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The Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Thursday 14th July 2022, 6.00pm Fourways 2, 6 Dilston 
Terrace, Amble. 
 

 
PRESENT: 
Cllrs Craig Weir, (Chair), H Lewis, I Parks, D. Bewley, P Dancer, K Morrison 
V Smith – Minute Taker  
 
50.APOLOGIES  
None 
 

51. BUSINESS REQUIRED BY STATUTE 
51.1 To receive an update on the current Councillor Vacancies 
There has been no interest to date in either vacancy. 
 
52.PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: (maximum 15 minutes)  
In accordance with Section 1(d-g) of the ATC Standing Orders members of the public 
present may address the Council at this point on the agenda. The Council/Committee 
reserves the right to respond or debate the issue at a later date 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

53. MINUTES: TOWN COUNCIL  
53.1: To consider the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2022 items 31 – 49.1  
Resolved: The minutes were agreed as a true record. 
54. CLERK’S REPORT:  
RECOMMENDATION – That the Council notes the contents of the report and consider 
actions where necessary.  
54.1 Clerks Report attached 
Resolved:  The Clerks report was accepted and the Clerk was thanked for her work.  It was agreed 
to continue with the Clerks report in this way. 
55 CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS and REPORT:  
To receive the communications and report of the Chairman pertaining to Council Business: 
55.1: Chairman 
Cllr Weir presented the Amble Town Council awards ceremony, supported by the Vice Chair.  The 
ceremony was smaller than in previous years with only winners and second places invited.  Cllr 
Weir will be hand delivering the unclaimed awards and members will deliver the certificates. 
Cllr Weir proposed that the Town Council send a letter of thanks to Stephen Rickitt (NALC) for his 
dedication and service over the years. Cllr Lewis seconded the proposal.  
Resolved:  Clerk to draft letter on behalf of the Council. 
Cllr Weir made members aware of the Queens Baton Relay taking place at Alnwick on 15 July 2022 
from 2.00pm and to be aware of road closures around this time. 
55.2: Vice Chairman 
Cllr Lewis attended Rights of Way training delivered by NALC.  Notes of the training and an up-to-
date briefing note were circulated to Members.  It was reported that cycling on a footway remains 
a criminal offence under the 1835 Act. 
56.  REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 
56.1: To receive a report from County Councillor Clark 
Cllr Clark submitted apologies and did not provide an update. 
56.2: To receive a report from County Councillor Watson 
Councillor Watson gave an update on the Turner Street car park. The car park is due to be 
opened in the first week of August however the wall nearby will not be rebuilt until October. 
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Concern was raised regarding the sizes of the spaces however on checking, these have been 
measured to the standard size.  
Councillor Watson is also aware of the sculpture being placed near the car park. Councillor Watson 
has asked that there be hard landscaping in this area to save maintenance however soft 
landscaping was approved in the application. 
Councillor Watson informed members that the car park at Warkworth Harbour Commissioners is 
being tarmaced for this summer, which will also increase car parking spaces. 
A tree surgeon is booked to survey trees on Rotary Way. 
Councillor Watson reported that there were two new litter points at the pilot motorhome parking 
area however, Councillor Dancer reported that there was human waste in the car parking area 
that had not been collected by the NCC operatives during their morning schedule.  
Resolved: Clerk to request that operative ensure they are checking the wider area during their 
inspection. 
Councillor Watson spoke to the site manager of the Longstone Manor site. Councillor Watson was 
very impressed with their community spirit and the number of affordable homes available. 
Councillor Parks raised a concern that the show home for these homes is in Heaton which could 
be viewed as a disadvantage to those who do not have access to transport. Councillor Parks 
concerns were noted however commercially they can have the show home wherever they deem 
appropriate. 
Councillor Watson reported that some work was taking place on some land next to Percy Drive. 
Councillor Watson was asked whether there had been any further interest in the retail park. 
Councillor Watson reported that there has been some increased interest in the drive-through. 
There has been some difficulty due to pre-pandemic data and estimates. 
Councillor Watson was made aware of antisocial behaviour within the Warkworth Harbour 
Commissioners car park with some drivers being rude to passers-by. 
57. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES & REPORTS OF 
MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS: 
57.1 To receive the report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside bodies (Cllr Reports) 
Councillor Weir attended a meeting to allocate out the earmarked funds and also attended a 
meeting with Alncom, a meeting at Paddlers Park regarding the water feature and new play 
equipment, an SLA site visit and a meeting with Northumbria Police.  
The AGM of Amble Development Trust is next Wednesday however Councillor Weir may be 
unable to attend but he will submit a report in advance. 
 
