AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL - OCTOBER 2022

The Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Thursday 13 October 2022, 6.00pm
Fourways 2, 6 Dilston Terrace, Amble.

PRESENT:
C Weir (Chair), H Lewis (Vice Chair), D. Bewley, K Morrison, | Parks, P Dancer
V Smith — Minute Taker

110.APOLOGIES
J Watson — the apologies were accepted.

111. BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE
111.1 Potential Councillor engagement / advertising / publicity

It was discussed whether to advertise for the vacant Councillor positions more widely. It
was agreed not to advertise through the Gazette but to have a meet and greet type of
session where members of the community who may be interested in being on the council
would be able to come and have an informal chat about what it involves and what the
councillors do.

Resolved: To arrange a meet and greet session on the 17th of December from 1030 till
12 pm. If there was still no interest in the positions after this then another session to be
arranged for Easter.

111.2 To note Councillor Bewley’s appointment to the Standards Committee

Councillor Bewley’s appointment to the standards committee was noted. Members
wished him well.

112. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: (maximum 15 minutes)
There were no members of the public present.
113. MINUTES: TOWN COUNCIL

113.1: To consider the minutes of the meeting held on 8 September 2022 items 91 -

109.5

Resolved: The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record

114. CLERK’S REPORT:

114.1 Clerks Report attached

Resolved: The Clerks report was accepted, and the Clerk was thanked.

115 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS and REPORT:

To receive the communications and report of the Chairman pertaining to Council
Business:

115.1: Chairman

Cllr Weir presided over the silence for HM Queen Elizabeth II.

A member of the team is off sick, and it was agreed for the clerk to arrange for a card to
be sent.

Councillor Weir has met with a local business man to discuss the coal truck on Leazes
Street. He is unhappy with the area as a whole and feels that the area needs more gravel
and bushes. This would be the responsibility of Warkworth Harbour Commissioners.
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Once this area has been brought up to standard he is happy to continue to plant the coal
truck.

Resolved: Clerk to write to the Chair of the Harbour Commissioners to ask that once the
area is tidied up to let her know and she can inform relevant parties.

115.2: Vice Chairman

All items contained within the agenda for update

116. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS:

116.1: To receive areport from County Councillor Clark

Councillor Clark submitted apologies but provided details on the Church Street Speed
Survey. The results have met the criteria required by the Northumbria Safety Roads
Initiative (formerly Camera Partnership) for consideration of additional enforcement
measures.

Given that the 85™ %iles are 26.3 mph for eastbound vehicles and 24.9mph for
westbound vehicles, NCC would forward this information onto Northumbria Safer Roads
Initiative in this instance because they fall inside the Association of Chief Police

Officers limits.

Members thanked ClIr Clark for his report however the speed survey does prove there is
an issue here so it should not be the responsibility of the Town Council to fund additional
signage.

Resolved — The Clerk to thank CliIr Clark for his report and to forward the speed survey
results to the Locality Officer.

116.2: To receive areport from County Councillor Watson

Councillor Watson submitted his apologies but provided the below report:

School discussions are going well and on schedule with a SEND school for 50 pupils
which is great for children who have to travel far at the moment.

This has put budget to around £36 million

Clir Watson is working with NCC planners to come up with solutions about community
hub and sporting facilities.

Cllr Watson has insisted that when NCC arrive at a proper stage in the development that
the Town Council are involved in a working group which he will also be on, details to
follow.

The long-awaited speed sign at the bottom of the Wynd is now due in mid-November

Cllr Watson has asked Highways to hold on Acklington Road speeding developments
until more information is known on what is needed with new school proposals.

Clir Watson hopes that public concern about parking on Acklington Road mainly on a
Thursday evening and Saturday match days will be addressed by suggestions he is
pursuing to do with parking for the school. It was reported that this will not be a quick fix.
The Harbour Office is being officially opened by the Duchess on 27 Oct 2022. It is hoped
that the car park will be re surfaced before then.

Cllr Watson is awaiting details of how to give the £1000 each from ClIr Clark and himself
for the long lens camera.

Members thanked Clir Watson for his report however feel that the speed restriction on
Acklington Road should not be put on hold and should be implemented as soon as possible.
Resolved: Clerk to contact Clir Watson

117. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES &
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS:
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117.1 To receive the report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside bodies (Clir
Reports)

e Councillor Weir to provide an update on the Sculpture Trail

Clir Weir requested that this item be moved to private.
Resolved: Members agreed that this item should be discussed privately.

