes

32: APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE:
lan Parks - Accepted

33: BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE:
None

34: DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:
None

35: PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:
No members of the public were present

36: ALLOTMENTS:

36.1 To receive areport from AAHS

The report from the allotment society was noted.

Staff to request when next inspection is, also to get an update on rodent course
completion and inform of future culvert repair works.

36.2 To discuss bonfire issues

It was acknowledged that AAHS Committee were aware of these problems and tried
to address them but without specific allotment numbers it was difficult to target
warnings

Late item - To discuss damage to allotment fence

A section of the metal fence along Percy Drive had been severely damaged
apparently by a vehicle. Police were being asked to look into this; quotes for repair
were being gathered and an insurance claim submitted.

38: ASSETS REPORTS:

38.1 To note and discuss issues and agree any actions required from the
report.

Issues were noted and most could be addressed with NCC in the SLA meeting

39: TOWN:

39.1 Update on Memorial Clock Electrical works

Members were informed that the Memorial Clock Electrical works are now
completed. The clock is now fully working again however a part is required to
regulate the timing.

39.2 Update on Memorial Clock door thresh repair

Members were informed that work is to begin after the 29" of September

39.3 Update on blanking of T.I.C. on sighage posts

Members were informed that as we no longer have a tourist information centre, the
‘Tourist Information’ on road signage and the fingerpost street signs in Amble have
been covered up.

39.4 To note Litter pick in town
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Members were informed that Cross Border Coastal Clean Up will be in Amble on the
15t of October at the Town Square at 10.30am to carry out a town litter pick. All
equipment will be supplied by the company, but anyone wishing to join in has been
asked to bring their own gloves.

40: CEMETERIES:

West Cemetery

40.1 To receive an update on Storm Damaged Memorial repairs

A response was not forthcoming from the contractor. Staff would contact again to
say if no date given other contractors would be contacted to carry out the work.
40.2 To receive an update on Drive repair

Members were informed the drive repair has now been completed.

40.3 To receive an update on ‘office’ building roof and gutter works

Members were informed that work is to begin after the 29™ of September

40.4 To receive an update on stabilising notice board

Members were informed that work is to begin after the 29™ of September

40.5 To receive an update on Memorial wall repair

Members were informed that work is to begin after the 29t of September

40.6 To receive an update on Section M survey

Staff were collating members inspection reports and would then inform NCC of the
work to be carried out

40.7 To receive an update on wasp nests

As a matter of Health and Safety a contractor was asked to remove two wasps’ nests
from the cemetery. Retrospective approval was accepted for the cost of £90

East Cemetery

40.8 To receive an update on the gate repair

Members were informed that the gates are now repaired and back in place.
40.9 To receive quotation for painting the gates

Members accepted a quote of £358 to repaint the gates at the East Cemetery.
Staff to let the contractor know to begin work.

40.10 Site Visit

The edges of the circle required trimming back.

The wildflower area and shrubs were due to be cut back

After the gates were painted an arrow would be placed on the gate lock plate to
demonstrate the correct way to turn the handle.

41: PLAY AREAS:

Paddler’s Park

41.1 To receive an update on flooding issues

NCC informed work had been carried out last year; however, ATC were not
convinced as to the success of this. Staff were asked to take photographs after
heavy rain and reassess with more over a few days to ascertain how long surface
water took to drain away. This would then inform any further response needed.
41.2 To note ongoing issues (weeds / debris in water feature drainage channel/
hard landscape/ bed at entrance by Car Park below Gordon Villas)

In order to tidy the area, these would be addressed at the SLA meeting

41.3 To receive an update about Spin Bike installation if available

Members were informed that works are to begin the 17t of October.

41 .4 Site Visit
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All items mentioned were looked at.

The caterpillar had been repaired.

In the Spring, a quote to paint the play area gates would be looked into

In the Spring, a contractor would be asked to quote to remove the ‘star’ decals and
paint them instead- perhaps using tennis court paint. This would be monitored for
wear.

The grass needed trimmed from the walkways.

Philip Drive

41.5 To receive a quotation to resurface the park if available

As the ROSPA report had highlighted the low risk posed by the lifting of some tiles, a
guote to resurface was sought.

A quote of £7,649.28 was given to resurface two play areas within the park.
Members felt this was too expensive for the size of the areas.

The area would continue to be monitored

42: TOWN FURNITURE e.g., bus shelters, bins, noticeboards, seats:

42.1 To receive an update on seats at Bay View

Members were informed that all four new seats were now installed at Bay View.
Staff to pass on thanks to NCC.

42.2 To receive an update on bin replacement schedule including reviewing
future bin types

Members discussed the possible future bin options, and it was agreed that as there
is not much difference in size to go with Wheelie Bin holders/bins on Queen Street,
High Street gardens and near the car park at the town centre.

Staff to order six new bins at a cost of £592.98 each

Installation costs would be looked at with NCC

Any ‘good’ bins would be relocated to other areas where bins were badly
deteriorated- staff to advise NCC.

Staff would determine which areas would be refurbished next year.

42.3 To receive an update on the painting of the mural at Church Street bus
shelter

Members approved a quote of £150 to upgrade the paintwork at the Church Street
bus shelter. Staff to let contractor know to begin work. Contractor to inform if sides
were being painted too as if not that would need included in the separate quote. A
guote would be sought to paint the floor and part wall to seat height, the ceiling
where needed and the bench itself. The wood trim under the roof also required work.
42.4 To receive quotations for repair and painting of bus shelters if available
As staff have had no response or update for several months from the company that
had said they would survey the damaged bus shelter roof and provide a quote, it was
felt that staff would pursue another route.

Staff to get a quote to remove the current roof and replace with corrugated roof
sheets for easier maintenance.

Staff to chase up quotes for painting the bus shelter near the Middle School and the
bus shelter on Links Avenue

42.5 To receive an update on damaged seat

Staff were informed that the damaged seat has been removed and a spare seat ATC
had, has been installed, along with a new memorial plaque as the old one went
missing when the seat was vandalised.
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43: COMMUNICATIONS:
43.1 To note complaint about the Phillip Drive Park
NCC had been requested to attend to litter pick and tidy the area

44. AGENDA ITEMS:

44.1 To receive a quotation for the pathway at Section M if available
Members were informed that quotes had been requested.

Staff are to chase up quote request

45: INFORMATION ITEMS:

45.1 To note the closure of the Harbour toilets

Members were informed that the Harbour toilets have been closed due to part of the
ceiling falling down.

45.2 To note closure of part of the Right of Way from New Hall to West Drive
Members were informed that this area is now open to the public again.

45.3 To receive an update on the Local Authority Treescape Fund

Trees were due to be received for storage to plant next Spring. Staff to check
contractor would ‘dig these in.” Further trees were declined

46: DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
The next Meeting date will be held at 6.00pm on Thursday 24t November 2022,
in the Town Council Office, Top Floor, Fourways 2, Amble NE65 ODT.

Under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and
public will be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the following
items on the Agenda due to their sensitive nature.

47: PUBLIC VERSION OF PRIVATE:

47.1 To receive an update on coal truck renovation and sponsorship of the
‘Fish’ sculpture

The coal truck was currently being repaired and had been replanted by Amble Inn.
Discussions re: the fish were still ongoing- Clir Bewley to have further talks

47.2 To discuss Paddlers seat

Another plaque had been placed on a memorial seat without ATC permission.
However, as it was believed it was in memory of one of the family members who had
donated the seat, it was determined to leave it in situ.