Councillor Morrison attended a meeting with Amble Youth Project. A new manager has been 
appointed and will attend a future council meeting to introduce herself. The new manager is 
beginning to look at Friday night interventions with all the children and is very enthusiastic. A four 
week summer program has been developed. 
Councillor Morrison also attended an Events meeting. The puffin festival was well received and 
has received good feedback. Councillor Morrison showed members pictures of the competition 
winners. 
Councillor Morrison reported that the Christmas Light Parade was scheduled for the 20th 
November 2022 and that a young citizen is still to be confirmed for the light switch on. 
 
Councillor Dancer attended the NALC meeting and was co-opted. Other councils are reporting 
similar complaints to Amble Town Council such as bus shelters and not being made aware of 
planning applications. A confidential meeting is due to take place with regards to Operation 
London Bridge. 
 
58. FINANCIAL REPORT: 
58.1 To consider voucher numbers 48 - 88 for payment and 1 - 20 for receipt. 
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Resolved: The payments and receipts were agreed. 
58.2 Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved: The bank reconciliation showed an error of 20p.  The reconciliation was noted and Clerk 
to investigate.  
58.3 YTD figures 
Resolved: The figures were noted. 
58.3 To consider and approve the funds allocated to the Ear Marked Funds 

Resolved: The funding allocations were unanimously agreed. 
58.4 Grant requests 

The Colony Festival 
A grant request of £1440 was received from The Colony Festival for stage hire and generator 
hire. After discussion, Councillor Dancer proposed that members support the festival for the full 
amount.  This was seconded by Councillor Morrison. This was defeated. 
Councillor Lewis proposed that the Town Council should match fund the sum already fund raised 
by the organisation of £820.35.  
A vote was called, and it was resolved that the town council would match fund the existing monies 
already been raised. The clerk to request that the Town Council are acknowledged for their 
contribution. 
Amble Links FC 
Amble Links Football Club submitted a request for a line marker at a cost of £349.94. Councillor 
Weir proposed that the town council purchase and gift the line marker on the condition that if any 
other local clubs wish to use it that Amble Links will loan it to them. Amble Links would be free to 
place any conditions they see fit on the loan of the line marker to other local clubs. The clerk is to 
request further details of where they will store it. Councillor Weir’s proposal was seconded by 
Councillor Bewley and agreed. 
Resolved: Clerk to purchase line marker and seek assurances from Amble Links. 
58.5 Update on adding Cllr Dancer to signatories 

The Clerk to action as soon as possible. 
58.6 Update on Insurance storm damage claim 

The Clerk has requested an update from the insurers with regards to progress on the claim. 
 