117.2 Feedback on Northumberland Community Resilience meeting
Councillor Weir and Councillor Bewley attended the community resilience session. The
main points were focused on civil defense and response teams. A strategy is being
worked up for first and second responders, warm hubs and community centres. Funding
may be available from Northern Power Grid to assist with this work. It was felt that the
sessions would be more beneficial for the attendees if there was annual training and
better communications in place for when an incident such as Storm Arwen takes place. It
was also felt that the sessions were more geared to isolated areas such as Rothbury and
Wooler. A more central communication point would be needed in future.
Members were made aware of the drop-in sessions being arranged by Ann Marie
Trevelyan and Northern Power Grid on 4" November 6pm at Belford Primary School and
8" November 6pm at Jubilee Hall, Rothbury.
117.3 Notes of Events Committee and Amble Youth Project
Councillor Morrison circulated notes from the Events Committee meeting and the Amble
Youth Project meeting- notes were received. Councillor Weir noted that the structure of
Amble Youth Project seemed more settled now but it was felt that the relationship
between Amble Youth Project and Northumbria Police needed more work. Councillor
Morrison reported that Amble Youth Project wanted more involvement from Northumbria
Police.
Clir Dancer attended the NALC AGM which was focused on Neighbourhood Plans with
attendance from Rob Murfin.
Councillor Bewley attended the inequalities event in June which focused on 12 local
events in Northumberland and asked three questions:

e What can communities do for themselves?

e What do communities need help with?

e What can agencies do that communities can’t?

The reports from the sessions in June have been circulated. The Children’s and Young
Peoples Strategy is to be forwarded to Councillor Parks and Morrison to take forward with
Amble Youth Project. It was pointed out that the outcome of this survey was from
people’s perceptions and not through data. The next update on this will take place in the
autumn.

118. FINANCIAL REPORT:
118.1 To consider voucher numbers 144 — 163 for payment and 37 - 39 for receipt.
Resolved: The payments and receipts were accepted.

118.2 Bank Reconciliation
Resolved: The bank reconciliation was noted.

A meeting to discuss the 2023-24 budget has been arranged for 25" October at 2pm

Members were made aware that as part of this meeting, salaries will be looked at.
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118.3 Year to date figures
The Clerk has made the necessary amendments to some overspent budget heading, using
the allocated Earmarked Funds where appropriate.
Resolved: The year to date figures were accepted.
118.4 Grant Requests
e Warkworth Cricket Club £950 — Clubhouse Upgrade TC
The grant request from Warkworth Cricket Club was discussed. Councillor Parks declared
an interest and took no part in the vote. After a discussion, Councillor Lewis proposed a
donation of £500 provided the project goes ahead. This was seconded by Councillor
Dancer.
Resolved: Clerk to contact Warkworth Cricket Club to explain the agreement.
118.5 Events Committee financial assistance request for Torchlight Procession
The Events Committee have requested that the Town Council pay for the road closures
required for the Christmas lights switch on event. The cost is £1075.
Discussion took place regarding historical arrangements when there was not a charge for TC
road closures however, the County Council have since changed their policy and a road
closure is now payable. Councillor Lewis proposed that the Town Council pay £575
towards the cost of the road closures if the Events Committee pay the rest. This was
seconded by Councillor Bewley and agreed.
Resolved: Clerk to make arrangements for payment

119.AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:

Items deferred from September 2022

101.5 To note the blanking of T.I.C. on highway and fingerpost signage

Noted

October 2022 Items

119.1 To note the minutes of the Amenities Committee 28 September 2022
Resolved: The minutes were agreed as a true record subject to the date being changed.
119.2 To receive an update to works to trees on Gloster Hill / The Wynd

There has been no response from the allotment holders affected by these proposed works
and therefore, permission was given on the basis that any damage was made good.
Photographs of the area have been taken as a record.

119.3 To receive an update on the installation of the new Spin Bike and resurfacing
of stepping pod surface and alterations to swings.

The spin bike will be installed w/c 17" October. Whilst there the stepping pod surface will
also be replaced and the swings will be checked and altered as appropriate.

