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What is a War Memorial?  

Some would simply say a monument of some description; others- a 

reminder of the effects of war on mankind; a list of names or a plaque 

recording those who gave their lives in war so their town could live in 

peace; a way of dignifying the horrific deaths; a way of helping to heal 

the sorrow; a means of gathering the community as one large family 

united in their grief; a place of healing, peace and tranquillity. There is 

no one definition- it is as diverse as the individual people were.  

There was no government directive about erecting memorials so it was 

left to individual communities to decide whether to do so; if they did, it 

was also up to them to decide on the design, how to raise money to pay 

for their choice and indeed even to determine what would be put on it. 

This is how the vast assortment of structures and designs came about. 

Many are only a cross with names; others have intricate designs. 
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Some have the various forces in which people served; some the 

regiments; some the person’s rank. There were places which felt that 

memorials should serve the living as well as honour the dead and so 

they chose to erect halls for community events or places of learning. 

Where there was a desire for some kind of memorial, generally a 

committee was formed to lead a campaign to raise funds through 

donations and events. In many communities it was the Mayor or some 

civic dignitary who was chosen to lead the committee who were usually 

composed of people who were deemed capable of coming forward with 

suitable ideas which could be implemented. However most made sure 

that the local people were involved and consulted throughout the 

process so they would feel a true sense of ownership and pride in 

whatever was chosen as a fitting memorial.  
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Amble Clock Tower Memorial 

A memorial can be any one of the previous descriptions to anybody 

looking upon one in any hamlet, village, church, town or city; but here in 

Amble to many people it is so much more. The memorial tower is a 

wonderful piece of architecture which gives us the names of some of 

those who never returned from the two World Wars; but it is also at the 

very heart of the community. No-one goes past it or looks down Queen 

Street without glancing at the magnificent clock above; people listen for 

the chimes every quarter of an hour and count the strikes on the hour.  

Many towns and villages have war memorials to commemorate those 

lost in World Wars but most small towns have only the simple cross with 

a few well-chosen words or some names inscribed. The town of Amble, 

although classed as a small town, determined that to honour the many 

men they had lost, there should be something magnificent which would 

ensure all those who looked on it would never forget the sacrifice made 

so that they and generations to come would have the freedom they 

fought to secure. 

By late 1917, three years into the First World War which had been initially 

predicted to be over within five months, people were in a state of disbelief 

at the vast number of men who would not return to their homes and their 

loved ones. From 1915, following a large number of deaths, the War 

Office had pronounced that if the family wished for a home burial, then 

the body of a soldier dying whilst in service in Britain would be conveyed 

to the nearest railway station to his home town at the expense of the 

public purse. However costs from there would be at the family’s 
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expense- sadly, many could not afford this and so even in Britain, many 

of these men remained far from home the same as those who died 

abroad.  From quietly spoken words there evolved a growing movement 

that there should be a lasting memorial to these brave souls. Families 

had lost sons, wives had lost husbands, children had lost fathers, future 

grandchildren would never be born- they could never be forgotten. 

The first of many public meetings in the town held in November 1917 

was called by the Amble Heroes Fund. This group worked hard to 

welcome back those who had served, classing all as our heroes no 

matter their rank or service; some of those returning spoke to audiences 

and received gifts to thank them for what they had done. At one of their 

committee meetings the idea of having some type of memorial had been 

raised and it was felt this should be open to the community to make a 

decision. Many did not agree; some felt it should fall to the council to do 

this whilst others felt the whole town should be involved; however it was 

decided to ask the Chair of the council to call a further public meeting to 

progress the idea. The committee which was formed following this was 

made up of people from all walks of life- councillors, land owners, 

businessmen, miners, fishermen and housewives; all with the same aim 

in mind- how to raise money to have a fitting memorial as a lasting mark 

of respect to those who would never return.  

However funds were slow in coming as there were many suffering 

poverty and deprivation whilst the war continued. Many of the 

townspeople tried to relieve the hardships being faced; the most active 

group at that time was the Amble Soldier and Sailors’ Dependents Treat. 
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They not only raised money for these people but also provided goods, 

made clothing and arranged ‘treat days’ for the children at festive times. 

With the coming of peace and the return of many men, in late November 

1919, Captain Essen, who had been the prime motivator, decided that 

the efforts should cease and people should put their energies into raising 

money for the War Memorial fund. He proposed winter whist drives and 

dances be held such as that held the previous month where the money 

raised, £12 11s 3d, would go to this venture; another was being 

advertised for Dec 17th. He said, “…it is up to every one of us to do all 

we can for the war memorial, for we cannot do too much for the dear 

lads who have made the supreme sacrifice.” All these events raised £54 

(approximately £2,700 today) within 6 months! 

At the end of 1919, a meeting was held to decide the form of the 

memorial. Several ideas were put forward but these were narrowed 

down to two- a new ‘Mechanics’ Institute’ or a Clock Tower. Both were 

very ambitious undertakings for this small town but both reflected the 

enormous feelings everyone had for these brave men. The town 

Surveyor had drawn detailed plans for both schemes and these were 

displayed to the public before a ballot was held. Over 80% of the votes 

decided upon a clock tower to be built by funds raised within the 

community so it truly reflected their eternal respect for and gratitude to 

those who would never return and for whom time would never move on. 

The cost of building this substantial memorial and creating suitable 

surroundings was shown as £3,845 (approximately £193,000 today) 

notwithstanding the land needed to site it. Fortunately a benefactor 
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emerged in the shape of Mr Edward Maule Lawson- Smith whose two 

sons had died within twelve days of each other in 1914. Although his 

main residence was in Tadcaster where he owned 900 acres of land, he 

also resided at nearby Togston Hall- bought in 1913- and had close 

family connections to the area. He owned 700 acres of land in Amble 

which he had acquired in 1880 under the will of his cousin Mr T.E. Smith 

whose surname he assumed in 1881.The donated land, situated at the 

bottom of the town’s main street, Queen Street, on the way to the 

harbour was an ideal location as once in position the tower would be 

visible to anyone coming down the street. This was a generous gift to 

the town as it was valued at £600 (approximately £30,000 today). His 

sons were:    

                                                                                      

Lieutenant John Lawson- Smith, 1st Battalion, West Yorkshire 

Regiment 

Born at Colton Lodge in 1892, his mother was Ethel 

Mary nee Davies. He was a cadet at the Royal Naval 

College, Osborne from 1902-03 and then attended 

Sandhurst Military Academy where he enlisted. He 

became a Second Lieutenant in the West Yorkshire 

Regiment in September 1913 and was promoted to Lieutenant in 

October 1914 having gone to France in the September of that year. He 

was 22 when he was killed in action near Bois Grenier between 20 th and 

21st October but was mentioned in Despatches in November 1914. He 

is commemorated at Le Touret Memorial in France 
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Lieutenant Thomas Edward Lawson-Smith, 13th Hussars    

 

Born at Bolton Percy in 1889, he was educated in 

a number of private schools and colleges before 

entering Sandhurst Military Academy. He became 

a Second Lieutenant in 1909 and was promoted in 

1913. He went to France, attached to the 11th 

Hussars, early in October 1914 and was killed between 30 th and 31st of 

that month near Messines aged 25 years. He is commemorated at Ypres 

Menin Gate Memorial in Belgium. 

Whilst Mr Essen organised the whist drives and dances, his wife had 

rallied the ladies of the town to gather together twice a week to make 

things for a great bazaar to be held. They enthusiastically knitted, sewed 

and quilted ready for late August 1920. Many in the town donated items 

for sale and as raffle prizes. Mrs Runciman who opened the bazaar 

echoed everyone’s thoughts when she said, “ ..the object of the bazaar 

appealed to them all. It was impossible to do enough for those who had 

done so much for them, and by this memorial they would keep fresh in 

their memory the names of their fallen citizens.” 

Other events were held throughout 1920 including an auction of donated 

goods. Poultry, groceries, household items, eggs, wine, boots, clothing, 

cakes- many things freely given in this good cause. December saw a 

grand buffet and dance held in the Church Hall, suitably festooned with 

bunting and flags, with the musicians donating their expertise for 

everyone’s enjoyment. 
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However despite all the efforts at the end of October 1921 the funds 

raised stood at £1230, not even half the amount needed. By then it had 

also emerged that there was great uncertainty about the future of the 

collieries where many men were employed in low paid jobs but which 

kept the town prosperous. Reluctantly, the committee decided to 

postpone the negotiations around the development until the future of the 

town’s people was more certain as it was widely felt that they could not 

expect donations from families who might be without an income in the 

near future. 

It was almost a further two years before the topic was raised again. A 

group of ex- servicemen declared that rather than have nothing, they 

would like to suggest a referendum was held with the option of the 

creation of a recreational park. This was defeated but had sparked 

enthusiasm and so the fundraising commenced again with renewed 

vigour. 

By September 1923, adverts for federated builders and contractors to 

tender for the erection of a stone clock tower were placed in local papers 

and by May 1924 the details were finalised and construction began. 

The clock tower was to be of perpendicular Gothic design built of stone 

from Kenton Quarries, 10 feet square and 41 feet high, with ashlar 

dressings, although the steps would be of Heworth stone.  The slender 

square three-staged tower, with three stepped base would carry a tower 

with angle pilasters, stepped and chamfered plinths and moulded 

strings. Dwarf iron railings with knob-topped twist standards and twist 
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rails link the front faces of the pilasters. The side faces of the lower faces 

would have panels with the names of the fallen and a boarded oak door 

to the rear. There would be three tablets of Sicilian marble, two of which 

would be inscribed with the names of the fallen in capital lettering of 

blackened lead. The third would be a dedication panel in two parts- one 

to those who fell and the other for Mr Lawson-Smith’s two sons. The 

second stage would have tall slatted square-headed openings; the top 

stage would hold the clock faces in keyed surrounds. The roof parapet 

would have moulded coping and square pyramid-topped finials at the 

corners.  

A very impressive structure, ornate yet fit for its purpose. 

The appointed contractors were builders Carse & sons, sculptors Whittle 

& son- both local tradesmen- and the clockmaker was W. Potts & son 

from Leeds as there were few with the 

expertise for this type of work. 

The foundation stone was laid in May 

1924 by Mr R.C.McInnes, the town’s 

oldest inhabitant. Some coins of the 

realm were placed beneath it along with 

a record of the names of the War 

Memorial Committee and the 

contractors as well as a copy of the Daily 

News from April 25th 1915 which gave 

an account of the battle of St. Julien where the Northumberland Fusiliers 
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had been heavily involved. There was a copy of Sir Philip Gibbs book, 

‘The Soul of the War’ with a hand written letter from the author. In his 

letter, Sir Philip said in reference to the Northumbrians, “It was my 

fortune to visit these good and splendid men on the battlefield, where 

they fought and died, and where their spirit lives forever as a great lesson 

in human courage. History however will never record their individual 

valour. It will be a great pride to me to think that this letter and my book 

will be preserved under this memorial as a little tribute from a man who 

followed them in foreign fields.” 

On behalf of Mr McInnes, Mr Earnshaw expressed his appreciation of 

the honour bestowed on him and said there was a heart pouring of 

sympathy for many who gathered there who had lost loved ones. 

However he appealed to the young people of the town just entering into 

adulthood to be the custodians of the future protection of the memorial. 

The Chairman of the committee, Mr George Brown, reminded the large 

crowd that this was their memorial and it was up to them all to ensure its 

successful completion. He appealed to them, particularly those who 

were fortunate enough to have had their loved ones returned, to donate 

generously to make up the balance still needed.  

Mr D.D. Kennedy, the treasurer, thanked Mr Lawson-Smith for his 

generous donation of the land which had enabled all the money raised 

to go on the building and landscaping work; however they still needed 

£350. He felt that many hearts were broken in the terrible troubles there 

had been, but if the committee’s efforts in helping to raise the money for 
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this magnificent memorial place where they could come and sit in quiet 

meditation and reflection helped them to bear their loss, then it had all 

been worthwhile. He hoped all would take this monument to their hearts 

and see it was not desecrated in any way as it was their memorial, their 

idea, their money and their tribute to their lads who had died. Cllr T. Tully, 

Chairman of the Council, remarked that there had been many difficulties 

over the last ten years so the committee were extremely grateful for the 

sacrifices and generosity which had enabled the amount raised so far. 

However he appealed again for funds as the goal was that when 

completed it would be free of debt as a symbol of the respect for those 

who had made the ultimate sacrifice. He was sure the people of the town 

would quickly clear the balance; every widow’s mite was a great help. 

In May 1925, the memorial was dedicated in a grand ceremony attended 

by thousands who took part in a procession through the crowded town 

streets. It was led by the Regimental Band of the Northumberland 

Fusiliers, followed by ‘C’ Company of the Northumberland Fusiliers and 

the Amble and Radcliffe Band under Bandmaster Mr E. Thirtle. The 

military contingent were under the command of Colonel N. I. Wright 

D.S.O., accompanied by Major Chenevix Trench D.S.O., Major Vernon 

Merivale M.C., Major H.R. Smail, Captain T.B. Cowan M.C., Lieutenant 

and Quartermaster Adland, Lieutenant Green and Captain T. Appleby 

who was in charge of the Guard of Honour- 36 men drawn from ‘C’ 

Company.  

The members of Amble Urban Council, the War Memorial Committee, 

the Chairman of Warkworth Harbour Commissioners and the Managing 
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Director of Broomhill Coal Company  followed them from the Council 

Offices to Bridge Street, Queen Street, High Street, Albert Street, Bede 

Street, Church Street to the Harbour then back by Leazes Street and 

Coquet Street to the Memorial- quite a lengthy march so that as many of 

the people as possible could witness the spectacle and take part in this 

momentous occasion. 

The local clergy-Rev. T.N. Dunscombe (Vicar of Amble), Rev. W.S. 

Weddell (Wesleyans), Pastor Clennell (Primitive Methodists) and Mr 

McClennall (Congregational)- all took part in the blessing and dedication 

service during which Major V. Merivale, whose two brothers’ names 

were inscribed on the panels, was invited to perform the official unveiling 

of the memorial. During his speech he referred to the very painful 

memories of the war that many present had but he hoped the impressive 

tower would bear witness to them and succeeding generations that when 

the time came, the indomitable spirit of Northumberland had shone 

through the splendid response of the men of Amble. He felt this was a 

great honour as the men they were commemorating that day were all 

heroes who had cheerfully died for their country; when they heard the 

clock chime, they should remember all those who were no longer here 

and like them should strive to do their best no matter the hardships facing 

them. 

Two children who had lost their fathers, Bella Turnbull and John MacKay, 

began a silver trail of coins along the boundary wall; floral tributes, 

wreaths and sprays were laid as prayers were said and hymns sung 

culminating with the National Anthem. 
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Preservation and Restoration 

In 2008 there were concerns about the condition of the memorial. The 

main issues were that the panels needed cleaning and some of the lead 

letters were missing; some joints needed re-pointing and graffiti had to 

be removed. A grant of £6,239, through the Grants for War Memorials 

Scheme supported by English Heritage and the Wolfson Foundation, 

was awarded towards steam cleaning to remove the graffiti, re-pointing 

in lime mortar and replacing the lead letters. Other works included 

cleaning and re-painting the clock face and generally servicing the 

mechanical elements. The timber door was repaired and elements 

of metalwork replaced. The whole project cost in the region of £20,000. 

When the roof was investigated in 2016, 5 footballs and a tennis ball 

were discovered with the tennis ball blocking the drainage. There was a 

true sense of desolation when it was shown that the water had entered 

the tower and affected the building as well as the clock so major repairs 

would be needed. In 2017, a further grant of £30,000 was awarded 

through the War Memorials Trust Grants Scheme, supported by the 

DCMS funded First World War Memorials Programme, to effect a 

comprehensive repair and conservation programme. Works undertaken 

included removing the clock mechanism to be repaired and cleaned 

offsite then returned to the structure. Within the tower there were repairs 

to the bell frame as well as new floors and improving access to the roof 

to ensure that debris could be removed and prevent drains getting 

blocked in the future. Rainwater goods were also replaced or improved 

to prevent water gathering on the stone and causing damage.  
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All of the work needed to be carried out by specialist contractors- Stone 

Technical Services- due to its Grade II listed building status which 

decrees that the original should not be compromised and only traditional 

methods and material should be used to repair it. The work was 

supervised by Blackett- Ord Engineers & Architect. 

However, bear in mind that this was a monument which had been built 

not just from generous donations but from the very pennies collected 

from this small community in the 1920s. How fitting that when the clock 

stopped and damp was detected, the community rallied to the cause and 

decided to raise funds towards repairs- they couldn’t countenance the 

idea of the clock not working, especially on that most important day, 

Remembrance Sunday, when they gathered to lay wreaths and crosses 

in memory of those loved ones who never returned to home and family.  

The Little Shore Crochet Club- Jan Henderson, Dora Henderson, Gillian 

Stewart, Suzanne Gair and Eileen Potts- held many events with home 

baking and raffles including a limited edition print of WWI  soldiers. They 

made lots of warm pom-pom hats as well as cushions and a large 

crocheted blanket.  
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15th/19th Kings Royal Hussars Veteran Peter Proctor- Cannon spent 

many weekends in front of the Memorial talking to everyone about its 

history and gathering in donations. He was a font of information about 

Lt. Thomas Edward Lawson- Smith due to his connection with the 

Hussars. He also showed items of interest and read John Griffith’s poem 

about the Clock Tower. Some days he was joined by Veteran Fred 

Coxford and Chelsea Pensioner David Lines. 