59.AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  
59.1 To consider and agree the minutes of the Amenities Committee on 26 May 2022 
Resolved:  The minutes of the Amenities Committee were considered and agreed as a true record 
subject to a correction of spelling on the last page. 
59.2 To receive an update on the repair of the air walker and installation of the water feature 
pump at Paddlers Park 
The Air Walker and the Water Feature have been repaired in time for the summer season. 
The Town Council have been thanked for repairing the water feature as it is loved by so many 
children. 
59.3 To note details of meeting held regarding staff attendance at Kompan roadshow and 
discuss purchase of new equipment 
Members had been provided the notes of the Kompan Roadshow and the feedback from staff 
with regards to the new equipment.  The new equipment is capable of a higher resistance 
resulting in a better work out or exercise should the user wish. 
The city bike is £4483.75 plus installation costs.  The city Bike is to be considered instead of the 
push-up bars. Councillor Parks proposed the purchase of the city bike, the proposal was 
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seconded by Councillor Bewley. All members were in favour and therefore it was resolved that the 
town council would purchase a City Bike from Kompan.  The Clerk to arrange a site visit ASAP. 
59.4 To receive an update on the Coal Truck area at Leazes Street 
The land around the coal truck on Leazes Street is to be maintained by Warkworth Harbour 
Commissioners. A resident has been asked if he would consider planting the coal truck again but 
there has been no response to date. If the resident is unwilling the planting will be added to the 
SLA agreement. 
59.5 To note the ROSPA Reports for Paddlers Park and Philp Drive  
The reports were noted and will be discussed further at the next Amenities Committee. 
59.6 To request retrospective approval for 4 seats instead of 2 for Bay View  
Retrospective approval was agreed for the purchase of four seats rather than two for Bay View. 
This was proposed by Councillor Dancer and seconded by Councillor Morrison and agreed. 
59.7 To note the outcome of the Lightning Protection test at Amble Clock Tower 
Noted  
The following items were received after the agenda had been published and due to urgency 
were added at the Chairs discretion: 
59.8 Quote for repair of Amble Clock Tower electrics 
A quote to carry out the electrical work to the clocktower was received. The quote was very 
reasonable and Councillor Weir proposed that the Town Council accept the quote. This was 
seconded by Councillor Lewis and agreed.  
Resolved:  The contractor to be instructed to proceed and give a start date asap. 
58.9 Complaint re Grave at Amble West Cemetery 
Members were made aware of a complaint regarding a grave at Amble West Cemetery which the 
client felt had been covered in gravel. 
The clerk to investigate and ascertain the plot number and discuss the issue with the resident. 
Clerk to update members as appropriate. 
58.10 Fires at Allotments  
The Town Council has received complaints regarding the fires at the West Allotment. The Clerk to 
pass this to the allotment society to remind them to ask their tenants to be mindful of nearby 
residents and wind direction as well as not leaving fires unattended. 
58.11 Harbour Toilets 
Members were made aware of the criminal damage at the men’s toilets at the harbour which has 
resulted in those toilets being closed. 
58.12 Signage request from Amble and Warkworth Rotary 
The Rotary have requested signage on the raised bed in the memorial garden. Members agree in 
principle subject to more detail being received regarding the type of material and fixing. Councillor 
Watson took no part in this discussion. 
60: PLANNING COMMITTEE 
60.1 To receive an update on planning matters re former Marina Arms site 
Staff have checked the portal and the latest information in the consultee in tray was that this 
application was withdrawn.  There have been some issues with planning applications being missed 
however it may be that staff need to check the general inbox as well as the consultation tray on the 
planning portal. Clerk to speak to staff about checking both areas. 
60.2 To note the removal of the advertisement sign on Dilston Terrace 
Noted 
60.3 To note the enquiry to NCC regarding the structural and appearance changes to a 
property in Gordon Villas. 
Staff have contacted NCC enforcement to ascertain whether all permissions were granted. 
60.4 To note the information from Hindhaugh Homes regarding surface water disposal and 
to confirm ATC’s concern at the possible implications 
The information was noted and Members agreed to support the suggested amendment as 

 
TC 
 
 
 
TC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TC 
 
 
 
 
TC 
 
 
 
TC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL – JULY 2022 

5 

 