119.4 To note the damage to the East Allotment fence and subsequent action.

The damage caused by a car crash to the East Allotment fence has been reported to the
police however they have checked the CCTV camera given the date and time and there
was no evidence of the accident having taken place at that time. The tenant of the
allotment has taken the bumper left at the scene home. The Clerk is checking whether
she has permission to share the tenant’s details with Northumbria Police. The fence now
needs a new section however it is difficult to find a contractor who can supply this.
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The East Cemetery gates have been painted by John Young and whilst there they also
painted the bench on The Links free of charge. Staff to send a nice thank you letter to
John Young.

The harbour toilets are due to be refurbished by the end of the year however, there is no
detail as to what the refurbishment will entail. According to NCC the communications from
the contractors carrying out the works is not very clear so they are unsure what is
happening and when. The refurbishment work will also include the TIC toilets but again
there are no details of what the refurbishment will entail.

Councillor Bewley has made a contact with The Amble Inn and is arranging a meeting in
due course.

120: PLANNING COMMITTEE

Deferred from September 2022

101.1 To note Planning outcomes for August 2022

Noted

101.2 To receive an update on the South Roundabout if available

The area appears to have been levelled and re-soiled with kerbs. It was noted that the
recent application for an additional 60 houses has this area as the access road to the site
office.

101.3 To receive an update on planning enforcement queries if available

No update available

October 2022

120.1 Planning outcomes 2022

Resolved: The planning outcomes were noted.

120.2 To discuss ClIr attendance at Planning Committee re Lifetime Neighbourhood
application

Discussion took place around a CllIr attendance if and when the Lifetime Neighbourhood
application goes to the NCC Planning Committee. Councillor Dancer would like it to be
open to a member should the council feel this is appropriate. Members agreed that if the
planning report highlights something that they would like to raise then someone from the
Town Council should attend. As yet there is no date for the report or the meeting.

If it is necessary for a member to attend it was agreed that Councillor Bewley as Chair of
Planning should be the one to go

A meeting with Rob Murfin has been arranged for the 22nd of November at 7pm.

An item for discussion during the meeting with Rob Murfin is a query regarding
applications which have already been approved some time ago where the S106 money is
calculated using now old data, is there a way to refresh this so that it is more up-to-date
and the most appropriate amount of S106 is received.

121. AGENDA ITEMS:

Iltems deferred from September 2022

102.12 To note reports of litter on North Street leading to the bridge area and to
discuss whether to reinstate the Community Litter Picks, seek volunteers and
agree dates

Resolved: Community Litter Pick deferred to February 2023
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121.1 Acklington Road School Safety Scheme

Members discussed the 20 mph school time speed restriction for Acklington Road. There
Is concern that this is only enforceable during school times. Acklington Road covers the
welfare area which is regularly used on the evenings and weekends and therefore
members would urge that the County Council consider amending this speed restriction to
be permanent. The increase in housing and pressure on this road is to grow in the future.

In light of the numerous complaints received by the town council, members would urge the
county council to implement the speed restrictions as soon as possible. Northumbria police
are also aware of our concerns and support.

Resolved: Clerk to contact NCC with response.

121.2 To receive an update on the culvert discussions with Home Group and ESH
The update from Esh was circulated. Having viewed the options available members would
like the remedial works of bitmac surface to the walkways to continue at least to the bottom
of the slope towards the raised beds.

Resolved: The clerk to respond that the town councils’ concerns remain however they are
prepared to consider their proposal if agreement is given to the remedial works suggested.
121.3 To consider individual’s request for statue within the town

Town Council has been contacted by a person who would like a permanent memorial made
to Freddie the Dolphin. The requester has been advised to contact Warkworth Harbour
Commissioners due to the fact that the location in mind is not in the Town Council’s
ownership. Unfortunately, the Town Council do not own any land where memorials such
as this can be placed.

Resolved: Clerk to respond.

121.4 To formally discuss the insurance settlement from Zurich

The final settlement offer from Zurich for Storm damage is £8779. Members are asked to
approve the settlement. The details of each item claimed and the settlement figure for each
has been circulated.

Resolved: The Clerk to accept the offer.

121.5 To receive an update on the Deed of Surrender

Correspondence has been received from Northumberland County council on the 7t
September confirming they are happy to meet the legal fees from Adam Douglas capped
at £500.00 plus VAT in relation to the Deed of Surrender.