 

John Cole with helpers organised music nights with large raffles at 

Amble Club (The Bede), a just giving crowd funding page and collected 

individual donations too. The RNLI helped out with a coffee morning as 

did the local Health Centre and Amble Womens’ Institute gave a 

donation.  

 

Over £10,000 was given towards the repairs by this fundraising from the 

different events, only a few of which are outlined above. In 

acknowledging the grant and expressing thanks Jane Dargue, the Mayor 

of Amble Town Council at the time said, ‘Our heart- felt gratitude should 

also be noted to the community who have been fantastic in their support 



 

 18 

and fund raising……credit to all those involved and all those who have 

so generously contributed to something which clearly means a great 

deal to the community.’ 

The work was carried out in late Spring 2018 and the memorial blessed 

again in November that year. 
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Radcliffe Memorial 

There cannot be many communities which have two impressive 

memorials sited so close together as Amble does. This came about 

when Amble’s Clock Tower Memorial was joined by Radcliffe Memorial 

in 1971 when the villagers were moved here due to opencast coal mining 

to take place in their village. Radcliffe is now an integral part of Amble. 

In 1783 there was a colliery at Amble Point. A shaft was sunk in Hauxley 

township and Radcliffe was born out of the sprawling land of Hauxley 

township in 1837 with the sinking of a coal shaft. Over the years into the 

20th century, these coal shafts were flooded and fire damaged but still 

worked up until 1968. Due to the coal production, railway links were 

forged to Amble to transport the coal to the harbour for shipment 

nationally and to Europe.  

Working hours for colliers were long and conditions were harsh- few 

health and safety regulations to protect the workers! Living conditions 

were poor- humble 'cottages' which were mostly poorly constructed 

shacks or terraces of back to back small houses with many large families 

living, eating, washing, bathing and sleeping in 2 rooms. In 1900 the 

houses were 'modernised' to have a proper staircase leading to a 

converted attic with a window to form a bedroom. A lean-to coal shed 

and earth closet toilets were built across the back lanes. Water came to 

the village with 1 tap to every 10 houses. The large black coal range with 

its fire and oven was multipurpose, used for heating and cooking, and 

the ashes were needed in winter to defrost the water pipe which regularly 

froze!  

http://www.thejournal.co.uk/all-about/amble
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Fund raising among the mainly mining community was held in the early 

1920s for a memorial which was unveiled in an impressive ceremony in 

1928 but sadly very few details of the project or the ceremony are 

available.  

This memorial consists of ashlar Blaxter sandstone blocks forming a 

rectangular stone board standing on a moulded stone plinth with a two 

stepped base. There are two flanking ionic stone columns holding up a 

moulded cornice and blocking course with a raised central piece which 

bears a carved wreath in relief. Attached to the upright board are two 

white marble rolls of honour with lead lettering dedicated to the men who 

died whilst fighting in World War I and World War II. 

 

In 2013 War Memorials Trust offered a grant of £1,820 towards 

conservation works to the memorial. This included cleaning of the 

memorial using DOFF steam cleaning system, re-pointing open and 

failed mortar joints using a lime mortar, application of a patination oil to 

the lead lettering and replacement of 10 missing lead letters.  
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The original site of the memorial can still be seen just outside of Radcliffe 

which is 2km north of Amble on the A1068.  

Both these memorials commemorate some of those who died in the two 

world wars; yet research has shown many served and others died but 

are not recorded here or anywhere in the town. That may be because 

families did not want individual reminders or maybe could not afford any 

charge which may have been made- we will never know exactly why.  

However it is believed that military ranks were omitted to symbolise that 

all service and sacrifice became equal in death.  
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Peace Memorial 

 

Research for the book ‘In Memory of the Fallen’ produced at the 

commencement of the 2014-2018 WWI Centenary, showed that there 

were many who did not return who had no dedication anywhere in the 

town. Also, there did not appear to be any Roll of Honour to show those 

who had been fortunate enough to return. This and the growing number 

of crosses placed in the grass each year prompted the Council to 

commission a new memorial dedicated to all who have served or died in 

all conflicts throughout the world hoping to bring peace to everyone. It 

was felt that this would be a fitting permanent mark to the end of the 

WWI Centenary events; something for the present expanding and 

diverse community which Amble was becoming and also a lasting tribute 

for future generations to ponder on. The sculpture, in the form of an 

archway to a peaceful future, was designed and manufactured by 

internationally renowned local blacksmith Stephen Lunn. The arch has 

intertwined poppies from the base- symbolic of war but is topped with 

doves – symbolic of peace. The twin arches have wording weaved 
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around them to express service and peace. The phrases and words were 

decided by a public vote as it was felt that this was synonymous with the 

community ownership ethos of the Clock Tower Memorial.  One side 

reads ‘Courage * The freedom we all know and enjoy is thanks to those 

who served * Remembrance’ whilst the other reads ‘Hope * Harmony * 

When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know 

peace * Friendship * Freedom.’ The £25,000 cost was raised from the 

public purse as well as by donations from local County Councillors Clark 

and Watson. Prayers and a dedication were given by Coquet Churches 

Together at the Remembrance service in 2018. 
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Community Events for the WW1 Centenary 2014-2018 

Amble Town Council knowing of the sacrifice the small community had 

made during World War I decided that each year of the centenary should 

be acknowledged by the town. As decreed nationally, it seemed fitting to 

begin as near as possible to the start in August 1914 with a march and 

service similar to the one held for the unveiling of the Clock Tower. The 

damp weather and occasional rain on the morning of Saturday 2nd 

August did not deter the crowds from turning out to honour the memory 

of the men from Amble who gave their lives in WWI. Approximately 200 

people attended the service held at Amble's West Cemetery which was 

conducted by Coquet Churches together. After the two minutes’ silence, 

signalled by a bugler from the Band of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, 

poppy posies were laid at the 9 Commonwealth graves which were 

distinguished by a poppy in a band of black ribbon.  

Two of these were laid by descendants of the men interred- Christopher 

Armstrong on the grave of Private Watson Cavers and Eva Annand on 

the grave of Private Robert Nicholson. 
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From here, led by the Regimental Band, Standard Bearers from the 

Royal British Legion, the Submariners, Cadets from Amble & Broomhill 

Army Cadet Force and Amble Girl Guides, all the people made their way 

to the Memorial Gardens in the Town Square. Along the way, many more 

joined the procession down the streets thronged with people watching 

and saluting the veterans. 

At the Town Square, they were joined by more people of all ages who 

heard the band play before and after the short service held there. 

Standard bearers were positioned at both memorials as tributes were 

laid by Colonel Glenton- a Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland- 

representing the Queen and the Chair and Vice Chair of Amble Town 

Council on behalf of the town itself. This was followed by the placing of 

179 small wooden crosses in a grassed Remembrance Garden specially 

laid for this purpose. It was quite an emotional sight and there were many 

with tears in their eyes as they respectfully waited whilst the cross they 

had carried was put into the ground by the Army Cadets. All who carried 

a cross were then given a specially commissioned commemorative 

china mug to mark the occasion. 

After the National Anthem the band stepped to one side and the Cadets 

formed two lines as a guard of honour for the other organisations and 

individuals who wished to lay a tribute on the memorial. 

Those in the Square were then treated to free refreshments provided by 

Amble Co-operative Funeral care and Spurreli Boutique Icecream whilst 
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invited guests went on to the Parish Hall to view the exhibition of 

information from the 'In Memory of the Fallen' project and WWI 

memorabilia some of which was on display in St Cuthbert's Church 

during the rest of the month. 

 

In 2015 an event was held in June near the days of the Gallipoli conflicts. 

A concert was organised to showcase the entertainment of the time, 

similar to that which would have been held to raise funds to help the 

struggling families. Drama, poetry, music, comedy and songs were 

performed by amateurs and semi-professionals alike; there was 

community singing too.  

Members of the Royal British Motorcycle Club came to join with the town 

in July 2016. They held a vigil by the Memorial which culminated in the 

6.30am bugle call which would have been heard by soldiers as they 

‘went over the top’ at the Somme. Wreaths were laid during a short 

service. A public exhibition of the research into the town and its 
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contribution to the First World War was held over the weekend. 

Organisations which had existed at the time were invited to show 

memorabilia from then and to tell people of the work they still carried out 

today. 

In 2017 wreaths were laid at both Town War Memorials to remember 

those who gave their lives in the Battles at Passchendaele. Also that July 

a fund raising event was held in the form of a World War I themed meal 

with entertainment. Amble Women’s Institute volunteered to help 

prepare and serve the meal which all agreed was excellent. Martin 

Charlton of La Famiglia donated bread and apple pie and Wendy Miller 

iced the cake served with the toast. 

 

Before the meal the North East England Cadets Pipes and Drums played 

and entertained with guitar, flute, soloist and dancers. All were amazed 

by the enthusiasm of the talented young people. Afterwards everyone 
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joined in community singing of war time songs led by Jane Dargue and 

Carmel Adamson accompanied by John Bird. There were information 

displays about WWI by Amble Town Council, June Watson and Vivienne 

and Alan Wade. A raffle was held for the Poppy Appeal. A fruit cake, 

decorated by Anne Moffat-Orde, and a framed Memorial photograph, 

donated by Jim Donnelly were also raffled with the proceeds and the 

ticket sales, totalling £350, going to the Community Funds for the War 

Memorial repairs. The evening ended with a toast raised by Peter 

Proctor- Cannon and the National Anthem. This was reminiscent of fund 

raisers held during and after the war years to raise the money for building 

the Clock Tower War Memorial. 

 

2018 ended with the lasting memorial of the Peace Sculpture; however 

the weekend itself will long live in people’s memories. It began on the 

Saturday before Remembrance Sunday when poppy cascades were 

hung on the railings behind the Clock Tower. Following an idea by 



 

 29 

Maggie Weir, many people in the town and beyond had been knitting, 

crocheting and making poppies for weeks before then and these had 

been attached to net, again by willing volunteers.  

In the grass area wire had been fashioned into a cross by Michael Lewis, 

into which wooden crosses with the names on those on the memorials 

would again be placed as they had been in 2014. Those who had raised 

money towards funding the memorial repairs were invited along to the 

blessing of the completed works by ministers from Coquet Churches 

Together and then invited to place the crosses assisted by the Amble 

detachment of Army Cadets. During this Amanda Winn, who had come 

from her home in France, played her guitar and sang ‘Between the Lines’ 

which she had especially composed for this centenary.  

 

Remembrance Sunday saw a tremendous turnout for the service and 

wreath laying ceremony during which the Peace Memorial was 

dedicated. Whilst waiting for the service to begin, those gathered there 

were provided with free coffee by Mr and Mrs Tommy Boswell and 

Spurellis.  All attending were given a commemorative leaflet outlining the 
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2014-18 Commemorative events and some details about the Peace 

Memorial.  Thirty-four wreaths were laid as well as individual tributes of 

remembrance whilst Beverley Palin played a lament on the 

Northumbrian Pipes.              

Later that day, Ellington Colliery Brass Band performed suitable tribute 

music from the First World War period for the invited audience of the 

fund raisers. Guests were also privileged to her Amanda Winn’s song 

before being served with light refreshments supplied by Amble Town 

Councillors in gratitude for all their efforts to help with the repairs. The 

band then led a parade from the Church Hall in Dovecote Street, via 

Church Street, Cross Street and North Street to the Braid area where 

they played for the whole community. The beacon was lit at 7pm in 

conjunction with the rest of the country and the plea for peace was read 

by the Mayor of Amble, Craig Weir.  

Reaction Fireworks had been contracted by Amble Town Council to set 

up an orchestrated fireworks display as the final event of the centenary.  

This was to be a celebration, reminiscent of people celebrating the end 

of the war. The sound equipment and expertise was generously provided 

free by Ben Newell; marshalling help came from Amble and Warkworth 

Rotary Club and Amble Town Council staff; First Aid from St. John’s 

Ambulance and Lost Children help from Cllr Martin Horn. The 

magnificent show, which could be seen for miles around, lasted for 

almost twenty minutes with breath-taking bursts of brilliant colours far up 

into the sky timed to perfection with familiar wartime themed music 
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including a rendition of the Last Post accompanied by bursts reminiscent 

of red poppies. Everyone commented afterwards on the poignant silence 

which descended on the crowds at that moment. 
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The Prayer for Peace 

Town Criers raise your voices and together cry with me  

Remembering those brave men and women in our history  

The Battle’s Over A Nation’s tribute remembers them one and all  

Be proud and stand united, don’t let your memories fall  

Confidence is what we need so that Nations trust each other  

And all the Races of mankind treat each other as a brother  

Food for every living thing by nature is provided  

If we could only see it was equally divided  

The woods and streams, the mountains high, the sea and golden shore  

Were never ever meant to be the cause of senseless bloody war  

Or race for powerful armaments and sacrifice of youth  

But a World of true contentment built on Faith and Trust and Truth  

Peace to the World  
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Other Memorials within the town 

St Cuthberts’ Church 

In 1919, a stained-glass window to Private R. H. Pringle was installed 

and a memorial tablet on the south wall, commissioned by his mother, 

to Able Seaman James Sanderson Pratt was unveiled in January 1920. 

An unusual memorial to another Amble soldier is placed behind the 

South porch. This framed illuminated address is dedicated to Sgt. R, R. 

S. Martin DCM a stretcher bearer in the Field Ambulance, R.A.M.C. 

The main First World War memorial within the parish church of St 

Cuthberts was unveiled in September 1921 by Brigadier General 

Widdrington of Newton Hall, in the presence of the Bishop of Newcastle, 

at a service conducted by the vicar, Rev. T.N. Dunscombe. Present also 

were the ministers from the other denominations in the town viz. the Rev. 

J. Trehair Wilkins (Congregational), the Rev. F. L. Hines (Wesleyan), the 

Rev. J. Spoor (Primitive Methodist). 

The memorial tablet, donated by Mr E. M. Lawson in memory of his two 

sons and sculpted by Mr J. P. Whittle of Amble, is a rectangular plaque 

with pointed apex at centre top surmounted by a cross; the corners have 

a heavy carved pattern. The bottom border has decorative flowers 

between the words 'Greater love hath no man than this'. The names are 

incised and painted black. Brigadier General Widdrington said he was 

honoured to be asked to unveil this tablet of ‘great beauty and nobility- 

a fitting memorial. Those looking on it would be forever grateful for those 

who had died to preserve the country for future generations to come.’ 
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The Bishop’s sermon expounded the theme ‘Their names shall live 

forever more.’ 

Wesleyan Methodist Church 

At a well- attended service in April 1921, the memorial- a brass tablet 

framed in fumed oak with names inscribed, carved by Mr J. P. Whittle of 

Amble- was unveiled at the Wesleyan Methodist Church by Mrs 

Bainbridge of Eshott Hall. She spoke eloquently of those who had died 

in the First World War saying they went even though they knew they 

faced difficulties and dangers beyond their comprehension. She said 

those left here today owed them more than could ever be repaid and 

were deeply in their debt. Pastor Rev. L. F. Hines conducted the service 

assisted by Rev. J. T. Wilkins of Amble and Rev. R.P. Lowe of 

Newcastle. As well as hymns and requiems sung by the choir, the Last 

Post and the National Anthem were played and wreaths were laid by the 

children of the congregation. 

Another memorial in the shape of a triple oak carved arch frame with 

brass tablets was unveiled in 1924. The lettering is sunk in casting and 

enamelled black. 

Methodist Memorial 

In January 1921, presided over by Rev. E. Goldthorpe, a small heart 

shaped white marble tablet with lettering painted black commemorating 

the men from the Amble Primitive Methodist Church was unveiled by Mr 

Herbert Stow, J. P., Deputy Lieutenant of the County. He praised the 

men’s cheerful courage despite having to endure the horrors of war and 
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their unselfishness and dedication in doing their best to defend their 

country. [The Methodist Churches later united to become Trinity 

Methodist Church]   

St Marks’ United Reformed Church 

The dedication panel to the dead of World War One here has four 

columns of names set on brass mounted on a wooden base with a single 

line border around. 

Parish Hall Memorial 

Originally placed in the Dovecote Centre in September 1927 when it was 

the Medd Memorial School, this dark oak rectangular memorial now 

hangs in St Cuthberts’ Church Hall. It is inscribed with the names of 

those old boys and one master from the school who died in the First 

World War. This was built by Messrs Carse of Amble and the lettering 

was completed by Messrs Young. 

Bede Street Club (Amble Club) Memorial 

Mr J. Whittle and his two sons who had served in the army sculpted this 

white marble inscribed memorial, paid for by public donations, which is 
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on the outside of the building. The President of the club, Mr Edwin Carse, 

unveiled it in August 1920.  

The ‘Buffs’ Memorial 

The whereabouts of this memorial roll created by John Matthews is 

unknown but a newspaper report of its unveiling in January 1922 exists. 