highlighted by Paul Hindhaugh by diverting the water flow.  It is assumed the water will still use the 
existing outlay. 
Resolved:  The Clerk to contact NCC planning to endorse the suggestion. 
60.5 To receive an update on the Seafarers Memorial and determine whether to investigate 
an alternative design and contractor  
The bollard and anchors are now at Northern Structures who will try and shot blast and paint the 
sculpture. Nick Spurr is trying to locate a chain. There are some issues with the plinth and base as 
the original contractor is unable to carry out the works. Councillor Weir is negotiating with Northern 
Structures to see if they can do the plinth however another resident has come forward and said that 
if the Town Council supply the materials he will do it in the short term. It is important that the design 
is in keeping with the agreed planning approval. Ideally members would like the memorial in place 
by the 4th of September however it was acknowledged that this was quite a tight timescale.  
It was resolved to delegate the issue to Councillor Weir and Lewis to arrange who is going to build 
the memorial. Councillor Lewis was then delegated to ascertain which contractor will fund the 
memorial and if not to ascertain details of the materials needed that will be purchased by the Town 
Council.  
Councillor Watson agreed a personal donation towards the memorial if necessary. 
60.6 To receive an update on Turner Street Car Park and to note concerns regarding smaller 
car parking spaces 
An update was given during Cllr Watsons report. 
60.7 To consider the suggestion for a public planning meeting for residents  
A resident has requested a public planning meeting to discuss the ongoing issues around planning 
applications in Amble in general. Usually, these issues only come when there are large-scale 
planning applications being considered. Staff have referred the resident to the website and the 
Northumberland County Council planning portal where our comments are listed. When there are 
larger planning applications to be considered the Town Council always have a public planning 
meeting whereby the views of the public are listened to. This was deemed sufficient. 
60.8 Update on enquiry regarding temporary entrance off South roundabout 
Persimmons have told staff that this entrance is part of a landscaping plan for the new development.  
Members objected to this on the grounds that the temporary works access was granted as part of 
the Coquet View development and should be treated as such.  If this is to form part of a new 
planning application them it should be listed as such.   
Resolved: Staff to contact NCC enforcement.  
60.9 Update on Leazes Street road markings 
An update was requested on the road markings /  red lines on Leazes Street. If an order is 
needed it was queried whether a temporary order can be put in place until a permanent one can 
be arranged. 
Resolved: Staff to contact Paul Jones CC Jeff Watson . 
Councillor Watson said he would like the Town Council to pursue what happened with regards to 
the shop frontage works. Councillor Lewis believe that variation had been put in and agreed. 
An issue with obstructions on the highway on Ladbroke Street and Harbour Road was raised. 
Resolved: Staff to contact NCC highways and to add to the agenda for the Locality meeting with a 
request for a letter drop to all residents of hotspot areas such as Ladbroke Street, Edwin Street 
and Bede Street stating that it is illegal to place obstructions in the highway regardless of whether 
they are reserving a parking space. 
61.   AGENDA ITEMS:  
61.1 To receive an update on the Amble Town Council Awards 14 July 2022 
The garden awards went well. An article has been drafted for the Gazette and The Ambler. Staff to 
forward on. 
61.2 To note the drainage survey carried out by ESH and to consider the remedial works 
required. 
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The Town Council awaits feedback from the recent survey of the Culvert carried out by Esh on the 
8th of July.  
61.3 To consider and discuss the contents of the SLA from 2022 onwards and to note the 
outcome of the site visit 30 June 2022 
After numerous complaints regarding the condition of Amble West Cemetery members met with 
operatives and officers of NCC to take a look at the area. During that meeting NCC requested that 
the Town Council highlight their priorities. Councillor Lewis to circulate suggestions for the 
council’s priorities and members to decide if there is anything else to add. 
The issues experienced at the Cemetery are due to staffing issues and over the next coming 
weeks the Town Council have had assurances that this will improve. 
NCC accepted their shortcomings at Amble West and a new way of working should improve 
services. 
61.4 To consider and agree priorities for Northumberland Local Transport Plan (LTP) 
Capital Programme  
Members discussed and considered the needs of the town. 
The following priorities were agreed: 
1. Further Crossing point on Percy Drive. Very busy road with more residential developments 
planned therefore a greater volume of traffic often making it perilous for those crossing. Children 
regularly use this to access the middle and high school as well as pedestrians going to the 
Coquet Industrial Estate and the Central areas of town. 
 
2.Bus Pull--in marking on Woodbine Street. Due to parked vehicles lining this street, travellers 
have to step between the vehicles on the highway to board. Disabled travellers cannot always do 
this and have to go further away and walk/wheel themselves down the highway to board. The 
disabled access 'step' on the bus often cannot be lowered or is of no use due to the lack of a 
kerb. 
 
3. Road resurfacing badly needed at the part of High Street leading off the A1068 to West Avenue 
and into West Avenue itself. This area is in a very poor state of repair. This is used regularly by 
many accessing the properties at the west of the town as well as those going to the town's west 
cemetery- either to visit loved ones or for interments.  
Resolved: Clerk to contact Highways cc Terry Clark and Jeff Watson. 
61.5 To note the Town Council’s response to the Coquet Partnership Consultation 
Noted 
61.6 To request retrospective approval for the Newspage for The Ambler 
Resolved: Retrospective approval was agreed. 
61.7 To consider costs for Cllr and Staff ID Badges 
Councillor Watson agreed to take forward the request for lanyards for members.  
61.8 To consider a response to the survey from Armed Forces Officer NCC re homelessness 
The Town Council had received a questionnaire with regards to Armed Forces Homelessness and 
members felt that Town and Parish Councils should have contacts for Armed Services Personnel 
and support groups. Councillor Weir provided some feedback for the survey and also suggested 
that a quarterly newsletter sent to town and parish councils for their websites which could also 
publicise what support is available. 
Resolved:  Clerk to respond to the survey using the feedback from Cllr Weir. 
62.  COMMUNICATIONS: RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note or discuss where 
necessary the items. 
62.1 To consider the letter from Northumberland County Council regarding Land and 
Buildings on the North Side of West Avenue, Amble Lease at Amble Cemetery Building 
Members were made aware of the documents.  The Clerk is seeking legal advice and will report 
back when more information and costs are known. 
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62.2 To note the payroll changes within NCC commencing 2022/2023 
Noted 
62.3 National Police Survey Response 
Noted 
62.4 The Rural Market Towns Group - Free Membership Offer 
Noted. 
65.2 To consider the request to alter the April 2022 minutes. 
It was proposed to move this item into public as previous discussions about this issue were also in 
the public domain. 
As the April minutes were a true reflection of what was stated at that meeting it was agreed that 
they should stand.  However it was noted that in the latest correspondence from Amble 
Development Trust it was stated there is a license with Northumberland Council whereby should 
the sculptures on their land come into a state of disrepair that the Development Trust are 
responsible for their removal. 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact Amble Development Trust.  
 
63. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION: 
RECOMMENDATION - That the Council note the information items. 
63.1 To note update from Womens Workshop 
Noted.  Resolved: Clerk to add to website. 
63.2 To note the Climate Change Toolkit from NCC 
Noted 
63.3 Northumberland Inequalities Plan Locality Events 23 June 2022 
Noted 
63.4 Northumbria Police update 22/6, 23/6,4/7,  
Noted 
63.5 CAN Update 10/6, 24/6,  
Noted 
63.6 Update from Anne Marie Trevelyan 4/6, 10/6, 17/6,  
Noted 
63.7 NALC 17/6, 30/6,  
Noted 
63.8 To note the Amble Connect article in The Ambler 
Noted 
63.9 AONB Coastal Survey Drop In 4 July 2022 
Noted.  Members were made aware if the proposed nature reserve for this area and await further 
information. 
63.10 Healthwatch Northumberland Annual Report 
Noted 
64.  DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  
64.1 11 August 2022, 6.00pm, Amble Town Council Offices, Fourways2 
 
Dates for diaries  
Locality Meeting 2 August 2022 – 2.00pm 
Partnership Meeting with NCC – 9 August 2022, 9am – Site Visit Amble West 
Northumbria Police 9 August 2022, 5.30pm 
 
Under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public will be 
excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the following items on the Agenda due 
to their sensitive nature.  
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Item - RESOLVED that due to the sensitivity of the items listed below, the press and public 

be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960).  

PUBLIC VERSION OF PRIVATE 
 
65: MINUTES –  
65.1: Town Council meeting held 9 June 2022, items – 46- 49.1 
Resolved: The minutes were agreed as a true record 
65.2 To consider the request to alter the April 2022 minutes. 
This item was discussed at item 62.5 
65.3 To consider the Amenities Committee Minutes Item 15.1 
Resolved:  The minutes were agreed as a true record 
 
66. PRIVATE REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES & 
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS  
None 
 
67. AGENDA ITEMS 
67.1 To receive an update on the Community Engagement post if available 
Resolved:  Cllr Watson to request that contact is made with the Town Council. 
67.2 To receive a legal update if available  
It was acknowledged that the agreement remains commercially sensitive and should be treated as 
such.  Once an agreement is signed, a public statement it to be produced.   
 
67.3 To receive an update on CCTV developments and to consider associated costs for 
deployable camera 
Cllr Watson took no part in this discussion. 
Notes of the meeting with Alncom were circulated in advance. 
A relocation of the existing CCTV surveillance apparatus was discussed.   
Clerk to contact Northumbria Police to discuss any changes this may make to shift duties 
Provided that assurances are given, Cllr Lewis proposed that the Town Council proceed with the 
works.  This was seconded by Cllr Bewley. 
Resolved: Clerk to instruct Alncom as necessary. 
Cllr Lewis proposed that the Town Council write to the Police and Crime Commissioner  
Resolved:  Clerk to write to the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
The costs for a deployable camera were £8850.  Resolved: The Town Council would not proceed 
with this. 
67.4 To receive an update on the Grave Digging Contract 
The Contractor is happy with the new arrangement and contracts have been signed. 
67.5 Update on Staff salary adjustments 
Members were given an update.  
68. Information Items 
68.1 Notes of meeting with Alncom 30 June 2022 
Noted 
68.2 To consider and agree the notes of the meeting with Northumbria Police 14 June 2022 
Noted 
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