
AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL – AMENITIES COMMITTEE – JANUARY 2022 
 

Minutes of the Amenities Committee held on Thursday 27th January 2022 at 6.00pm  
 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Parks (Chair), Cllr Hinton (Vice Chair), Cllr Lewis, Cllr Weir, Cllr 
Morrison, Cllr Dargue, Cllr Bewley, V Smith - Minutes                                                                                                          
 
98: APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE: 
None 
 
99: DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS: 
None. 
 
100: PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: 
No members of the public were present. 
 
101: ALLOTMENTS: 
101.1 To receive a report from AAHS including an update on storm damage 
remedial works 
The report from AAHS was noted. It was acknowledged that an enormous effort had 
been undertaken in the aftermath of Storm Arwen however a site visit carried out on 
27 January highlighted some areas affecting walkways which needed priority action 
on the site of the East Allotments. Staff to respond to AAHS with concerns. 
There have been some large household items left at the top of the lane on the East 
Allotments and these are to be reported as fly tipping. Staff to action. 
There was some concern regarding the hiring of the skips and how little monitoring 
of these there was. It was suggested that if ever there is an occasion to request 
skips again that they are delivered and collected on the same day to minimise 
improper use. 
The funds to pay for the skips were quite a considerable sum and were taken from 
the AAHS funds. 
 
101.2 To receive an update re: rodent control training if available 
AAHS report suggested that the preferred training was Progreen. It was queried why 
this was chosen when the industry recognised qualification and that recommended 
by their national association was LANTRA which was the same cost and was 
available to do online. Staff to query. 
Whilst the Town Council have previously agreed to fund up to 50% of costs up to a 
total of £200, it was acknowledged that as the qualifications are registered to the 
individual that further investigation would be needed in relation to the VAT. 
There was discussion about the possibility of some contribution from the tenants 
carrying out the qualification due to the fact that the qualification will be personal to 
them and will enable them to use it personally or if they should vacate. AAHS to be 
approached and asked if they had considered some sort of payment scheme. Staff 
to action. 
 
101.3 To request a finalised copy of the Amble Allotment Holders Society 
Rules and Regulations 
ATC have requested sight of the documents that are given to new tenants which 
should also include a copy of the AAHS Rules and Regulations. Staff to contact. 
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102: Clerks Report and matters arising therefore: 
102.1 Clerks Report 
The Clerk’s Report was noted. SM was thanked for her work. 
 
103: ASSETS REPORTS: 
103.1 To receive an update on progression of asset remedial work being 
carried out. 
NCC are currently experiencing a large number of staff absences but are continuing 
the works when capacity allows. The asset remedials works will be an ongoing piece 
of work. 
ATC staff will begin checks of remedial works in the coming weeks. Staff to action. 
 
103.2 To receive an update on seats at Bay View  
ATC staff are required to measure the seat slats of those seats on Bay View to 
ensure that the correct length of materials are ordered. Staff to action. 
 
103.3 To discuss placement of ATC seat plaques 
The plaques are now ready to be installed. It was agreed to have them placed on the 
back of seats in the middle of the top row. NCC would be asked if this could be done 
as part of their checks. 
 
104: TOWN: 
104.1 To receive update on commemorative seat, plaque, and seat base 
The seat base for the commemorative seat is now in. NCC have the seat and will 
install when capacity allows. 
 
104.2 To receive an update on cleaning moss from Clock Tower 
An update has been received from the War Memorials Trust who have advised that 
they do not recommend any cleaning of the stone for at least 10 years if ever. Whilst 
the Town Council are obliged to heed their advice it was clarified that there was no 
intention of cleaning the whole structure. 
 