The members of the Sir Robert Duncan Lodge of the R.A.O.B. met in 

the Station Hotel (now Fourways 1) to honour five of the brethren who 

had died in the First World War. When war broke out eighty eight 

members had volunteered but the few left had carried on with the 

national fund raising campaign to help the charities who aided the 

widows and their children; over £3000 had been given to the Soldiers 

and Sailors Fund. The group had also funded eighteen ambulances, two 

of which had been driven by their members. 
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Amble’s Support for the War 

For a short moment, let us step back to see how Amble was supporting 

the war during those years when many of its young men, husbands and 

fathers were far away from their homes and their loved ones. Recruiting 

Drives were held every two months- some with a rousing meeting, others 

with a territorial unit and band- to encourage men to join up and help the 

war effort. Charles Johnson of Radcliffe led the Band of the Fusiliers who 

played four times a day around Alnwick encouraging men to enlist in the 

Marketplace. Amble contributed to the war effort not only by sending 

these men to serve but also by continuing to extract and transport many 

tons of coal from the local collieries for use throughout the country. This 

was used in homes and industries, many of whom were manufacturing 

uniforms and equipment for the front.   

When war was declared, the Railway Station and Harbour were 

immediately protected by Territorial soldiers and torpedo destroyer ships 

regularly patrolled the coastline. A Swedish ship in port was allowed to 

leave but the three German boats and their crews were detained. 

The harbour was very busy with the colliers loading and others unloading 

goods but it is worth noting that no cases of smuggling were reported 

during the war years! However several ‘aliens’- non British people- were 

fined for coming ashore without a permit. Zeppelins were sighted flying 

low near Coquet Island during 1916. There were three incidents during 

the war years of boats being torpedoed and sunk off Coquet Island- S.S. 

‘Fingal’ in March 1915 with a loss of six crew; S.S. ‘Amsterdam’ in 
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February 1918 with a loss of four crew and S.S. ‘Lucerne’ in April 1918 

with a loss of sixteen crew.  

Amble Boy Scout’s Association helped with Coast Watch duties in 1914 

& 1915; some of the older boys served in the armed forces later in the 

war. 

In 1916, men from the Sherwood Foresters were stationed in the town 

to help patrol the coast and the harbour. Their commanding officer 

praised the townspeople for welcoming them so wholeheartedly and 

giving them items of home comfort such as furniture, scarves, games 

and musical instruments. 

Many fund raisers were held- some to help war widows and children, 

others for the war wounded. Donations at other events such as concerts 

bought home comforts such as sweets to be sent to the men; also the 

Amble Women Working Fund met every week to knit and sew scarves, 

gloves, socks etc. to be sent too. Throughout all the war years, all firms 

made a monthly contribution based on the number of employees to the 

Amble & District War Distress Relief Fund. 

The Council decided to form a ‘Welcome Home Fund’ so that those 

returning would be given some money and a gift; those who had served 

exceptionally would be invited to a ‘banquet’ and given a presentation in 

thanks for their actions. (For such a small town, there were many of 

Amble’s brave men who received Military Medals). The largest of these 

celebrations was held in April 1919 when around 350 men attended for 

a free meal with entertainment and were also given some tobacco. The 
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last of the fund was put towards the celebration for the end of the war, 

held in June 1919, when there was a Forces march lead by bands and 

children’s games and sports, followed in the evening by a fireworks 

display. 

In 1920, two field guns were given to the town to be displayed as a 

reminder of the gallantry of the men from the town who had fought so 

hard.  

However, many in the town felt this was an affront to those who had lost 

loved ones and subsequently a large crowd gathered in September, took 

the guns from their locations and, amidst loud cheers, proceeded to 

throw them into the deep quarry- now Paddlers Park.    
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The different situations men found during the war. 

Life as a stretcher bearer was difficult as this account written in 

December 1915 reveals. ‘It is awful to see those poor chaps lying 

suffering. I was up the other day, and the trenches are knee deep in 

some places, but the average is about one foot; and I can tell you it is 

not a soft job to carry a stretcher along them. We were sent to hospital 

a few miles away to help another ambulance, a few weeks back. The 

sights we saw were heartrending. I was up the line the other night and 

we were called out about 12 o'clock to go to help to dig two chaps out of 

a dug-out, which had fallen in while they were asleep. We got one out all 

right, but when we got to the other we found artificial respiration was 

needed. We applied it, but failed to pull him round; he had been too far 

gone. I am pleased that the other just suffered from a slight bruise and 

shock, and he came out all right.’ 

In a letter sent to his mother, Mrs. G. Wake, The Rest Cottages, Amble, 

her son describes the award of a Military Medal and says ‘On the 

evening of 8th June, 1917, our lines were subject to an intense 

bombardment during which a Lewis gun post received a direct hit and 

three men were wounded.  One of the men, in addition to being 

wounded, was buried.  Private Givens, a company stretcher bearer, 

rushed to the spot and at once began to clear the man from the fallen 

trench.  While doing so, both were buried again by a shell, but in spite of 

this and the intensity of fire, Private Givens succeeded in liberating the 

wounded man.  Throughout the time he showed conspicuous devotion 

to duty and an utter disregard to his own personal safety.’  
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Private John Douglas, 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers wrote a letter 

home about his personal suffering as well as the attitude of many of the 

time- the ‘it’s us or them’ belief. He states that he got laid out at the 

charge of Hooge on Wednesday, June 16th by an explosive bullet, but 

he is little the worse. The bullet burst on his face and shaved his head.  

He feels worst about the eyes but he is having a good rest. He thinks 

there would be little of the 7th Northumberland Fusiliers left, for they got 

an awful cutting up.  They lost a lot of men that day but the Germans lost 

thousands.  They were throwing their dead upon the top of the trenches 

by the scores.  As soon as the enemy saw the cold steel they all started 

squealing and shouting for mercy but they got none.  The dug-outs in 

the ground were full of Germans.  They would not come out, so the 

bomb-throwers just threw a bomb or two in and blew them out.  There 

was one poor lad about 14 or 15 years of age lying in the trench with his 

leg broken, saying his prayers when they got to him.  There were old 

men too.   

Some still tried to remain cheerful such as Private Robert Stewart, 7th 

Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers who wrote of his experience of trench 

warfare. He said ‘You can tell some of the Amble nuts we can do with 

them out here.  If their mammies can spare them, we can do with a few 

more men yet, for we have a big bone to tackle.  If they saw some of the 

cruel sights we have seen it would turn their hearts.  Mr Tin Hat won’t 

leave his trenches.  We have to go and seek him and then the fun starts.  

As soon as it gets dark up go his flares.  He’s afraid of getting 

slaughtered while the lights are low.  Once they get you, look out for the 

squeals – for they love an Englishman.’ 
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Despite the almost continual rain, one soldier wrote cheerfully home: 

‘The German trenches are at a lower level than ours so the water 

naturally runs from ours to theirs, much to their discomfort and disgust.  

Of course, the water is materially helped to run from our trenches by 

means of a pump put there for the purpose of keeping our trenches as 

dry as possible. The roads are never of the best and the rainy weather 

won’t improve them.  Never mind, we are still game and are prepared, 

to some extent, for the cold and wet weather, as we have had issued to 

us skin coats and rainproof cloaks.  When in the trenches, the men will 

wear rubber gum boots as a preventative as far as possible. When the 

skin coats were issued to us one could hear loud laughter on all sides 

and with good cause.  There were no two coats alike so you will 

understand there was a variety of patterns.  Some were piebald like 

magnified black and white rabbits.  Others were a lovely cream colour, 

but their beauty will not last long I’m afraid when they get in the trenches.  

Mine is quite a decent colour, something like the coat of a grizzly bear.’ 

 

Life as a Prisoner of War was hard as Private Jack Scott, 

Northumberland Fusiliers, tells of his experiences in Germany: ‘….. there 

were Russians, French, Italians and British. The Russians particularly 

were much abused. Many comrades died through sheer starvation or 

from influenza. The men fared better when the Red Cross parcels began 

to arrive issued by the British Help Committee. The British gave their 

German rations to the Russians who were always treated with 

exceptional severity, also a share from their parcels. The sick and the 

wounded were 'chased' out of their beds by a German officer one 
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Sunday morning and the German guards struck their prisoners without 

provocation. Men were engaged in drawing coke, 12 hours a day, being 

expected to fill 50 tubs a day. Their punishment was 'sticky stand' if they 

were short of that number- put up against hot ovens for 2 hours or put 

into steam houses.’ 
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Those commemorated on town memorials 

ADAMSON Robert, Private 1924 & 3116, 4th Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers, attached to No. 2 Co., Royal Engineers.   

Born in Amble, a miner, he lived with his parents William, a mason, and 

Elizabeth in North View with his brother. He enlisted at Alnwick and was 

wounded in Calais in May 1915. He was awarded the Fusiliers Medal, 

died in action 3rd January 1916, aged 23, and is interred in Cite Bonjean 

Military Cemetery, France. 

AITCHISON William John, Private 33214, 4th Coy., Machine Gun Corps, 

formerly 1768 Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Born in Greendale, he lived with his parents William Alexander, a coal 

carter, and Isabella in Edwin Street with his four siblings. Before enlisting 

in August 1915 in Amble, he was a Clerk in the Municipal Surveyor’s 

office. He served in France, Salonica, Egypt and Palestine before being 

killed in action 4th November 1917, aged 24, and is commemorated on 

the Jerusalem Memorial, Israel. 

ANDERSON George, Private 1774, 3 Coy., 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born in Longframlington, a miner, when he enlisted he lived with his 

mother, his step father, George, a miner, and step brother in Leazes 

Street. He died 28th June 1915, aged 21, and is interred in Wulverghem- 

Lindenhoek Road Military Cemetery, Belgium. 
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ANGUS Joseph Frederick, Driver & Shoeing Smith TS-8939, Royal 

Army Service Corps.                                                                            

Born in Amble, he lived with his parents John Stewart, a glass and china 

merchant, and Alice in Middleton Street with his nine siblings. Before 

enlisting in October 1915, he lived in Newcastle where he worked as an 

ironman and horse shoer for a veterinary surgeon. He was discharged 

in October 1919 with tuberculosis, died 19 th February 1920, aged 29, 

and is interred in Amble West Cemetery. 

ARCHBOLD David Edward, Private 242493, 1st/5th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 7th Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Born in Amble, a miner who enlisted at Alnwick, he lived in Amble with 

his wife Violet. His parents Edward, a miner, and Elizabeth lived with his 

seven siblings in Broomhill Street. He was missing in action 26 th October 

1917, aged 29, and is commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial in Belgium. 

BAILEY Alfred, Corporal, 14595, 2nd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Born in Radcliffe, he lived with his grandparents at Low Hauxley. He had 

five siblings but his mother Jane Elizabeth died. His father James, a 

colliery deputy, married Ambrosine and they lived with all the children 

and later their three daughters in Queen Street. After enlisting in Amble 

4th November 1914, he served in France at Loos, Egypt and Salonika. 

He was killed in action at Le Catalet 6th October 1918, aged 30, and is 

interred in Prospect Hill Cemetery in France. 
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BAIN Thomas W., Fireman, S.S. ‘Ottaker’, Mercantile Marine. 

Born in Warkworth, a seaman, he lived with his wife Elizabeth in North 

Shields. His parents, Robert and Ann, lived in Marine Road with his two 

siblings. He died at sea 11th December 1917, aged 39, and is 

commemorated on Tower Hill Memorial, England. 

BARRETT Alfred James, Private 7/836, No 4 Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Alnwick, a mine labourer, enlisting at Amble, he 

lived with his wife Sarah Ann and child in Albert Street. 

His parents, Charles, a mine labourer and former 

member of the Royal Artillery, and Mary Jane, lived with 

his five siblings at Warkworth. He was killed by a sniper 

8th September 1915, aged 26, and is interred in Chapelle 

D’Armentieres Old Military Cemetery, France. 

BASTON John T., Private 42749, 11th Bn., West Yorkshire Regiment.  

Born in Warkworth, enlisting at Alnwick, a miner, he lived with his 

parents, John, a miner, and Mary in King Edward Street with his four 

siblings. He died 20th September 1917, aged 30, and is commemorated 

on Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

BELL Jacob Coxon, Corporal 760605, 5th or 54th Bn., Canadian Infantry.   

Born in Newcastle to Edward, a labourer, and Agnes, his sister lived in 

Middleton Street. He had been an apprentice marine fitter on naval ships 
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in Amble but worked in Vancouver for 13 years. He 

enlisted at the Western Irish in Canada, served 18 

months there, then 6 months in England as a musketry 

instructor at Aldershot before going to France. He was 

in France for 6 weeks when he was wounded in the left 

hip and fractured his femur. He died in No. 22 Casualty 

Clearing Station 5th March 1917, aged 34, and is interred in Bruay 

Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

BELL John George, Lance Corporal 33150, 12th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.  

Born in Morpeth, John, whose parents were George and Hannah, lived 

with his sister Margaret in Percy Street. He was a miner 

but in his spare time was a drummer with the Amble 

and Radcliffe Town Band. He enlisted in Amble and 

played with the regimental band. He was killed in action 

8th November 1916, aged 31, and is interred in 

Vermelles British Cemetery, France. 

BELL William, Private 33052, 10th Bn., Yorkshire Regiment formerly 316 

Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Chevington, he lived at High Hauxley with his wife Elizabeth and 

child. His parents Johnson, a miner, and Isabella lived nearby at 

Radcliffe with his three siblings. Formerly a miner, he enlisted in Alnwick 

in July 1916 and went to France in August. He was killed in action 22nd 

September 1916 and is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 
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BICKERTON Fielding Raymond Brigham, Private 70845, 15 th Bn., 

Durham Light Infantry.                                                                  

Although born in Alnwick, the family lived in Newcastle before moving to 

Greenfield Terrace. His parents were Robert Brigham, a labourer at the 

Brickworks, and Rachel; he had two siblings. A baker’s apprentice, he 

was mobilised eighteen months after enlisting and went to France in 

December 1917. He was wounded in 1918 but returned to active service 

before being killed in action 24th August 1918, aged 26, and is interred 

in Regina Trench Cemetery, France. 

BRIGGS Valentine, Private 15625, 6th Bn., Somerset Light Infantry 

formerly 14322 Northumberland Fusiliers.                                            

Born in Towlaw, Durham, he lived in Lime Street with his wife Christina 

and their sons. His parents James, a miner, and Elizabeth lived in 

Stobswood with his four siblings. A miner, he enlisted in Amble when 

war was declared, went to France in September 1915, and, although 

having been wounded by a shell once, he carried on fighting until his 

death 22nd August 1917, aged 31, and is commemorated on Tyne Cot 

Memorial, Belgium 

BROWN Adam, Private 25126, 1st/5th Bn., Grenadier Guards.             

Born in Cresswell but lived with his parents James, a fisherman, and 

Annie Jane in Gordon Street with his four siblings. Working at the 

Sawmills, he enlisted in Amble and was killed in action 6 th November 
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1918, aged 22, and is interred in Bermieres Communal Cemetery, 

France. 

BROWN H. - No conclusive information on this man 

BROWN Henry Glendinning, Private 46261, 9th Bn., Royal Welsh 

Fusiliers formerly 13389 Northumberland Fusiliers and 7321 21st Div., 

Army Cyclist Corps.                                                                            

Born at Blinkbonny, he lived with his parents Peter, a miner, and Jane 

Glendinning in Dansfield Place, Radcliffe with his six siblings. A miner, 

he enlisted in Amble in October 1914 and died at Mametz Wood 2nd 

November 1916, aged 32, and is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, 

France. 

BROWN James, from newspapers it is thought this man could have 

been in the Lifeguards and was 24 at the outbreak of the war. He was 

born in Morpeth and lived with his parents, Thomas, a miner, and Mary 

Ann in Long Row North, Radcliffe with his four siblings.  

BROWN James Leonard, Trooper 3461, 1st Lifeguards.     
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Born in Akeld, he lived with his parents Peter, a miner, and Jane 

Glendinning at Radcliffe then in King Edward Street with his six siblings. 

He was a miner who enlisted in November 1914 and went to France in 

October 1915. He received rifle and grenade wounds to both legs and 

his left hand 14th January 1916, died 29th, aged 19, and is interred in 

Longuenesse (St Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, France. [There were six 

sons of the family involved in fighting abroad during the war.] 

BROWN Richard, Private 15761, 8th Bn., Somerset Regiment formerly 

14514 Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                        

Born at Bebside, Blyth, he lived with his parents George, a miner, and 

Elizabeth at Togston with his six siblings. He enlisted in Amble and was 

killed in action 25th September 1915, aged 25, and is commemorated 

on Loos Memorial, France. 

BROWN Thomas, Lance Sergeant 15065, 2nd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.  

He was born in Hauxley where he still lived with his 

wife Isabella in Chapel Square. His six siblings also 

lived there with his parents Thomas, a fisherman, and 

Elizabeth. He worked on a cruise liner and enlisted 

4th November 1914 in Darlington before serving in 

France, Egypt and Macedonia. He died 4th November 

1918, aged 27, from heads wounds received from a 

shell casing and is interred in Roisel Communal Cemetery Extension, 

France. 