121.6 To discuss the request for lighting of the clock tower

The town council have been asked whether they would be minded to light the clocktower
on the night of the Christmas parade. As yet there are no costs known therefore the Clerk
was asked to contact Andrew Mounsey for availability and some financial figures to light up
the clocktower on the night of the Christmas parade only.

Resolved: Clerk to contact Andrew Mounsey.

121.7 To discuss Mayor’s attendance at opening of new Warkworth Harbour
Commissioners building 27 October 2022

Resolved: The Mayor was permitted to attend.

121.8 To receive an update on Remembrance Day preparations

An update on the Remembrance Day arrangements was given. Invitations have been
sent out and a Deputy Lieutenant will be present although it is unclear who this is yet. The
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Clerk to ask John McDermott to bless the Seafarers Memorial during their service and to
also alert Coquet Churches Together that there will be no gazebo available this year. The
Clerk to send a draft order of service to Clir Lewis. The Clerk to also arrange a meeting
with Katrina (Cadets) and Councillor Weir.

121.9 To receive an update on the Mayor’s Reception

The Mayors Reception is taking place on the 11th of December at the Radcliffe Club in
Amble. Once again there will be a raffle and volunteers are needed to help out. Members
were invited to donate prizes. Staff are seeking menus but the entertainment is yet to be
confirmed because there is now a charge for the Harbour Lights choir. Councillor Parks
and Councillor Morrison to ask their contacts for availability to do a 20 minute piece either
side of the buffet.

121.10 To note feedback on Queen Elizabeth Il minute’s silence service TC
The silence held for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il was well attended. The first flowers
are to be paid out of the chairman’‘s expenses and the second set of flowers were paid for
by Councillor Lewis.

121.11To discuss a permanent memorial for Queen Elizabeth I

Discussion took place around a possible permanent memorial to Queen Elizabeth Il in the
form of a flower bed up the West Cemetery driveway.

The idea would be to have all year round colour with heathers and white lily of the valley
or similar. The lettering EIIR may be possible depending on what the County Council can
achieve. The next meeting of the SLA is on site at the West Cemetery and this can be TC
discussed further then.

Resolved: Investigations to be made for commemorative flowerbed.

121.12 To receive an update on the Seafarers Memorial

An update was giving on the Seafarers memorial. The land has been dug and the curb sets
have gone in. The contractors are liaising with each other and agreement for the use of the
original design has been given

121.13 To note Clock Tower roof inspection due

Resolved: Clerk to contact contractor and arrange inspection.

The repairs to the clocktower remain incomplete due to a sensor needing to be made. The
PAR will cost £1427 plus VAT without it the clock will not keep the time and at the moment
is losing one minute a week.

Resolved: Clerk to proceed with the purchase.

121.14 Consideration of celebration of King Charles Ill coronation

It was reported that King Charles IIl coronation will take place on the 6th of May 2022.
Ideas have been presented to commemorate this historical event and whilst fireworks TC
have been successful in the past there are concerns that Ecology wouldn’t pass the event
taking place so early, not to mention the additional costs for security, insurance and first
aid.

It was suggested to present each school child with a commemorative mug which would
possibly have the Kings cipher on and the town crest on the bottom. It was also
suggested to create party packs to encourage people of the town to hold their own street
parties.

Councillor Morrison to raise this with the events committee and ask them if they plan to TC
do anything. It was queried whether the town council could purchase additional mugs for
people who do not have school children.
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There are approx. 900 children in each of the schools in Amble therefore it was agreed to
seek a price for 1000 cups.

Resolved: Costs for mugs to be investigated. No action to be taken re Party Packs to
see if these will be provided these for free from other organisations.

122. COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or discuss
where necessary the items.

122.1 Anti-social behaviour concerns within the town

A response to the letter was received regarding the contribution to CCTV however the other
issues raised in our letter regarding ASB have gone unanswered.

Resolved: Clerk to contact all requesting a response.