104.3 To receive an update on Clock Tower electrics and lighting  
A site visit took place with an electrical contractor where it was shown there had 
been water ingress. Three of the flood lights are working with one needing a repair. It 
was agreed to repair the fourth. The clock faces are now lit with one needing a very 
small amount of silicone on the base of the face.  
The current electrical supply is housed behind the clock mechanism and the very 
large pendulum which makes it impossible to carry out any electrical works without 
disturbing the clock. Current health and safety law states that all contractors must 
have adequate “Room to Work” which currently is not possible due to the location of 
the supply. 
It was suggested that in order for any future works and contractors to have 
unfettered access and so as not to impact on the clock mechanics that the supply be 
moved further towards the front on the right-hand side. A quote of £1380 was 
received to move the electrical supply within the clock tower. 
Although few contractors were available, another would be tried for a comparison. If 
no quote was forthcoming it was agreed to proceed with the quote of £1380 and to 
also ask if another double socket could be placed within the tower. Also, if these 
could be waterproof. Staff to action. 
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The Clerk to contact ADT to explain that the PA system would have to be removed.  
It was suggested that they could see whether it was possible to connect the PA 
system to a plug so that it may still be used. 
 
104.7 To note meeting notes with W.Gibson re. Clock Tower lighting 
It was agreed to record the acceptance of the above at this point in the agenda due 
to their relevance to the previous item. 
 
104.4 To receive an update on removal of detritus from the tower steps 
See item 104.2 
 
104.5 To receive an update regarding work to Radcliffe School memorial 
Advice has been taken from a local contractor who has suggested that a qualified 
stone mason look at carrying out the necessary works due to the delicate nature of 
the stone. It was therefore agreed that when the stone mason attends to carry out 
the remedial works to the storm damaged headstones that they are also asked to 
take a look at the Radcliffe School Memorial too. Staff to action. 
An update was given on the storm damaged headstones. It appears as though two 
need reinstated however one has broken and will require a new cross or a new 
memorial. Staff to action. 
 
104.6 To discuss quotation to Clock Tower door  
A quote of £90 plus VAT was received to stain / paint the door, replace hinges and 
thresh. However, whilst on the last site visit there it was noted that the internal thresh 
also needed repaired. ATC staff to request an additional quote to have this carried 
out too. All works are to be scheduled after the electrical work has been carried out. 
The work was agreed. Staff to action. 
 
104.7 To note meeting notes with W.Gibson re. Clock Tower lighting 
See above 
 
105: CEMETERIES: 
West Cemetery 
105.1 To receive an update on new plaque at turning circle  
The new plaque has been installed. 
 
105.2 To receive an update on the repair/new light for storage building 
It was agreed to discontinue works on this due to the limited usage of the building. 
The PAT testing is due to be carried out in March and the portable lights and the 
power washer need to be brought to the main office for testing. 
 
105.3 To agree the 2022-2023 Cemetery fees and any amendments required 
A comparison with other authorities confirmed that ATC are still much lower than 
some other cemeteries. It was agreed to increase the fees by 1%. Other minor 
amendments were agreed. Staff to inform Funeral Directors and Memorial Masons 
when the new paperwork is complete 
 
105.4 To receive an update on storm debris clearance 
NCC will be attending the cemetery on Saturday 5th February to remove the large 
tree root balls and debris. Due to the size of the root balls, there will remain some 
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very large holes. NCC have agreed to us know whether they could temporarily fill or 
if we had to get someone to do that. 
Meanwhile NCC were asked to take a look at the tarmac of the West Cemetery drive 
that had been lifted by the fallen tree. A quote of £1740 plus VAT was received to 
repair the damage. This would also be added to the insurance claim. 
The works to the driveway were agreed. The Clerk to liaise with Martin Duddy and 
Simon Jackson to coordinate a joint approach. 
 
105.5 To receive an update on storm damage to memorials 
Staff are currently obtaining all relevant information so that quotes from stone 
masons can be sought. It was agreed that any remedial work be carried out as it was 
Council’s responsibility for storm damage repair. Staff to proceed asap. These costs 
will also be added to the insurance claim. 
 
105.6 To discuss quotation for decoration work to gates 
The quote is to be held on file for reference and to also factor into future budget 
considerations. 
 