 

 51 

BROWN Thomas Henry Norman, Private 79575, 9th Bn., Royal Fusiliers 

formerly 51815 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.                

Born and enlisting in Amble, he lived with his parents Ramsey, a miner, 

and Elizabeth in Wellwood Street with his five siblings. He died 21st 

September 1918, aged 20, and is interred in Epehy Wood Cemetery, 

France. 

BROWNLOW William Ernest, Private 20210, 1st Kings Own Scottish 

Borderers. Although no connection to Amble has been found, it is 

believed this man was born at Workington of parents James Albert, a 

steelworker, and Martha. He had four siblings. He enlisted at Middleston 

and lived at Blyth with his wife Elizabeth Jane. He died 26 th December 

1915, aged 20, and is interred in Twelve Trees Copse Cemetery, 

Gallipoli, Turkey. 

BUDDLE John H. - No conclusive information on this man. 

BUDDLE John Robert, Lance Corporal 267434 or 6/7980, 1st/6th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers attached Machine Gun Section.                

Born at Radcliffe, his parents, William, a miner, and Agnes lived in 

Church Street. John, a miner, lived with his wife Mary Ann and two sons 

at Chevington Drift. He enlisted in the army at Alnwick in April 1914, was 

sent to France in 1917 where he died 26th May 1917 aged 35. He is 

commemorated on Arras Memorial, France 
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BUDDLE William John, Private 2646, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.   

Born in Warkworth, he lived with his parents Henry, a 

horse carter, and Ann in Edwin Street. He was a 

miner who went to France in November 1915. He was 

killed in action 15th September 1916 aged 23 and is 

commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 

BUGLASS George William, Private 203154, 1st Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born at Chirton, he lived at Bilton Barns with his parents Henry, a miner, 

and Margaret and six siblings. A miner, he enlisted at Alnwick and was 

killed in action 3rd July 1917 aged 19. He is interred in Hermies British 

Communal Cemetery, France. 

BURGE Matthew, Private 23/1172, 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Amble where his parents John, a miner, and Elizabeth lived in 

Panhaven Road with his five siblings. Matthew lived with his wife Mary 

Henderson at North Broomhill. A miner, he enlisted in Newcastle and 

was killed in action 29th April 1917 aged 22. He is interred in Browns 

Copse Cemetery, France. 

BURGESS Edwin Vincent, Lance Corporal 33121, 2nd Bn., Border 

Regiment formerly 3186, Middlesex Regiment and 44294, Royal West 

Kent Regiment.                                                                                   
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Born in Kincardine, he enlisted at Harringay where he was a Bank Clerk. 

His father Robert James, a customs officer, and his mother Minnie 

Eleanor lived in Beaconsfield Terrace with his four siblings and their 

three children. He died of dysentery 7th February 1917 aged 23 and is 

interred in Hem Communal Cemetery, France. 

BURN Joseph, Rifleman C/12534 ‘C’ Coy., 21st Bn., Kings Royal Rifle 

Brigade.                                                                                              

Born in Glanton, after the death of his father William, 

he lived with his mother Sarah and stepfather 

George Crawford and three siblings in Dovecote 

Street. A platelayer at Amble Harbour, he enlisted in 

Newcastle in November 1915 and went to France in 

May 1916. He died of wounds aged 31 and is interred 

in Heilly Station Cemetery, France. 

CARSTON George William, Private 202910, 27th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 7006, Northumberland Fusiliers.        

Born in Alnwick, he lived at Togston with his wife Florence Lizzie and 

their two daughters. His parents George, a coachman, and Mary lived 

in Amble. Before enlisting in Amble, George was a groom and 

gardener. He was killed in action 28th April 1917, aged 37, and is 

commemorated on Arras memorial, France. 
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CAVERS Watson, Private 19/783, 19th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

transferred to 80th Training Bn. then TR5/41233, Training Reserve Bn.  

He was born in Amble where he lived with his father Watson, a coal 

trimmer, and mother Hannah in Broomhill Street with his eight siblings. 

He was a coal teamer on the staithes who enlisted in Newcastle in 

November 1914. He served in France for two years, was absent without 

leave four times and was wounded in July 1916. He died of meningitis 

2nd January 1917, aged 24, and is interred in Amble West Cemetery. 

CLANCY W. Thought to be a Sergeant in 7th Northumberland Fusiliers 

who lived at Radcliffe and was wounded near Calais in May 1915. 

CLANC(E)Y William Joseph, Sergeant 953, No. 4 Coy., 1st/7th 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                  

Born in Portland, he was a miner before enlisting in Amble. His parents 

Martin, a retired Royal Scots Fusilier, and mother Eliza lived in Scott 

Street with his four siblings. He went to France in April 1915, was 

wounded ten days later and killed in action 15th September 1916 aged 

26. He is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. (There is 

speculation this could be the man above) 

CLARK(E) George B., Gunner 214454, ‘C’ Bty., 122nd Bde., Royal Field 

Artillery. Thought to have been born in Amble, a licenced victualler at 

Radcliffe Arms. He lived in Amble with his wife Isabella and child but 

would have been 62 in 1918. A man with this name died 10 th October 

1918 and is interred in Highland Cemetery, Le Cateau, France. 
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COCKBURN John, Able Seaman Tyneside Z/3030, Anson Bn., Royal 

Naval Div., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves.          

 

A miner, he lived with his parents John, a miner, and Maria and his two 

siblings in Dovecote Street. He enlisted in January 1915, served with 

Benbow and Anson Bns., received gunshot wounds to his right arm in 

May 1917, and died of shrapnel wounds to his back 26 th August 1918, 

aged 24. He is interred in Bagneux British Cemetery, France. 

COULSON Robert, 7th Engineer, H.M.H.S. ‘Llandovery Castle’, 

Mercantile Marine.                                                                               

Born in Amble where he lived with his parents, John E. and Annie 

Rebecca, and two siblings in Albert Street before the family moved to 

Pegswood where his father had his own grocery business. He worked 

as a fitter on boats before enlisting. The ‘Llandovery Castle’ was a troop 

transport hospital ship en-route from Nova Scotia to Liverpool with 258 

crew and medical staff. It was torpedoed and sunk by a German U- boat 

whose captain then fired on the lifeboats. He was later tried for war 

crimes. Only one lifeboat survived with 24 people; Robert died that day, 
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27th June 1918, aged 25 and is commemorated on Tower Hill Memorial, 

London. 

CURRY George, Lance Corporal 1459, No 4 Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                   

Born in Morpeth, he lived with his parents William, a colliery deputy, and 

Mary in Dansfield Place, Radcliffe with his six siblings.  Before enlisting 

he was a miner. He had been wounded at Ypres in May 1915 and was 

killed in action 6th February 1916, aged 20. He was awarded the Fusiliers 

Medal and is commemorated on a special memorial in Maple Copse 

Cemetery, Belgium. 

DARBY William Edward, Private 13399, 13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                             

Born in Batley, a miner, who lived with his wife Beatrice Isobel and their 

child in North View. His parents William, a miner, and Margaret had 

moved to Gosforth. He enlisted at Amble and was wounded at Ypres in 

May 1915. He died of pneumonia 17th February 1917, aged 26, and is 

interred in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium. 

DARLING Albert Bowes, Private 293036 & 19027, 2nd/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                

Born in Amble, a joiner, he lived in Leazes Street. After 

the death of his father, Job Horsley, his mother Grace 

married Alexander Dunnet, a mine fireman. He received 

two medals in the South African War and enlisted again 
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in May 1914. He was wounded at Ypres in 1915 but recovered, fought 

again and was discharged in March 1919. He died May 1920, aged 33, 

and is interred in Amble East Cemetery. 

DAVIDSON Francis, Lance Corporal 203096, 42nd R.S. Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers formerly 4/7339, Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Amble, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick in 1914. He lived with his 

parents Francis Shafto Custer, a miner, and Rachel in Albert Street with 

his seven siblings. He died 28th September 1918, aged 27, and is 

interred in Grevilliers British Cemetery, France. 

DAVIDSON John Robert, Private 4146, 8th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                            

Brother of the above, he was born in Amble and enlisted in Newcastle in 

1914. A colliery pony driver, he lived with his parents Francis Shafto 

Custer, a miner, and Rachel in Albert Street with his seven siblings. He 

was killed in action 19th August 1915, aged 20, and is commemorated 

on Helles Memorial at Gallipoli, Turkey. 

DAVIDSON James William, Private 3467, 1st/7th Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born in Alnwick, a farm labourer, he lived with his parents William, a 

shepherd, and Margaret in High Hauxley.  He enlisted 1st June 1915, 

was killed in action 24th January 1916, aged 27, and is interred in Railway 

Dugouts Burial Ground, Belgium. 
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DAVIS Thomas, Lance Corporal R/20074, 8th Bn., Kings Royal Rifle 

Corps.                                                                                                  

Born in Amble, a builder’s joiner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with his 

parents William, a miner, and Mary Jane in High Street with his two 

siblings. He died of wounds 3rd May 1917, aged 20, and is 

commemorated on Arras Memorial, France. 

DAVISON Nathaniel, Driver 129849, ‘C’ Bty., 103rd Bde., Royal Field 

Artillery; eight years in Army Service Corp; four years in the Reserves.  

Born in Byker, he re-enlisted in 1916 after being a postman at Amble 

where he lived in Henderson Street. His parents George, a foreman 

turner at a marine engineering works, and Mary Ann lived in Byker with 

his five siblings. He was killed in action 18 th February, aged 36, and is 

interred in Staglieno Cemetery, Italy. 

DAWSON James, Able Seaman TZ/649, ‘A’ Co., Collingwood Bn., Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserves.                                                       

Born in Radcliffe, a miner, he enlisted in October 1914. He lived with his 

parents George, a miner, and Ellen in George Street with his five 

siblings. His mother moved to Albert Street after his father died. He was 

killed in action 4th June 1915, aged 19, and is commemorated on Helles 

Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey. 
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DAWSON John, Sergeant 16905, 7th Bn., Somerset Light Infantry. 

Born and enlisting in Amble in August 1915, he was a coal driver in the 

mines. He lived with his parents Andrew, a miner, and Ellen in Broomhill 

Street with his nine siblings. He was killed in action 30 th November 1917, 

aged 21, and is commemorated on Cambrai Memorial, France. 

DENNISON Adam, Lance Corporal 290618, No 2 Coy., 1st/ 7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                   

Born in Edinburgh, a mine pony driver, he enlisted at 

Alnwick in 1914. He lived with his parents William, a 

draper’s journeyman, and Mary in Edwin Street with his 

seven siblings. Two and a half years in France, he was 

at Hill 60, and had been wounded in May 1915. He was 

killed in action 26th October 1917, aged 22, and is 

interred in Poelcapelle Cemetery, Belgium. 

DIXON James Horsley, Private 11095, 3rd Bn., Durham Light Infantry.  

Born in Amble, a miner, having previously fought in South Africa, he 

enlisted in October 1914 and was discharged in September 1915. His 

parents James, a miner, and May lived at South Broomhill with his three 

siblings. James and his wife Annie lived in Lime Street. He died 30 th 

August 1917, aged 28, and is interred in Amble West Cemetery. 
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DIXON John, Private 17196, 1st Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.        

Born and enlisting in Amble, a labourer in the mines, he lived with his 

parents Thomas, a retired miner, and Margaret in Broomhill Street with 

his seven siblings. He was killed in action 14th July 1916, aged 24, and 

is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 

DIXON William, Private SD/2072, 12th Bn., Royal Sussex Regiment.  

Brother of the above, he was born in Alnwick, but was a miner who lived 

with his wife Sarah and two children in Ashington. His parents Thomas, 

a retired miner, and Margaret lived in Broomhill Street with his seven 

siblings. He was killed in action 10th May 1916, aged 37, and is 

commemorated on Loos Memorial, France.  

DOUGLAS Andrew, Private 27650, 8th Bn., Border Regiment formerly 

2439, Westmorland and Cumberland Yeomanry.                               

Born in Durham, he enlisted at Penrith but lived with his sister and 

brother John (below) in George Street. His parents John, an innkeeper, 

and Jane had previously lived in Gordon Street with his other siblings 

but moved due to his occupation. He died 29th April 1918, aged 23, and 

is interred in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France. 

DOUGLAS John, Private 108924, 27th Bn., Durham Light Infantry.   

Born in Durham, he enlisted at Amble where he lived with parents John 

and Jane, his sister and brother Andrew (above) in George Street. He 

died 9th July 1918, aged 19, and is interred in Amble West Cemetery. 
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DOUGLAS Frank, Corporal 22/871, 22nd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born in Chevington, a miner, he lived with his wife Sarah and two 

children at Cross Row East, Radcliffe. His parents Selby, a miner, and 

Mary lived in Hauxley. He died 22nd June 1916, aged 33, and is interred 

in Albert Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

DOUGLAS(S) John Brydon, Private 2425, 1st Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                   

Born in Throckley, a colliery stoneworker, he enlisted at Alnwick but lived 

with his wife Florence and child in Amble. His parents Rice, a miner, and 

Elizabeth lived in Coquet Street with his two siblings. He went to France 

in April 1915 where he was wounded 10 days later. He returned to the 

field and died 15th September 1916, aged 25, and is interred in Adanac 

Military Cemetery, France. 

DOUGLAS(S) John William, Private 34823, 22nd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers. He enlisted at Alnwick. There are two possibilities for this man: 

either Aged 31, born in Eglingham, a miner, he lived with his parents 

John, a miner, and Mary at Gordon Street with his nine siblings; or aged 

37, born at Radcliffe, a miner, he lived with his wife Ann Isabella and two 

children in King Edward Street. He died 26th March 1918 and is interred 

in Mons (Bergen) Communal Cemetery, Belgium. 

DOUGLAS Robert, Trooper 3396, 1st Lifeguards.                              

Born and enlisted at Amble in August 1915, a miner, he lived with his 

parents John, a mine labourer, and Ellen at High Hauxley with his seven 
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siblings.  He enlisted with 2nd Lifeguards 2nd November 1914, died in an 

air raid 19th May 1918, aged 23, and is interred in Etaples Military 

Cemetery, France. 

DOUGLAS Walter, Private 290923, 1st/ 4th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 7/3312 Northumberland Fusiliers.                               

A banksman in the mines, he lived with his brothers at the Wynd. His 

parents were David, a mine stoneworker, and Rachel. He enlisted in 

April 1915 and was wounded twice. He died between 20 th & 26th October 

1917, aged 27, and is commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

DOUGLAS William Farrow, Private 20/1032, 20th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                                  

A miner, born at Broomhill, he enlisted in Amble. He lived with his wife 

Frances and four children in Cross Row East, Radcliffe. His parents 

Selby, a miner, and Mary Ann lived in Ashington with his eight siblings. 

He died at the Somme 1st July 1916, aged 42, and is commemorated on 

Thiepval Memorial, France. 

DUNN William Alfred, Private 13400, 1st Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Acklington, a miner, he enlisted in October 

1914. His parents John, a policeman, and Sarah lived 

in Albert Street, but he lived with his wife Jane Alice and 

child in Queen Street. He went to France in September 

1915 where he was gassed at Loos. He was discharged 
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and in hospital in England until March 1916 but he rejoined in April 1916. 

He died of sniper wounds received when he was bringing some wounded 

men back at Bazentin-Le-Grand 14th July 1916, aged 26. He is 

commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 

EARNSHAW Oscar, Second Lieutenant, 177th Tunnelling Coy., Royal 

Engineers formerly Sergeant/Paymaster 482 Northumberland Hussars 

Yeomanry.                                                                                          

Born in Gateshead, he was an apprentice mechanical engineer at the 

colliery. He lived with his parents James, Clerk to Warkworth Harbour 

Commissioners, and Jane Ann at the Wynd with his five siblings. He 

enlisted in 1914 and went to France in January 1915. He wrote to his 

father in March 1915 telling of his recent experiences. He said that after 

leaving England for the River Plate, everything went fine until the ship, 

the Chasehill,  had passed Las Palmas, when on 11th February it came 

across the German cruiser Kronprinz Wilhelm, which very promptly took 

charge of the Chasehill, giving everyone twenty minutes to pack up and 

get on board the cruiser......the men were to remain prisoners for 15 

days. On 12th February the French mail steamer, Guadeloupe was 

captured and sunk.... passengers and crew were transferred to the 

cruiser. The Germans took all the coals, excepting a two day supply from 

the Chasehill, and then knocked the ship fairly to pieces, after which 

everyone were transferred again to the Chasehill, with a small piece of 

chart sufficient to navigate to Pernambuco. Each person was required to 

sign a declaration that they would take no more part in the war. After 

these precautions had been taken, a further onslaught was made upon 
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the dynamo electric lighting and the refrigerating machinery, which was 

totally destroyed, and the main engine partially disabled, so that the 

Chasehill presented a sorry spectacle as she sought a port of refuge 

during the two following days. He was killed in action 2nd June 1916, 

aged 27, and is commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, 

Belgium. 

ELLIOTT Thomas D., Private 18608, 13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.               