122.2 Womens Workshop Programme of Events

122.3 Amble Youth Club After School Club

122.4 Alnwick Garden Club Programme September 22 - May 2023

122.5 Amble Library Techy Tea Party

122.6 Amble Youth Project Volunteer request

122.7 Northumberland Gazette Community Publicity offer

122.8 Fighting with Pride

122.9 Escape Family Support — Level 3 training

122.10 Well-being workshops — Tuesdays 1pm — 2.30pm Online Escape Family
Support

122.11 Teen Triple P Parenting Workshops — Escape Family Support
122.12 Local In equalities Plan and Newsletter

122.13 Newsletter from Anne Marie Trevelyan 23/9,

122.14 Neighbourhood Watch Community Crime Survey 2022

122.15 To note outcome of Coquet Partnership Consultation

122.16 Longhoughton Community and Sports Centre Newsletter

122.17 October Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter for England and Wales
122.18 Pollution on Turner Street Amble from Tesco

122.19 The Friday Project Youth Café

122.20 Amble Youth Project Logo vote

122.21 Amble Youth Project Young Leaders Programme

122.22 White Ribbon Promises. End Violence Against Women

122.23 Request to rehome paintings

Members suggested contacting the Library.

122.24 To note complaint regarding George Street back lane

Resolved: All comms noted en-bloc

123. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION:
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items.
Deferred from September 2022

104.1 Anne Marie Trevelyan 8 August 2022

104.2 CAN 19/8,

104.3 To note the Coastlands update and newsletter

104.4 NALC 15/8, 18/8, 24/8

104.5 Northumberland College Recovery Newsletter
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104.6 To note the notes of the meeting with Northern Structures regarding the
seafarers memorial

104.7 Notes of Estate Walkabout 17 August 2022

Resolved: All comms noted en-bloc

October 2022

123.1 Amble Coastal Communities Team Economic Plan

Amble Development Trust has been approached by the County Council to update the
Amble version of the Economic Development Plan similar to that used in Penrith.

The Development Trust has suggested that the CCT team would be the best team to take
this on. Initial thoughts from the Town Council are that they would like to be involved but
that the scope should be widened and additional membership of the group should be
looked at.

Resolved: Clerk to respond to ADT re Town Councils involvement.

123.2 Amble Policing update

123.3 CAN Enews 2/9, 16/9, 30/9

123.4 Northumbria Police Performance Outcome

123.5 Warming homes resource booklet

123.6 To note the letter sent to Northumbria Police regarding ASB in Amble

123.7 To note the minutes of the meeting with ESH on 29 September 2022

123.8 To note the minutes of meeting with Northumbria Police on 6 September and
4 October

123.9 To note welcome letter sent to Graham Popay, NALC

123.10 To note minutes of Locality meeting 27 September 2022

123.11 To note the minutes of the Partnership Meeting with NCC 4 October 2022
Resolved: All items noted en-bloc

124. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:
124.1 10 November 2022, 6.00pm, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2

125. DATES FOR DIARIES

18 October 2022, 10am — Estate Walkabout, meet at Town Square
18 October 2022, 2.pm — Locality meeting

19 October 2022, 2.00pm — Recreation Brief

13 November 2022, 10.55a.m. Remembrance Service

Under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public will
be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the following items on the
Agenda due to their sensitive nature.

PUBLIC VERSION OF PRIVATE

126: MINUTES -

126.1: To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting of 8 September 2022 items
107 - 109.5

Resolved: The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record.

126.2 To note the minutes of the Amenities Committee 28 September 2022

TC
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Resolved: The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record.

127. PRIVATE REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE
BODIES & REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE
INDIVIDUALS

127.1 Councillor Weir to provide an update on the Sculpture Trail

As agreed, ClIr Weirs item regarding the Sculpture Trail was moved to private.

Some signage will be erected to inform people that these frames are not for climbing on.
There remains concern that there is no information in place at any of the sculptures to tell
the public what they are.

128. AGENDA ITEMS

128.1 To receive alegal update and to note minutes of meeting held on 28 September
2022

The notes of the meeting were accepted. TC
Resolved: Clerk to contact the legal team again and urge for completion.

128.2 To receive a CCTV update and discuss way forward

Resolved: Members agreed in principle to change contractors. Staff are to seek
alternative suppliers for the IT support element for the office.

128.3 To receive an update on staff salaries and office arrangements

Resolved: Retrospective agreement was given for staff incremental increase.

Members were made aware of staffing absence in the office.

A meeting to discuss the budget has been arranged for the 25th of October.

10