105.7 To receive an update on fire extinguisher service 
The Fire Extinguishers will be serviced on 28 March for a cost of £59 for up to 5.  
This cost does not include any replacements or repairs that may be highlighted 
during the service. It was agreed that staff fulfil any requirements under Health and 
Safety regulations. 
 
East Cemetery 
105.8   To discuss quotation to repair gate 
An updated quote of £1250 was received for works to the left-hand gate which would 
then include the painting of both gates taking the total quote to £3670. 
Given that Members are now aware of an alternative quote for the painting of gates it 
was agreed to proceed with the repair only at a cost of £2420. Staff to action. 
 
105.9   To discuss quotation for decoration work to gates 
It was agreed to accept the quote for £358 - work to follow the repairs. 
 
105.10 To receive an update on removal of self-set willows 
These have been removed. 
 
106: PLAY AREAS: 
Paddler’s Park 
106.1 To receive update on personal memorial seat and seat base 
The seat base is now in and ready for the seat to be installed once it is delivered. 
 
106.2 To discuss quotation for installing the memorial seat 
A quote of £80 had been agreed for the installation of the personal memorial seat. 
 
106.3 To receive an update on installation of air walker 
NCC are unable to repair the air walker until the correct tool is located. The Clerk to 
contact Kompan to request them to send one to us. 
 
106.4 To receive an update on telescope cleaning 
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Staff have been in touch with the supplier who are sending over some advice. Staff 
to update when received. 
 
106.5 To receive an update on flooding issues if available 
The area is still flooding, and photographs have been sent to NCC officer. Staff await 
a response. 
 
107: TOWN FURNITURE e.g., bus shelters, bins, noticeboards, seats: 
107.1 To discuss requesting reinstallation of bus stop signage at bus shelters 
During the storm some bus stop signage was damaged and remains lying on the 
ground. Staff to contact NCC to ask who is responsible for reinstalling. 
 
108: COMMUNICATIONS: 
108.1 To note funeral arrangements after Storm Arwin  
A funeral was booked in to take place a few days after Storm Arwen. Due to the 
devastation at the cemetery the Council advised the funeral director to postpone the 
funeral, however, the funeral director insisted that the funeral went ahead. This was 
allowed on the understanding that as it was against advice, that they confirm in 
writing that should there be any incidents or accidents that they take full 
responsibility - they agreed to this. The funeral went ahead as planned and there 
were no reported issues. 
 
109: AGENDA ITEMS: 
109.1 To receive an update on highway tourist signage audit  
Limited information had been received so it was therefore agreed that the main one 
was the information directing people to the TIC which was no longer there. NCC 
agreed to block out the signage where possible. 
Cllrs Park and Hinton will walk the town trail in the February half term. 
[As an aside it was agreed that it was important to preserve the URC memorials; 
therefore, it would be recommended to full council that if any demolishing works are 
to be carried out, these will be temporarily retained by ATC.] 
 
109.2 To discuss the erection of dog signs at the welfare 
The signs designed by local children are to be placed around the welfare now that 
the ground has settled. Staff to confirm how many signs there are and whether the 
local contractor still has a post belonging to ATC and whether clips are needed.  
Members agreed a cost of up to £200 for the materials and erection of the signs.  
Staff to action. 
Staff to confirm with ADT where they would like them placed. 
 
110: INFORMATION ITEMS: 
110.1 To note request sent to funeral directors 
Local funeral directors have been requested to ensure that their clients share the 
correct information regarding deed holders of plots. 
 
111: DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: 
The next Meeting date will be held at 6.00pm on Thursday 31st March 2022, in the 
Town Council Office, Top Floor, Fourways 2, Amble NE65 0DT. 
NEXT SITE VISIT 31 March 2022 – 5.00pm – Paddlers Park 
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Under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public will 
be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the following items on the 
Agenda due to their sensitive nature. 
 
112: PUBLIC VERSION OF PRIVATE: 
112.1 To receive an update on an interment at Amble West Cemetery 
Members were given an update 
 
 
 