Born in Whittingham, a miner, he enlisted at Amble 

where he lived with his wife Hannah and their three 

children in Gibson Street. His parents John, a 

quarryman turned miner, and Jane Anne also lived in 

Gibson Street with his four siblings. Three of his 

brothers also served, two of whom were wounded. He 

died of wounds 26th September 1915, aged 22, and is commemorated 

on Loos Memorial, France. 

FEALEY Laurence, Private 2427, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

He enlisted at Alnwick but lived with his parents Patrick, a mine labourer, 

and Mary in John Street with his four siblings. He died 26 th April 1915, 

aged 28, and is commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, 

Belgium. 
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FERGUSON John George, Private 22128, 24th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                                       

Born in Ashington, enlisting at Amble, he was a farmworker who lived 

with his parents George, the Head Watcher for the Coquet Conservation 

Board, and Margaret in Scott Street with his four siblings. The family later 

moved to Gordon Street and then King Edward Street. He died 28 th April 

1917, aged 20, and is commemorated on Arras Memorial, France. 

FERETTI Jerome, Able Seaman, S.S. ‘Ottaker’, Mercantile Marine.  

Born in Italy, a marine worker, he lived with his wife Mary and their two 

children in Marine Road. His parents Stepano and Maria also lived in 

Amble. His ship was en-route from Newcastle to London with coal when 

it was believed sunk by UB38. He died 11th December 1917, aged 45, 

and is commemorated on Tower Hill Memorial, London. 

FINDLAY David, Lance Corporal 24493, 10th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born in Ayrshire, he lived with his wife in Leslie Row, Radcliffe. His 

parents were David and Agnes.  He died after two years’ service 3rd June 

1917, aged 26, and is interred in Railway Dugouts Burial Ground 

(Transport Farm), France. 
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FOSTER James Robert, Private 35218, 12th/13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 7/1515, Northumberland Fusiliers.                          

Born in Amble, a miner, he enlisted at Chevington. He lived in Scott 

Street but his parents John, a mine stonemason, and Mary Esther lived 

in Gibson Street. He died 21st March 1918, aged 29, and is interred in 

Croisilles British Cemetery, France. 

FOSTER James William, Lance Sergeant 290809, 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                  

Born in Blaydon, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with his 

parents William, a miner, and Mary Jane in Leslie Row, Radcliffe with 

his five siblings. He was killed in action 19 th April 1918, aged 23, and is 

interred in Foncquevillers Military Cemetery, France. 

GAIR John Edward, Private 277216, 7th Bn., Durham Light Infantry 

formerly 18/1692, Northumberland Fusiliers and 7/7025, Durham Light 

Infantry.                                                                                               

Born and enlisted in Amble, a miner, he lived with his parents Thomas 

Stafford, a coal carter, and Eleanor in Broomhill Street with his four 

siblings. He was killed in action 22nd August 1917, aged 22, and is 

interred in Henin Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 
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GEGGIE George William, Lance Corporal 2362, 4th Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                             

Born in Longhorsley he enlisted at Alnwick in April 

1915 and was sent straight to France. A mine 

labourer, he had lived with his parents George, an 

innkeeper, and Joanna at the Blue Bell Hotel in 

Albert Street with his two siblings. He was missing 

in action for almost a year before being presumed 

killed 24th April 1915, aged 23, and is commemorated on Ypres Menin 

Gate Memorial, Belgium. 

GLASS William, Lance Corporal 290587, 1st Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers formerly 7/2428, Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Morpeth, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick but lived in Prospect 

Place with his wife Elizabeth and their two children. His parents Thomas 

and Mary had lived in Long Row North, Radcliffe with his three siblings. 

He was killed in action 17th April 1917, aged 31, and is commemorated 

on Arras Memorial, France. 

GREY Martin Henry, Private 245284, 10th Bn., Durham 

Light Infantry formerly 3323 (204396), Yorkshire 

Regiment.           

Born in Craster, a miner, he enlisted at Amble in April 

1917. He lived with his parents Thomas, a miner, and 

Margaret Isabella in Panhaven Road with his three siblings. He died of 
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wounds 29th October 1917, aged 19, and is interred in Lijssenthoek 

Military Cemetery, France. 

GREY Robert, Fireman, S.S. ‘Cymrian’, Mercantile Marine.                 

Born in Newbiggin, a fireman at the colliery, he lived in Gordon Street 

with his mother Frances and his four siblings. He died 25 th August 1917, 

aged 34, and is commemorated on Tower Hill Memorial, London. 

HALL Philip, Private 269, 16th Bn., Australian Infantry.                      

Born in Bamburgh, he was a painter and decorator in 

Amble. After his father Robert’s death, his mother, 

Elizabeth, married John Wallace and stayed there 

with and his four siblings and two others. He 

emigrated in 1912 and enlisted in Western Australia in 

October 1914. Three weeks after arriving in Gallipoli, 

April 1915, he received gunshot wounds to the abdomen, lower spine 

and both thighs. He died of his wounds in 17th Alexandria General 

Hospital 16th May 1915, aged 23, and is interred in Chatby Military 

Cemetery, Egypt. Brother Albert, a Royal Engineer died 27/05/1918, 

aged 31, and is commemorated on Soissons Memorial, France; brother 

William, in the Australian Infantry, died 20/09/1917, aged 37, and is 

commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium and brother 

Jack was wounded twice but survived. 
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HALLIDAY William, Private 47827, 13th Bn., Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers 

formerly 2480, Northumberland Fusiliers and 410218, Labour Corps.  

Born in Amble, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with his wife 

Elizabeth and their three children in Cross Row East, Radcliffe. His 

parents William, a miner, and Hannah lived in Hauxley with their three 

siblings. He was killed in action 21st July 1918, aged 26, and is 

commemorated on Ploegstreert Memorial, Belgium. 

HAMILTON Thomas, Private 267203, 1st/6th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 7286, and 7739, Northumberland Fusiliers.                  

Born in Radcliffe, a colliery carter, he enlisted at Amble where his 

parents John Robert, a miner, and Ellen lived in George Street with his 

six siblings. His wife Elizabeth lived at Cramlington with their child. He 

died 2nd April 1918, aged 29, and is commemorated on Pozieres 

Memorial, France. 

HARBOTTLE James, Corporal 15815, 8th Bn., Somerset Light Infantry 

formerly 13967, Northumberland Fusiliers.           

Born in Chevington, a miner, he enlisted at Amble but lived with his 

parents George, a miner, and Ellen in Dandsfield Place, Radcliffe with 

his six siblings. He died 10th April 1917, aged 21, and is commemorated 

on Arras Memorial, France. 
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HARBOTTLE William Henry, Private 2414, 1st Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                       

Born in Amble, he enlisted at Alnwick in April 1915. 

A miner, he lived with his parents Thomas, a colliery 

stoneworker, and Elizabeth in Middleton Street with 

his five siblings. He had a gunshot wound to the 

head and died 1st-2nd June 1915, aged 19, and is 

interred in Hop Store Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium. 

HEDLEY Francis (Frank), Able Seaman TZ/767, Hood Bn., Royal Naval 

Volunteer Reserves.            

Born in Radcliffe, he enlisted in October 1914. He lived with his parents 

George, a miner, and Mary in Greensfield Terrace with his five siblings. 

The family later moved to Cross Row, Radcliffe. He was drafted to the 

British Expeditionary Force in September 1916 and then Hood Bn., in 

November that year. He was reported missing but was a prisoner of war 

at Lazarette Munsterlager, Soltau. He died of consumption and 

pneumonia 3rd July 1917, aged 24, and is interred in Hamburg Cemetery, 

Germany. 

HEDLEY George Robert, Private 100398, 168th Coy., Labour Corps 

formerly 54745 (C/1005), 16th Bn., Kings Royal Rifle Corps.             

Born in Amble, a miner, he enlisted in October 1914. His parents William, 

a miner, and Margaret lived in Middleton Street with his six siblings but 

he lived with his wife Martha and their child at Hauxley before moving to 



 

 71 

Church Street. He was one of four soldiers who sent some cheering 

words to aid the recruitment drive back in England. He said they were 

getting the best of food, the weather was hot and they did not regret 

joining up as they were having a great time. They enclosed the wording 

for a draft advert:  

“WONDERFUL OFFER: FREE TRIP TO THE CONTINENT: WANTED- 

YOUNG MEN TO ACCOMPANY THE 16th Bn.,KINGS ROYAL RIFLES 

ON A GRAND CIRCULAR TOUR TAKING IN THE FOLLOWING 

CITIES- PARIS, BRUSSELS & BERLIN- A LONG STAY WILL BE MADE 

AT THE LATTER CITY: ALL EXPENSES PAID: POCKET MONEY 

PROVIDED: CLOTHES AND FOOD FOUND: 'FREE, GRATIS & ALL 

FOR NOTHING': BIG GAME SHOOTING: FOR FURTHER 

PARTICULARS APPLY: THE ORDER ROOM, 16th Bn., KINGS ROYAL 

RIFLES, DENHAM, BUCKS.: SNATCH THIS OPPORTUNITY: BE A 

MAN: DON'T MAKE US FETCH YOU: GOD SAVE THE KING.”  

Sadly we will never know if this was their true feelings or sarcasm as he 

received gunshot wounds to his left arm in July 1916, recovered, then 

had shrapnel wounds, two broken legs and gangrene in September 

1917. He died 8th October 1917, aged 25, and is interred in Wimereux 

Communal Cemetery, France. 

HEDLEY L. – Private. No conclusive information on this man. 
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HEDLEY Mark, Private 7/2672, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Amble, a coal driver in the mines, he enlisted 

at Alnwick. His parents were Andrew, a merchant 

tailor, and Elizabeth and he boarded in Lawson 

Street. He was killed in action 25th January 1916, 

aged 29, and is interred in Railway Dugouts Burial 

Ground, Ypres, Belgium. 

HEDLEY William Dixon, Corporal 11520, 105th Coy., Machine Gun 

Corps (Infantry) formerly 13966, Northumberland Fusiliers and 15814, 

Somerset Light Infantry.                                                                        

He was born and enlisted at Amble where his parents William, a miner, 

and Margaret lived in Percy Street. A miner, he lived with his wife Rachel 

who moved to Birkenhead after his death. He was killed in action along 

with two others when a shell burst on them 28th April 1917, aged 27, and 

is interred in Chapelle British Cemetery, France. 

HENDERSON David Taggart, Able Seaman Tyneside Z/423, Hood Bn., 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves.                                                   

A miner, he enlisted in October 1914 and served in Gallipoli, Egypt and 

France. After his father John’s death, his mother Mary (Polly) remarried 

and lived in Acklington Road with his sibling and five more children. He 

died of wounds 21st September 1917, aged 23, and after his body was 

exhumed in October 1920, he was interred in Point-de-Jour Military 

Cemetery, France. 
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HENSHALL Robert Hetherington, Private 89092, 92nd Field Ambulance, 

Royal Army Medical Corps formerly 7th Northumberland Volunteers.                                                                                               

A miner, he was born in Amble, enlisted in Gateshead and lived in 

Newcastle. His parents Joseph, a mine labourer, and Isabella Jane lived 

in Prospect Terrace- later in Percy Street- with his six siblings. He died 

of gunshot wounds to the abdomen 15th August 1917, aged 26, and is 

interred in Adinkerke Military Cemetery, Belgium. 

HORN William James, Private 18/1598, 18th Bn., Durham Light Infantry.                                                                                                

Born in Amble, a seaman, he enlisted in West Hartlepool in July 1915. 

His parents James, a master mariner, and Christianna lived in Oswald 

Street with his four siblings. He went to France in June 1916 and was 

killed in action 17th May 1917, aged 20, and is commemorated on Arras 

Memorial, France. 

HORNER George Robert, Trimmer 5615TS(TN), H.M. Steam Trawler 

‘Robert Smith’, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves.                               

Born in Blyth, a miner, he lived with his parents George, a mine putter, 

and Ellen in Cliff House then Gordon Street with his six siblings. In 1915, 

his wife Cicely, 27, died in childbirth. He died 17th July 1917, aged 26, 

when his ship was lost at sea off the coast of N.W. Scotland and is 

commemorated on Chatham Naval Memorial, Kent. No-one survived but 

authorities determined that it was hit and sunk by German U- boat 44 

whose captain, Kapitanleutnant Paul Wagenfuhr, was later suspected of 
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a war crime against S.S. ‘Belgian Prince’ when its lifeboats with the men 

clinging to them were completely destroyed. 

HUMBLE William Edward, Private 148845, 50th Bn., Machine Gun Corps 

(Infantry) formerly 31804, South Staffordshire Regiment.              

Born and enlisting at Amble, a teemer on the coal staithes, he lived with 

his parents William, a miner, and Margaret in Middleton Street- later 

Marine Road- and his three siblings. He was killed in action 17th October 

1918, aged 32, and is interred in Quietiste Military Cemetery, France. 

IRELAND William, Private 3747, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

A miner, born at Longhirst, he enlisted at Alnwick, but lived with his 

parents James, a miner, and Jane in Middleton Street with his sibling. 

He died of wounds 17th September 1916, aged 32, and is interred in 

Heilly Station Cemetery, France. 

JOHNSON Robert Worthington, Company Sergeant Major 13760, 8 th 

Bn., Norfolk Regiment.                                                                        

Born in Radcliffe, he lived in Cross Row West with his parents George, 

a miner, and Margaret. He enlisted in Middlesex. He died 21st October 

1916, aged 32, and is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France.  

JONES James, Private 20/1068, 20th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born at Broomhill, a pony driver in the mines, he enlisted at Amble. He 

lived at Acklington but his parents James, a miner, and Margaret lived in 
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Long Row, Radcliffe with his sibling. He died of wounds 13 th July 1916, 

aged 22, and is interred in Tottenham Cemetery, London. 

KING John Robert, Private 290651, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 7/2580, Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                    

Born in Amble, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived 

with his wife Mary Eleanor in Marine Road. His parents 

George and Mary Ann lived in Cement Houses. After 

his father’s death, his mother married James Reid, a 

shipwright and they had a son. He was killed in action 

at Grid Lines and Hook Sap on the Somme, 14th 

November 1916, aged 29, and is interred in Warlencourt British 

Cemetery, France. 

LEE Joseph, Gunner 80502, 2nd/3rd Siege Artillery Reserve Brigade, 

Royal Garrison Artillery.                                                                         

Born in Amble, an insurance agent, he lived 

with his wife Agnes at Alnwick. His parents 

Matthew, a miner, and Elizabeth lived in Leazes 

Street with his four siblings. He worked on the 

London anti-aircraft guns then the heavy gun 

section. He died of pneumonia in Prees Heath 

Military Hospital 10th October 1918, aged 30, and is interred in Alnwick 

Cemetery. 
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LUCKHURST Frederick James, Able Seaman TZ/3026, Drake Bn., 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves.     

Born in Amble, a colliery bricklayer, he lived with his father William, a 

miner, and stepmother Jane Elizabeth in Henderson Street with his three 

siblings. He was wounded at the Battle of Ancre, Somme, and taken to 

2/1st South Midland Casualty Clearing Station and Special Hospital at 

Warloy. He died there 13th November 1916, aged 24, and is interred in 

Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

LYALL William Edward Melrose, Corporal 66777, 12 th/13th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.              

Born and enlisting in Amble, he lived in Scott Street. His parents John 

Hugh, a plasterer and slater, and Jane Ann lived in Church Street with 

his two siblings. He died 18th April 1918, aged 18, and is commemorated 

on Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

M(a)cDONALD W. John, Private 18833, 14th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.          

Born in Scotland, a labourer, he lived with his father John, a seaman, in 

Newburgh Street. He died 12th July 1916, aged 21, and is 

commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 
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McDOUGAL John Anderson, Private 23/100, 23rd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                

Born in Embleton, a quarry stone breaker, he enlisted at Alnwick. He 

lived with his parents John, a joiner, and Mary in Scott Street with his 

two siblings. He died 27th August 1915, aged 22, and is interred in Hull 

(Hedon Road) Cemetery. 

M(a)cKAY Alexander, Private 2435, 3rd Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.      

Born in Belford, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with his wife 

Mary Ann in Church Street but his parents William, a miner, and Dorothy 

lived in Dandsfield Place, Radcliffe with his two siblings. He had been a 

prisoner of war in Germany. He died 26th April 1915, aged 34, and is 

commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial. 

MARLEY Emmerson, Private 296238, 12th Ayr & Lanark Yeomanry 

Royal Scots Fusiliers formerly 2434, Northumberland Fusiliers.    

Born in Greencroft, Durham, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived 

with his wife Mary Ann and their two children in Radcliffe. His parents 

were George, a miner, and Susanna who had lived in Gordon Street with 

his five siblings. He was killed in action 30th June 1918, aged 32, and is 

interred in Aval Wood Military Cemetery, France. 

 



 

 78 

MAUGHAN Arthur Mosely, Private 7028, 7th Bn., Durham Light Infantry 

formerly 19/1680, Northumberland Fusiliers.       

Born in Amble, enlisting at Cramlington, a telegraph messenger, he lived 

with his parents George, a miner, and Mary in Broomhill Street with his 

two siblings. He died of wounds 6th October 1916, aged 28, and is 

interred in St. Sever Cemetery, France. 

McINNES Robert Donald, Second Lieutenant, 17th Bn., Lancashire 

Fusiliers formerly 18/606 Northumberland Fusiliers.                           

Born in Amble, a printer in his father’s stationery 

business, he lived with his wife Eleanor in Marine 

Road. His parents, Robert Green and Ellen, lived with 

his sibling in Church Street. He enlisted in August 

1914, was in France from January 1915 to March 

1916 and went back again in November 1917. He 

died of wounds 30th March 1918, aged 36, and is interred in Warloy-

Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

MERIVALE Francis, Lieutenant, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.                 

Born in Amble, he lived with his parents John Herman, a mining engineer 

and professor, and Blanche at Togston Hall with his four siblings. His 

grandfather was the Dean of Ely. He enlisted in September 1914 and 

went to France in April 1915. He died of influenza 17 th November 1918, 

aged 23, and is interred in St. Sever Cemetery Extension, France. 

(Brother below) 
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MERIVALE John William, Captain, ‘A’ Coy., 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born in Newcastle, he attended private schools and Oxford University 

before becoming a solicitor and marrying his wife Blanche. His parents 

John Herman, a mining engineer and professor, and Blanche lived at 

Togston Hall with his four siblings. His grandfather was the Dean of Ely. 

He retired from the Territorials but re- enlisted when war was declared. 

He went to France in 1915 where he was wounded in April; he returned 

in September that year and was wounded again in November. He was 

invalided to England but returned to France in July 1916. He was killed 

in action leading ‘A’ Coy at Bois-de-Fourreaux, High Wood 15th 

September 1916, aged 29, and is interred in Bazentin-le- Petit 

Communal Cemetery, France. (Brother above) 

MILLER E. Little is known about this man. He is thought to be Edward 

or Ernest, both of whom were born at Warkworth and worked on their 

brother’s farm at Old Barns. Their parents, William and Mary, had 

previously lived there with their five siblings and worked the farm. It is 

not possible to conclude a death for this person. 
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MILLER Henry John, Private 4188, 8th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born at Morwick, a miner, he lived with his parents 

George, a coal screener, and Mary Ann at Acklington. 

He was their only surviving child of five births. He was 

killed in action 7th August 1915, aged 23, and is 

commemorated on Helles Memorial, Turkey. 

MILLER Thomas, Private 20623, 15th Bn., Durham Light Infantry.     

Born in Cockfield, Durham, a miner, he enlisted in Durham but lived in 

Amble with his parents James, a miner, and Mary Ann at Byron Street 

with his three siblings. He died 1st July 1916, aged 39, and is 

commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 

MITCHISON Alexander, Private 20/1097, 20th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.  

Born at Dinnington, a miner, he enlisted at Amble, where 

he lived with his three children in Eastgarth Avenue 

following the death of his wife, Margaret. His parents 

were John, a miner, and Hannah who had lived at 

Widdrington. He was killed in action 12th June 1916, aged 

42, and is interred in Albert Communal Cemetery Extension, France. He 

had three brothers who also served. 
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MORTON William H., Private 66694, 1st/6th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly TR/5/7678 Training Reserve.                                 

Born in Amble, he enlisted in Newcastle. He lived with his grandparents 

at Links House Farm as after the death of his father Herbert, his mother 

Mary remarried and moved to Rothbury. He died 11 th April 1918, aged 

18, and is interred at Crois-du- Bac British Cemetery, France. 

MOSSMAN Robert Stephenson, Sergeant 885, 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers formerly in the Territorials from 1908.  

 

Born in Amble, a grocery store assistant, he enlisted 

at Alnwick. He lived with his parents Robert, a mine 

labourer, and Elizabeth in Wellwood Street with his 

three siblings. He had been in the Territorials for 

about 7 years before he enlisted and underwent 

training in England before going to France in April 

1915. His commanding officer told his parents that he had apparently 

been slightly wounded and was making his way to the dressing station. 

In the ordinary course of events he would have been taken from the 

dressing station to some hospital. Not having heard of him since, the 

Captain was afraid he must have been shot on the way back. He is 

believed to have died 26th April 1915 after three days in action, aged 25, 

and is commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium. 

(Brother below) 
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MOSSMAN William T., Private 70909, 6th Bn., 18th Coy., Machine Gun 

Corps formerly 16706 Durham Light Infantry.                                    

Born in Amble, a miner, he enlisted at New Silksworth in September 

1914. He lived with his wife Florence and their two children in Smith 

Street. His parents Robert, a colliery labourer, and Elizabeth lived in 

Marks Row with his two siblings. He first went to France in September 

1915. He was killed in action 21st March 1918, aged 30, and is 

commemorated on Arras Memorial, France. (Brother above) 

MURRAY C. [Charles], Seaman, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves.                                                                                            

Born in Radcliffe, he looked after men’s gear in the mines. He lived with 

his parents Samuel, a miner, and Jane in Centre Row with their five 

siblings. Although no death details can be confirmed Charles would have 

been 18 at the outbreak of the war. 

MURRAY George Ernest (Ernie), Able Seaman KX/348, Hood Bn., 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves formerly ‘E’ Coy. Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                               

Born in Morpeth, a stonemason, he lived in Edwin 

Street. After the death of his father John, a 

cartwright, his mother, Mary, married Robert Brown, 

a stonemason. The Brown Memorial Hall, part of St. 

Marks United Reform Church, was named after 

them. He had four siblings and Robert and Mary had 

a child. His grandfather Robert Darling was a coastguard at Amble. After 
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a year in the Fusiliers he transferred to Hood Bn. He was killed in action 

at the second battle of Krithia 6th May 1915, aged 26, and is 

commemorated on Helles Memorial, Turkey. 

NAIRN William, Private 2786, 2nd Coy., 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                                 

Born in Ashington, a labourer at the mines, he lived with his parents 

Peter, a miner, and Mary Ann in Leslie Row, Radcliffe with his three 

siblings. He enlisted at Alnwick in April 1915 and went to Belgium where 

he died from gas inhalation at the second battle of the Somme 26th April 

1915, aged 23, and is commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, 

Belgium. 

NICHOLSON Robert, Private 27858, 30th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 5/60996 85th Training Reserve Bn.                            

Born in Hauxley, a brakeman in the mines, he lived with his parents 

William, a fisherman, and Isabella with his four siblings. He enlisted at 

Newbiggin on 8th February 1915 and died of meningitis, 24 th December 

1916, aged 24, and is interred in Amble West Cemetery. 

OLIVER George, Gunner 64391, 91st Siege Bty., Royal Garrison 

Artillery.                                                                                                

Born in Amble, a coal porter, he enlisted in Newcastle but lived with his 

parents Robert, a miner, and Mary in Scott Street with his sibling. He 

died of wounds 21st March 1918, aged 21, and is commemorated on 

Pozieres Memorial, France. 
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ORMSTON Albert, Private 245301, Durham Light Infantry formerly 

204395 Yorkshire Regiment.                                                               

Born in Embleton, he lived with his parents William, an agricultural 

worker, and Mary in Gordon Street then Henderson Street with his four 

siblings. He enlisted at Amble in April 1916 and was badly wounded his 

first time in the trenches. He died of these wounds 23rd August 1917, 

aged 21, and is interred in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium. 

PARK Thomas Henry, Private 15869, ‘C’ Coy., 8th Bn., Somerset Light 

Infantry formerly 14141 Northumberland Fusiliers.                             

Born and enlisting in Amble he lived at the Wynd. His parents Thomas, 

a miner, and Jane lived in Scott Street with his two siblings after moving 

from Radcliffe. He was killed in action 25th September 1915, aged 19, 

and is commemorated on Loos Memorial, France. 

PATTISON James William, Signaller 23/871, ‘D’ Coy., 23rd Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                     

Born at Togston, a mine labourer, he enlisted at Amble. He lived with his 

wife Annie Charlotte and child in Turner Street. His parents Andrew, a 

scavenger for the council, and Isabella lived in Amble with his two 

siblings. He was killed in action 1st July 1916, aged 30, and is 

commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 
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PEARSON William Frederick- date of death is confirmed in newspapers 

as 16th June 1915.  This man is believed to be Private 2313, 1st/6th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.  

He was born in Allendale and enlisted at Newcastle. His parents William, 

a grocer and postmaster, and Mary Ann had lived in Allendale with his 

sibling but are thought to have moved to Amble. He died aged 27 and is 

commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium. 

PITCHFORD Albert, Private 17518, 8th Bn., Yorkshire Regiment.     

Born in Radcliffe, a miner, he enlisted at Amble in 1914. He lived with 

his parents Benjamin, a miner, and Elizabeth in Leslie Row with his nine 

siblings. He was wounded in action but returned again. He was killed in 

action 10th July 1916, aged 21, and is commemorated on Thiepval 

Memorial, France. (Brother below) 

PITCHFORD Edwin, Sapper 481792, 49th Div., 51st Coy., Royal 

Engineers formerly 2344 Northumberland Fusiliers and 203376 West 

Riding Regiment.                                                                                 

Born in Radcliffe, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with his 

parents Benjamin, a miner, and Elizabeth in Leslie Row, Radcliffe with 

his nine siblings. He died of wounds 11th October 1918, aged 24, and is 

interred in Duisans British Cemetery, France. (Brother above) 
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PRATT James Sanderson, Able Seaman TZ/770, Howe Bn., Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserves.       

Born in Sunderland, a house painter, he enlisted in ‘B’ 

Co., 3rd Platoon Collingwood Bn., October 1914. He had 

lived with his parents Andrew Dryden, a head teacher, 

local councillor and J.P., and Jane, a headteacher, in 

Bede Street with his sibling. He transferred to Howe Bn., 

went to the Dardanelles in May 1915, and had a septic 

poisoning of the leg and jaundice whilst in Malta in May 1916. He was 

sent to France in November 1916 but received a gunshot wound thirteen 

days later and returned to England. He rejoined in April 1917 and was 

with the British Expeditionary Force in May 1917 when he was wounded 

at the second battle of Passchendaele. He was taken to 44th Casualty 

Clearing Station but died of his wounds 28th October 1917, aged 30, and 

is interred in Nine Elms British Cemetery, Belgium. 

PRINGLE George (William), thought to be Private 23084 1st Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Byker, a miner, he lived with his parents John, a police constable, 

and Isabella in Dilston Terrace with his four siblings. He died 18 th May 

1916, aged 33, and is interred in Kemmel Chateau Military Cemetery, 

France. 
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PRINGLE Richard, thought to be Private 1596 7 th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.  

Born at Berwick, he enlisted at Belford. His parents 

were Richard, a rabbit catcher, and Margaret. He 

went to France in April 1915 where he died 3rd 

February 1916 and is interred in Maple Copse 

Cemetery, France. 

PRINGLE Robert Henry, Private 3771, ‘D’ Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                   

Born at Lesbury, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. After the death of his 

father Henry James, a stonemason, he lived with his mother Isabella 

who had remarried to Edward Matthews. They moved from Lime Street 

to Edwin Street. He was killed in action at Snag Trench and Hook Sap 

14th November 1916, aged 24, and is interred in Warlencourt British 

Cemetery, France.  

PUNTER J.H. from newspaper articles this man was a Corporal who 

lived in Percy Street and was killed by a shell at La Boiselle 30 th June 

1916. His death cannot be confirmed on Commonwealth Graves 

Commission site. He was married and had four children. It is thought he 

could be James, aged 37, who was born in Amble but had lived at Bilton 

Barns before marrying his wife Eleanor and returning to Amble. 
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ROBERTS Robert George Duncan, Lance Corporal 19/93 24th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                         

Born in Llanddulas, Wales, a miner, he enlisted at Newcastle. His 

parents who had lived in Queen Street were John Hooson, a teacher, 

and Mary and he had seven siblings. After their deaths he lived in 

Dovecote Street with some of his siblings. He died of wounds, aged 33, 

and is interred in Tincourt New British Cemetery, France. 

ROBERTSON Arthur William, Sapper 130949 29th Light Railway 

Operating Coy., Royal Engineers formerly 1st /1st Northumberland Field 

Coy.  

Born in Alnwick, a colliery enginewright, he had served 

in France from August 1915 to May 1916 and re- 

enlisted in the field in July 1917. He lived with his 

parents Henry, a watchmaker, and Mary in Smith Street 

with his eight siblings before the family moved to 

Warkworth. He was killed by a bomb 31st October 1917, 

aged 27, and is interred in Solferino Farm Cemetery, Belgium. 

ROBSON George Finniner, Lance Corporal 20/1554, ‘C’ Coy., 20 th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                     

Born in North Shields, a miner, he enlisted in Amble where he lived in 

Byron Street with his mother Jane Ann. He had five siblings. He was 

killed in action 9th March 1916, aged 26, and is interred in La Chapelle-

D’Armentieres, France. 
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ROLLO David, Private 2635, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Newcastle, a coal screener, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with 

his wife Elizabeth Frances in Acklington Road with their child. His 

parents George and Elizabeth continued to live in Newcastle. He was 

killed in action 15th September 1916, aged 32, and is commemorated on 

Thiepval Memorial, France. 

ROSS Adam, Private 53268, 57th Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical 

Corps attached 2nd Bn., Bedfordshire Regiment.                      

Born in Amble, a trainee teacher, he enlisted in January 1917. He lived 

with his parents William George, a miner, and Jane Rachel in Wellwood 

Street with his three siblings. He was killed in action 11th September 

1917, aged 24, and is interred in Oosttaverne Wood Cemetery, Belgium. 

ROSS Edmund, Private 290633, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Warkworth, a colliery pony driver, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived 

with his parents Andrew, a miner and colliery blacksmith, and Isabella 

Newton in Newburgh Street before moving to Acklington with his nine 

siblings. He went to France in August 1915 and died at Grid Lines & 

Hook Sap 14th November 1916, aged 19, and is interred in Warlencourt 

British Cemetery, France. 
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RUTHERFORD David Henry, Private 235179, 1st/4th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                  

Born in Amble, a colliery pony driver, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived 

with his parents George Robinson, a colliery deputy, and Margaret in 

Leslie Row, Radcliffe, with his eight siblings. He died of wounds 21st 

December 1917, aged 22, and is interred in Lijssenthoek Military 

Cemetery, Belgium. 

RUTTER Thomas, Sergeant 4192, 8th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Craster, a miner, he enlisted at Newcastle. He lived with his 

parents Robert, a colliery labourer, and Mary in Gordon Street with his 

eight siblings. He went to the Balkans in July 1915 but died in France of 

wounds 26th September 1916, aged 28, and is interred in Courcelette 

British Cemetery, France. 

RUTTER Thomas William, Private 13409, 13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.              

Born in Radcliffe, enlisting at Amble, a miner, he lived with his wife Sarah 

Annie and child in North View. He died 26 th September 1915, aged 27, 

and is commemorated on Loos Memorial, France.  

SCOTT Henry Taylor, Donkeyman, S.S. ‘Saxon Britain’, Mercantile 

Marine.                                                                                                    

Born in Shilbottle, a miner, he lived with his wife Elizabeth and four 

children in Cross Row East, Radcliffe. His ship was en-route from 
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Portishead to Calais with petrol when it was torpedoed and sunk by 

German submarine U55. He died 6th February 1917, aged 59, and is 

commemorated on Tower Hill Memorial, London.  

SCOTT John York, Private 15890, 8th Bn., Somerset Light Infantry 

formerly 14146 Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born and enlisting in Amble, a colliery rolleywayman, he lived with his 

parents John, a miner, and Margaret in Greensfield Terrace with his four 

siblings. He was killed in action 14th July 1917, aged 30, and is interred 

in Cabin Hill Cemetery, Belgium. 

SCOTT Thomas, Private 51314, 1st/7th Bn., Kings Liverpool Regiment 

formerly 24306 Northumberland Fusiliers.                                            

Born in Togston, a miner, he had lived with his parents William, a miner, 

and Elizabeth in Long Row North, Radcliffe with his three siblings before 

moving to Acklington. He was killed in action 20th September 1917, aged 

23, and is commemorated at New Irish Farm Cemetery, Belgium. 

SCOTT Thomas Wilson, Private 20/1149, 20th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                                 

Born in Hull, an engine driver for North Eastern Railways, he enlisted at 

Amble. He lived with his wife Harriet and his two children at Bilton. His 

parents Thomas, a publican and Isabella Ann lived in Yorkshire with his 

four siblings before moving to Durham. He died 1st July 1916, aged 42, 

and is interred in Ovillers Military Cemetery, France. 
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SCOTT William, Private 21/66, 21st Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born and lived in Long Row South, Radcliffe with his wife Elizabeth and 

child, he was a miner. His parents James, a miner, and Barbara had also 

lived in Radcliffe with his six siblings. He died 1st July 1916, aged 32, 

and is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 

SHOTTON Hugh, Sergeant 57856, 18th Bn., The Kings Liverpool 

Regiment formerly 1480 Northumberland Fusiliers.                              

Born in Morpeth, a miner, he enlisted at Amble. He lived with his parents 

John, a miner, and Tamar in Long Row North, Radcliffe with his two 

siblings. He died 20th April 1918, aged 24, and is commemorated on 

Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

SHOTTON L. Private - No conclusive information on this man. 

SIMPSON Thomas, Lance Sergeant 290695, 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                        

Born in Amble, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with his parents 

George, a miner, and Isabella in Long Row North, Radcliffe with his six 

siblings. He was killed in action 26th October 1917, aged 23, and is 

commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

SMAILES John Robert, Private 59071, 1st/5th West Yorkshire Regiment.                                                                                            

Born in Amble, he lived with his parents Arthur, a miner, and Isabella in 

Cross Row West, Radcliffe with his four siblings. He died 17th April 1918, 

aged 18, and is commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 
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SMAILES Richard, Private M2/035234, 605th M. T. Corps, Royal Army 

Service Corps formerly 34630 Command Depot, 22nd Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                        

Born in Hauxley, he enlisted in November 1914 at Amble. After the death 

of his mother Isabella, his father, George, a miner, remarried to Margaret 

and he lived with them in the School House, Radcliffe with his two 

siblings. He died 8th January 1916, aged 18, and is commemorated on 

Hollybrook Memorial, Southampton. 

SMETHAM Ernest, Corporal 11/14290, 11th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.   

Born in Warkworth, a blacksmith’s striker, he enlisted at 

Amble where he lived with his parents John, a colliery 

blacksmith, and Elizabeth in Bridge Street with his four 

siblings. He died of wounds 21st September 1917, aged 

23, and is interred in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, 

Belgium. 

SMITH William, Private 21/1646, 21st Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

He lived with his parents John and Ellen in Leslie Row, 

Radcliffe. He was killed in action 1st July 1916, aged 

23, and is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, 

France. 
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SPOWART Mark, Corporal 12857, 13th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Choppington, a miner, he enlisted at Amble where he lived in 

Acklington Street with his wife Mary Ann and their two children. His 

parents George, a miner, and Isabel had also lived in Amble with his 

sibling. He received the Fusiliers Medal but died of wounds 11th August 

1917, aged 35, and is interred in Achiet-le- Grand Communal Cemetery 

Extension, France. 

STEWART John Hudson, Private 202693, 2nd/ 5th Bn., Highland Light 

Infantry.                                                                                               

Born in Amble he enlisted in August 1915. He lived with his parents 

Christopher March, a miner, and Mary Ann in Leazes Street with his four 

siblings. He was discharged in October 1917 as unfit due to nephritis. 

He died 17TH March 1918, aged 21, and is interred in Amble West 

Cemetery. 

STEWART Wilson, Private 18243, 1st Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.                             

He lived in Victoria Street with his father Robert but enlisted at York. He 

was killed in action 23rd October 1918, aged 21, and is commemorated 

on Vis-en-Artois Memorial, France. 

STOKOE Richard John William, Private 16677, 2nd Bn., Hampshire 

Regiment formerly 19254 11th Reserve Cavalry Regiment.                

Born in Bishop Auckland, he enlisted at Newcastle, but lived with his 

parents Thomas Frederick, a musician and church organist, and Mary 
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Louisa in Warkworth with his two siblings. He was killed in action 13 th 

October 1916, aged 18, and is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, 

France. 

STRAUGHAN John Edward, Private 1477, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                                 

Born and enlisting in Amble, he lived with his wife in Queen Street. His 

parents John, a colliery boilerman, and Mary lived in Gibson Street with 

his six siblings. He died 18th November 1918, aged 23, and is interred in 

Amble West Cemetery. 

STUART Matthew Robert, Private 204398, 4th Bn., Yorkshire Regiment.                                                                                               

Born and enlisting in Amble, a brick labourer, he lived in Gordon Street 

with his parents George, a colliery labourer, and Sarah with his six 

siblings. He died 22nd September 1918, aged 22, and is interred in 

Glageon Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

SUMMERBELL [SUMMEREL] William, Private 2497, ‘A’ Coy., 1st/7th 

Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Born in Newbottle, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick in October 1914. He 

lived in Gordon Street but later his family moved to Radcliffe. His parents 

Tom, a miner, and Margaret lived in Henderson Street with his seven 

siblings. He went to France in June 1915, was wounded in September 

and taken to Rouen hospital. He returned to the front in December but 

died of wounds 22nd February 1916, aged 35, and is interred in 

Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium. 
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SUMMERVILLE W- No conclusive information; possibly the above 

TAIT [TATE] Adam, Sergeant 12801, 12th/13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                   

Born in Alnwick, a colliery labourer, he lodged in Queen 

Street then lived in Greenfield Terrace with his wife 

(Elizabeth) Mary. After his mother Isabella’s death, his 

father Adam remarried to Elizabeth and they lived in 

Alnwick. He served from 1902- 1914 as 8574 

Northumberland Fusiliers and was in South Africa. He 

was awarded the D.C.M. He was killed in action 9 th September 1915, 

aged 37, and is commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium. 

TAIT Edward Henderson, Private 2527, 4th Coy., 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                    

Born in Broomhill, a grocer, he enlisted at Alnwick but 

lived with his wife Eleanor Shotton in Queen Street. 

His parents James and Mary lived at Linton Colliery. 

He was killed in action 19th June 1915, aged 22, and 

is commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, 

Belgium. 
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TAYLOR Henry (Harry) Private 202216, 1st/4th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 37603 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 1853  Non- 

Combatant Corps.                                                                          

Born in Hauxley, a miner, he enlisted in the Cycle Corp at Newcastle 8th 

May 1915. He lived in Hauxley with his parents Robert, a fish merchant, 

and Mary with his five siblings. He went to France in 1916, was killed in 

action 19th April 1917, aged 29, and is commemorated on Arras 

Memorial, France. 

TAYLOR John Robert, Corporal 37216, 21st Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly NCB/ 1855 Northern Cyclist Bn.                                  

Born in Hauxley, a miner, he enlisted at Newcastle 8 th May 1915. He 

lived in Hauxley with his parents Benjamin, a fisherman, and Martha with 

his four siblings. He was a great athlete, swimmer and singer. He went 

to France in 1916 and was killed in action 9th April 1917, aged 22, and is 

commemorated on Arras Memorial, France. 

TAYLOR Thomas, Leading Seaman TZ/772, Howe Bn., Royal Naval 

Volunteer Reserves.                                                                           

Born in Sleekburn, a grocer’s assistant, he enlisted in Colllingwood Bn., 

‘B’ Co., 3rd Platoon in October 1914 and was transferred to Howe Bn., in 

June 1916. He lived with his parents George, a joiner, and Mary Jane in 

Acklington Road with his two siblings. He was an organist at Warkworth 

Church. He was killed in action at the Battle of Ancre 13 th November 

1916, aged 21, and is commemorated on Thiepval Memorial, France. 



 

 98 

THOMPSON Stanley, Private 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers formerly 

235478 Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (transferred August 1917).                                                                                           

He was born in Radcliffe and was a miner and a musician in his spare 

time. He lived with his parents Thomas, a colliery engineman, and Annie 

in Newburgh Row, Radcliffe with his seven siblings. He was reported in 

newspapers as dying aged 36 in 1921 but no other record of his death 

has been traced. 

THOMPSON Thomas Laidler, Sergeant 21/167, 21st Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                       

Born in Radcliffe, a colliery ponykeeper, he lived there with his wife Mary 

and their child. His parents Ronald, a miner, and Ann lived in Long Row 

South, Radcliffe with his two siblings. He died 26th August 1917, aged 

27, and is interred in Tincourt New British Cemetery, France. 

TINDALL [TINDAL] Peter, Private 242311, 1st/5th Bn., Duke of 

Wellingtons Regiment.                                                                         

Born in Duns, an apprentice grocer, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with 

his parents Robert, a baker, and Lizzie in Middleton Street with his 

sibling after they moved from Seahouses. He enlisted in 1915 and was 

killed in action 11th-14th August 1917, aged 21, and is interred in Coxyde 

Military Cemetery, Belgium. 
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TROBE John (Jack), Private 33597, 1st/4th Bn., York and Lancashire 

Regiment formerly 3236 & 43479 3rd & 8th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                                             

 

Born in Newton on the Moor, a quarryman and rabbit catcher before 

becoming a miner, he enlisted at Shilbottle in 1917. He lived with his wife 

Catherine in Scott Street with their five children before moving to Church 

Street. His parents John, an agricultural labourer and Elizabeth lived in 

Acklington before moving to Amble. He overstayed his pass leave on 

three occasions in the two months before sailing to France. He was 

transferred to 31544 1st/4th Yorks and Lancashire Regiment and left for 

Europe in August 1917. He was severely injured in his hands and legs 

by a bomb and taken to no.3 Australian Casualty Clearing Station.He 

died of his wounds 19th October 1917, aged 35, and is interred in Nine 

Elms British Cemetery, Belgium.  
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TROTTER George Hunter, Private 2659, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                              

Born in East Thirston, a colliery labourer, he enlisted at 

Alnwick in April 1915. He lived with his parents William, 

a colliery labourer, and Margaret in Hope Terrace with 

his two siblings. He was killed in action 25th May 1915, 

aged 21, and is commemorated on Ypres Menin Gate 

Memorial, Belgium. 

TURNBULL James, Boy Telegraphist J/76823, H.M.S. ‘Ganges’, Royal 

Navy.                                                                                                  

Born in Amble, a former sea scout, he lived with his parents Cuthbert, a 

steam yacht engineer, and Catherine in Henderson Street with his six 

siblings. He died of a severe chest infection 10th February, 1918, aged 

17, and is interred in Shotley St Mary’s Churchyard in Suffolk. (He had 

two brothers- below- who also lost their lives.) 

TURNBULL Norman, Private 18632, 13th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born and enlisting in Amble, a colliery trapper, he went 

to France in September 1915. He lived with his parents 

Cuthbert, a steam yacht engineer, and Catherine in 

Henderson Street with his six siblings. He was killed in 

action 18th July 1916, aged 18, and is commemorated on 

Thiepval Memorial, France. (Brothers above and below) 
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TURNBULL Robert Henry, Gunner 61796, 15th Siege Bty., Royal 

Garrison Artillery.                        

Born in Alnmouth, a coal trimmer, he enlisted at Amble where he lived 

with his wife Jane and child in Gordon Street. His parents Cuthbert, a 

steam yacht engineer, and Catherine lived in Henderson Street with his 

six siblings. He died of wounds 25th April 1916, aged 30, and is interred 

in Doullens Communal Cemetery Extension no. 1, France. (Two 

brothers above) 

VOY James Lillie, Private 203505, 1st/4th Bn., Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry formerly 3018 Northumberland Fusiliers and 7157 Kings Own 

Yorkshire Light Infantry.                                                                     

Born and enlisting in Alnwick, he was a farm horseman. He lived with his 

parents James, a shepherd, and Margaret at Beal with his two siblings. 

Before that they lived in Albert Street where his father was a fish fryer 

and potato merchant. He was gassed and died 24th July 1917, aged 23, 

and is interred in Adinkerke Churchyard Extension, Belgium. 

WADE John George, Private 20/1691, 20th (22nd) Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                                       

Born in Shildon, a miner, he lived with his parents Thomas, a miner, and 

Susannah in Albert House with his six siblings. He had been in France 

and was a prisoner of war before returning home. He died 12 th June 

1919, aged 23, and is interred in Amble West Cemetery. 
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WALLACE Alexander, Corporal 263078, 1st/5th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 4/23079 Northumberland Fusiliers.          

Born in Gateshead, a miner, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with his wife 

Isabella and their child in Long Row South, Radcliffe. His parents 

Alexander, a miner, and Sarah had lived in Pegswood with his five 

siblings but on his father’s death moved to Radcliffe. He died 26 th 

October 1917, aged 35, and is interred in Cement Houses Cemetery, 

Belgium. 

WALLER John George, Corporal 42380, 1st Bn., North Staffordshire 

Regiment formerly 24454 Leicestershire Regiment.  

Born in Acklington, he enlisted at Amble. After his father George, a 

carpenter, died, his mother Sarah remarried and lived in Cramlington 

with his sibling. He was gassed and wounded and died 15 th October 

1918, aged 19, and is interred in Cambrai East Military Cemetery, 

France. 

WARDROPE Stephen, Private 44324, 55th Coy., Machine Gun Corps 

formerly 1479 Northumberland Fusiliers.               

Born in Hamilton, a miner, he enlisted at Amble but 

lived with his wife Barbara and child in Dandsfield 

Place, Radcliffe. His parents John, a miner, and 

Susannah had lived in Church Street with his three 

siblings but moved to Centre Row, Radcliffe. He died 
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of gas 8th May 1918, aged 29, and is interred in Etaples Military 

Cemetery, France. 

WEBB Edmund, Corporal 1673, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers.  

Born in Stobswood, he enlisted in Amble but lived with his parents 

Robert, a miner, and Mary (Bella) in Long Row South, Radcliffe with his 

three siblings. He went to France in November 1915 and was killed in 

action 15th September 1916, aged 19, and is commemorated on 

Thiepval Memorial, France. 

WEDDELL William, Private 238063, 2nd Bn., South Staffordshire 

Regiment formerly 267233 & 7298 Northumberland Fusiliers.               

Born in Shilbottle, a miner, he enlisted at Amble. He lived with his wife 

Barbara and child in Longstaffe’s Buildings, Radcliffe. His parents 

William, a miner, and Thomasina lived in Dandsfield Place, Radcliffe with 

his six siblings. He was killed in action 5th October 1918, aged 38, and is 

interred in Cambrai Military Cemetery, France. 

WILSON John (James), Private 38092, 23rd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born in Togstone, an office worker, he enlisted at Alnwick. He lived with 

his parents James, a colliery heapkeeper, and Sarah at Gloster Hill with 

his siblings. He was wounded in the wrist, eye and legs in heavy fighting 

near Arras and taken to no. 8 Casualty Clearing Station. He died of these 

wounds 12th June 1917, aged 23, and is interred in Duisans British 

Cemetery, France. 
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WINTRIP John, Sergeant 315332S, 12th /13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers.                                                                                              

Born in Amble, he enlisted there in 1914. A grocer, he lived with his 

parents George, a colliery stoneman, and Mary in Turner Street with his 

seven siblings. He died of gas 25th October 1918, aged 27, and is 

interred in Romeries Communal Cemetery Extension, France 

* Addendum 

RUTTER John Taylor, Private, 242124, 1st/ 5th Northumberland Fusiliers. 

Born in North Sunderland where his two brothers still lived with his father 

Thomas after the death of his mother Elizabeth. He was a miner before 

he enlisted in Alnwick. His wife Jane lived in Gordon Street, Amble. He 

died 26th October 1917, aged 28, and is commemorated on Tyne Cot 

Memorial, Belgium. 
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Some who did not return and were not commemorated on 

town memorials 
 

ALSOP Thomas, Sergeant 23/691, 23rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Church Street, Amble, died 29/04/1917, aged 19, interred in 

Brown’s Copse Cemetery, France. 

BEVERLEY Charles, Private 1945, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Radcliffe, died 12/06/1915, aged 22, commemorated on Ypres 

Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium. 

BEVERLEY George, Private 10764, 6th Bn., East Yorkshire Regiment 

lived in Radcliffe, died 09/07/1917, aged 35, interred in Brandhoek 

Military Cemetery, Belgium. 

BREWIS Robert William, A/3076, Canadian Infantry lived in Church 

Street, died 26/04/1916, aged 28, interred in Sanctuary Wood Cemetery, 

Belgium.   

CLARK (E) Robert, Captain, S. S. ‘Strathcona’, Her Majesty’s Transport, 

Merchant Navy, lived in Marks Row, died 13/04/1917, aged 55, lost at 

sea off Orkney. 

CLANCEY Thomas John, Drummer 9168, 1st Bn., Welsh Regiment lived 

in Scott Street, died 07/04/1915, aged 26, interred in Amble West 

Cemetery. 
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DAVISON James William, Lance Corporal 11435, 12 th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Hauxley, died 02/07/1916, aged 30, 

interred in Heilly Station Cemetery, France. 

DOUGLAS John Thomas, Private 1472, 18th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Hauxley, died 10/09/1916, aged 21, interred in 

Contalmaison Chateau Cemetery, France. 

HATELY George, Private 3524, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Radcliffe, died 14/11/1916, aged 23, interred in Warlencourt 

British Cemetery, France. 

HOGG James, Private 50137, 17th Bn., The Kings Liverpool Regiment 

lived in King Edward Street, died 04/08/1917, aged 22, interred in Ypres 

Reservoir Cemetery, Belgium. 

LAWSON-SMITH John, Lieutenant 1st Bn., West Yorkshire Regiment 

lived in Togston, died 20/10/1914, aged 22, Mentioned in Dispatches for 

Gallant & Distinguished Service, commemorated on Le Tourquet 

Memorial, France. 

LAWSON-SMITH Thomas Edward, Lieutenant 13th attached 11th 

Hussars lived in Togston, died 30/10/1914, aged 25, commemorated on 

Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium. 

MAUGHAN Robert, Lance Corporal 15858, 6th Bn., Somerset Light 

Infantry lived in Amble then Ashington, died 16/09/196, aged 23, 

commemorated at Theipval Memorial, France. 
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McANDREW Phillip, Private 23/744, 23rd (20th) Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in  Gibson Street, died 12/07/1917, aged 34, interred in 

Hargicourt British Cemetery, France. 

McDOUGAL Peter, Private 267211, 1st/6th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Marine Road, died 29/10/1917, aged 23, interred in 

Dozingham Military Cemetery. 

McNALLY Joseph, Private 11416, 12th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Scott Street, died 27/09/1915, aged 24, commemorated at Loos 

Memorial, France. 

MILBURN George Matthew, Sapper 155720, 182nd Tunnelling Co., 

Royal Engineers lived in Radcliffe, died 06/06/1916, aged 44, interred in 

Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

MURRIE John William Cowell, Private 43300, 25th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in North View, died 28/04/1917, aged 36, commemorated 

at Arras Memorial, France. 

OLIVER John Wesley, Private 14708, 1st Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Leazes Street, died 14/11/1916, aged 38, interred in Varennes 

Military Cemetery, France. 

PATTISON Robert William, Private 290421, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Middleton Street, died 15/09/1916, aged 21, 

commemorated at Theipval Memorial, France. 
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ROBERTSON Arthur W, Sapper 130949, 279th Light Railway Operating 

Coy., Royal Engineers lived in Smith Street, died 31/10/1917, aged 27, 

interred in Solferino Farm Cemetery, France. 

SCOTT Ralph, Private 38283, 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Radcliffe, died 09/03/1919, aged 33, interred in Amble West Cemetery. 

SKELTON Robert Spooner, Private 1937, 1st/7th 

Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Greenfield 

Terrace, died 19/06/1915, aged 22, commemorated 

at Ypres Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium. 

  

STEWART John William, Stoker 7935S, S.S. ‘Royal Edward’, Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Coquet Street, died 13/08/1915, aged 

27, commemorated at Chatham Naval Memorial, England. 

STUART Matthew Robert, Private 204398, 4th Bn., Yorkshire Regiment 

lived in Gordon Street, died 22/09/1918, aged 22, Prisoner of War, 

interred in Glageon Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

TAIT Robert, Private 7152, 1st/4th Bn., Kings Own Yorkshire Regiment 

lived in Radcliffe, died 20/09/1916, aged 35, interred in Lonsdale 

Cemetery, France. 

TODD George, Private 2939, 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Bridge Street, died 15/09/1926, aged 24, interred in Adanac Military 

Cemetery, France. 
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WARDLE William, Sergeant, Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Broomhill 

Street, died 19/09/1915, aged 27, interred in Amble West Cemetery. 

Although never having gone to the front due to the state of his health, he 

had served ten years in the Territorials and was given a military funeral 

as reported in newspapers of the time. ‘The funeral of the late Sergeant 

William Wardle took place on Saturday last, which owing to his 

connection to the Terrritorials, was of a military character.  There was a 

very large attendance of mourners, which included many units of the 7th 

Northumberland Fusiliers, and the company of the Northern Cyclist 

Battalion stationed at Amble. The cortege left the residence of the 

deceased at the Harbour for the Parish Church, where the first portion 

of the burial service was conducted by the vicar. The procession 

reformed and passed on to the West Cemetery. The hearse was 

preceded by the firing party and the Northern Cyclists Battalion. After the 

committal prayers had been said by the vicar, the firing party lined up 

and after the Last Post had been sounded, the first round was fired, three 

rounds being fired in all.’ 

WHITFIELD James Henderson, Able Seaman Kitchener X/451, Hood 

Bn., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Coquet Street, died 

03/05/1915, aged 25, commemorated at Helles Memorial, Turkey. 

WHITFIELD William Creighton, Leading Seaman TZ/1188, Hawke Bn., 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Coquet Street, died 

13/11/1916, aged 25, interred in Ancre British Cemetery, France. 
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YOUNG Thomas, Private 20301, Durham Light Infantry & East Yorkshire 

Regiment lived in Wellwood Street, died 25/09/1915, aged 27, 

commemorated at Loos Memorial, France. 
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Some of those who served and returned. 

Although there were many lives lost from Amble, these names collated 

from community information, internet sites and various newspaper 

reports over the time period point to the fact that a very high proportion 

of Amble’s men felt the need to enlist. Many saw this as their patriotic 

duty, others as helping in the fight to protect their loved ones. Lots of the 

details here are only as accurate as the newspaper reports of the time 

so there may well be discrepancies. There can be little doubt that there 

will be still more whose names never appeared in print.  

ABRAHAM George, Second Writer 344211, Royal Navy, lived in 

Hauxley. 

AINSLEY Edmund, Signaller/Private 7062 (243987) West Riding 

Regiment lived in North Street. 

AINSLEY Ralph, Sergeant 1158 Northumberland Fusiliers lived in North 

Street. Reported wounded in action in September 1917and previously 

(17/09/1916) awarded Military Medal for Bravery in the Field. 

AITMAN John James, T. S. Trim 6381, ‘Victory X’ & ‘Ocean Queen’, 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Gordon Street. 

AITCHISON George, Private P16/646, 14th/18th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Scott Street. 

ALLEN Robert, Private 14124, 10th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in Turner Street. 
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ALSOP Joseph Richard, Sergeant 48209, 7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers & 26403 5th Bn., Lincolnshire Regiment & 45th Coy., Labour 

Corps lived in Church Street. then Marks Row. 

ANDERSON John William, Engineer, Merchant Navy lived in Leazes 

Street. 

ANDERSON Thomas, Private 270556, 4th Reserve Coy., Royal Scots 

lived in Leazes Street. 

ANDISON Robert William, Stoker K/30409, ‘Bleinheim’, Royal Navy 

lived in Henderson Street. 

ANGUS Duncan, Driver T/386934, 475th Coy., Army Service Corps lived 

in Victoria Street. 

ANGUS Job, Private 3871, 151th Protection Coy., Royal Defence Corps 

lived in Greenfield Terrace. 

APPLEBY Arthur, Private 4613, ‘A’ Coy., Depot, Royal Army Medical 

Corps lived in Scott Street. 

APPLEBY John Henry, Private 1681, 22nd. Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in High Street. Reported as a Prisoner of War. 

ARCHBOLD John James, Able Seaman T/4042, ‘Vera Grace’, Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Panhaven Road. 

ARKLE John, Able Seaman T/73750, Royal Navy lived in Leazes Street. 
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ARMSTRONG Frederick, Private, 1st/4th Bn., Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry, lived in Acklington Street. 

ARMSTRONG George, Pioneer 21046, 4th Bn., 3rd Coy., Coldstream 

Guards lived in Blackwood Street. 

ARMSTRONG John William, Driver 81797, Depot, Royal Field Artillery 

lived in Henderson Street. Reported wounded in action in November 

1917. 

ARMSTRONG Peter, Private, Somerset Light Infantry lived in Acklington 

Street. Reported wounded in action at Etaples in January 1916. 

ARMSTRONG Rendel, Gunner 594259 & 319396 103 Coy., Royal 

Garrison Artillery lived in Lime Street. 

ARRIES John, Private 291628, 76th F.F. Depot, 1st Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Percy Street. 

ARRIES William, Private 17268, 6th Bn., Kings Own Scottish Borderers 

lived in Smith Street. 

ARTHUR Thomas, Private 237113, 7th Agricultural Coy., 

Northumberland Fusiliers & 2nd/5th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 

23799 Royal Horse Artillery lived in Church Street. Reported wounded 

in action in June 1917. 

ASQUITH William, Corporal 465869, Labour Corps lived in Middleton 

Street then Byron Street. 
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ASTON Albert Henry, Sapper 42176, Royal Engineers lived in 

Acklington Street. 

ASTON Isaiah, Private 20812, 4th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 

509853 510th Motor Coy., Labour Corps lived in Acklington Street then 

Byron Street.  

ASTON William, Private, 6th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 34719 10th 

Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Acklington Street then Scott 

Street. Reported wounded in action, he convalesced in the Isle of Wight. 

He was part of the honour guard for the unveiling of the Clock Tower 

War Memorial. 

ATHEY Christopher, Able Seaman T2/405, 63rd R. N. Div., Machine Gun 

Bty., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Percy Street. Reported 

wounded in action in August 1915. 

BADMAN George Elton, Private 70294, 87th Training Reserve lived in 

Northumbria Terrace. 

BAILES Thomas, Engineer, Mercantile Marine lived in Edwin Street. 

BAIN John, Master Mariner, Mercantile Marine lived in Marine Road. 

BALDWIN Richard Henry, Lance Corporal 83651, 11 th Coy., 6th Bn., 

Machine Gun Corps lived in Lawson Street then Gibson Street. Reported 

wounded in action December 1918. 

BALLANTYNE John, Private 239675, 411th Agricultural Coy. lived in 

George Street then Ladbroke Street. 
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BALLANTYNE Thomas, Guardsman 3326, 1st Lifeguards & Machine 

Gun Corps lived in Ladbroke Street. 

BALMBRA Frank Buckland Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant 

290233, 4th Reserve Bty., 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

High Street. 

BARTLE Thomas, Private 204401, 4th Reserve Bn., Yorkshire Regiment 

lived in Acklington Road. 

BARTLE William Nixon (Nelson?), Private 469694, Army Service Corps 

lived in Acklington Road. 

BASTON James, Gunner 338255 (3398), Royal Garrison Artillery lived 

in Panhaven Road. 

BASTON John, Private 84072, 1st & 4th Reserve Bty., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in King Edward Street. 

BASTON Joseph, Sergeant 925012, 28th Bn., Canadian Expeditionary 

Force lived in Panhaven Road before emigrating to Saskatchewan, 

Canada in 1909. He enlisted in 1914 and came to England after six 

month‘s training. He was awarded (29/08/1918) a Military Medal as he 

led his section to the attack in splendid manner, gaining the objective, 

and found that he and his men must clear up a German machine gun 

nest, which they did. Sgt. Baston got all his men back without a scratch, 

not one being wounded. He also helped to carry out a wounded man 

under heavy German fire. 



 

 116 

BASTON Robert (David), Cadet, Royal Flying Corps lived in Panhaven 

Road. 

BAXTER Henry Welburn, Private 60365, Bedfordshire Regiment lived in 

Newburgh Street. 

BAXTER James Patterson, Private 290230, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusilier lived in Gordon Street. 

BEATIE George William, Private 29872, Royal Army Medical Corps 

lived in Albert Street. 

BEATY Sidney Arthur, Private 63304, Royal Army Medical Corps lived 

in King Edward Street. 

BELL Robert Markham William, Stoker K/43429 H.M.S. ‘Blake’, Royal 

Navy lived in Links Farm Cottages. 

BESFORD William, Private 227441, 298th & 13th Labour Coy., Royal 

Army Medical Corps lived in the Waterloo Hotel. 

BEVERLEY Heslop Wilson, Private 84008, 4th Reserve Bty., 9th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Queen Street. 

BICKERTON Ivys Adriance Brigham, Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 

lived in Greenfield Terrace. 

BOADEN Edwin Grey, 232291, Balloon Sqdn., Royal Air Force lived in 

Queen Street. 
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BOADEN Ernest Archibald, Lance Corporal GS/100086, 7 th Royal 

Fusiliers lived in Queen Street. 

BOADEN George William, Private 81472, Royal Army Medical Corps 

lived in Queen Street. Reported wounded in action July 1917. 

BOADEN Thomas, Private 32788, 16th Bn. Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry lived in Byron Street, then First Avenue. 

BOWEY J., Private, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Acklington Street. Reported wounded in action at Calais in May 1915. 

BRADFORD George John, Gunner 24026, Machine Gun Corps lived in 

Newburgh Street. 

BROWN Adam, Private 2417, 2nd/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in Ladbroke Street. 

BROWN Adam, Deckhand 12144, H.M.S. ‘Island Prince’, Royal Navy 

lived in Blackwood Street. 

BROWN Albert, Private 33764, 12th /13th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 33754 25th & 12th & 1st Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Gloster Hill Cottages. 

BROWN Benjamin, Seaman lived in Church Street then Panhaven 

Road. 

BROWN Charles, Private 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

King Edward Street. Reported wounded in action at Ypres in May 1915. 
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BROWN Joseph, Private 3043, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 204454, no 4 Coy.,, 15th Bn., South Lancashire Regiment & 

35206 25TH Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Gloster Hill Cottages 

then Cross Street. Reported wounded in action. 

BROWN Ramsay, Private 9369, 151st Coy., Royal Defence Corps lived 

in Wellwood Street. 

BROWN Robert, Sapper 217687, Royal Engineers lived in North View 

& Gibson Street. 

BROWN Robert, Army Transport, New Zealand Forces lived in King 

Edward Street. before emigrating. Reported wounded in action in the 

Dardanelles. 

BROWN Thomas, Private 291097, 11th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 7/3691 1st/7th Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Gloster Hill 

Cottages. 

BROWN Thomas Hook, Army Service Corps lived in King Edward 

Street. 

BROWN Thomas James Harmison, Private 290600, 4th Reserve Bty., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Scott Street then Church Street. 

BRYSON George, Private, Royal Engineers lived in Greensfield 

Terrace. 

BUDDLE William, Private 235288, 4th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Church Street. Reported wounded in action at St. Julien in April 
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1916, then twice more. He was also reported as a Prisoner of War in 

June 1918. 

BURNS Thomas Alexander, Private 118708, 357th Coy., Labour Corps 

formerly Durham Light Infantry lived in Station Cottages. 

BURROWS George Henry James, Private 256304, Army Service Corps 

lived in High Street. 

BURTON George, Sapper 291800, 703th Labour Corps lived in Queen 

Street. 

BURTON John, Private 204522, 2nd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in Queen Street. 

BURTON William Robert, Sapper 457930, 449th Field Coy., Royal 

Engineers lived in Greenfield Terrace then Northumbria Terrace. 

CALVERT- SPENCE James, Medical Officer, Royal Army Medical 

Corps lived in Amble with his parents David and Isabella before going to 

university. He served in Gallipoli, Egypt and on the Western Front and 

was awarded a Military Cross in September 1917 'For conspicuous 

gallantry and devotion to duty in proceeding to a battery that was 

suffering heavily from intense enemy shell fire, and continuing to search 

blown-in dugouts and tend the wounded under heavy fire. He displayed 

exceptional coolness and gallantry on this occasion, and on many 

previous occasions he has carried out his duties with magnificent 

devotion.' He was commended again in July 1919 'For conspicuous 

gallantry and devotion to duty while in command of a bearer division, 



 

 120 

during the attack on Oisy le Verger and the subsequent operations from 

September 28th to October 2nd. 1918. In addition to handling his bearers 

with marked skill and initiative, he reconnoitred and selected sites for 

regimental aid-posts under heavy fire. Throughout the operations he 

showed untiring energy and complete disregard of danger. His fine 

leading of bearers on several occasions through heavy barrages 

enabled the wounded to be rapidly cleared and undoubtedly resulted in 

the saving of many lives.' After being demobbed he worked in Newcastle 

and London hospitals. In 1924, in Newcastle, he began to specialise in 

social paediatrics; after returning from a year in America, he carried out 

research and published several papers on the health and nutrition of 

children in the region. He went on to become a government advisor when 

the National Health Service began in 1948. As part of a reorganisation, 

the town’s senior school chose a new name incorporating this inspiring, 

renowned individual- James Calvert Spence College.  

CAMPBELL James P., Corporal (Sergeant) 17751, 5th Field Coy., Royal 

Engineers lived in Smith Street. He was awarded the Distinguished 

Conduct Medal (03/06/1915)-  at Ypres, the Engineers had to go forward; 

he cut the barbed wire entanglements so that the infantry could advance 

but a companion of his was wounded in the great retreat;  Jim did not 

retreat without his man. He took him and carried and dragged him 700 

yards while the German machine guns were going. A bar was added 

(14/03/1916)- at Givenchy, ‘the Engineers had to advance and take a 

turn in the trenches as well.  Suddenly, a German threw a bomb right 

between him and his officer.  It was a matter of an instant, or death, and 

that instant was seized.  Jim picked up the bomb and threw it over the 
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parapet where it exploded.  A German was on the parapet.  It was not 

known whether the German was killed or not but Jim saved the life of his 

friend and himself and others in the trench. Knowing that a machine gun 

had been left behind, he went towards the German trenches and 

recaptured it, using it in the retreat to the British trenches again.' He was 

presented with an illuminated scroll at a welcome home reception held 

for him. 

CARMICHAEL George, Stoker K/41013, H.M.S. ‘Galatea’ & ‘Victory II’, 

Royal Navy lived in Station Cottages. 

CARMICHAEL Thomas, Private 270415, 1st/1st Bn., Northumberland 

Hussars Cavalry formerly 1195 lived in Station Cottages. 

CARR Thomas, Private 3/8952, 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in Newburgh Street then Prospect Place. Reported wounded in action 

when buried by a trench mortar at Ypres in 1916. 

CARSE Edwin, Gunner 241348, Royal Field Artilllery lived in 

Beaconsfield Terrace. 

CARSE John, Lieutenant, 151 Protection Coy., Royal Defence Corps 

lived in Beaconsfield Terrace. 

CASEY Walter John, Sergeant Instructor, Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in High Street. He had trained battalions at Alnwick and in the field 

in France. He was Mentioned in Despatches (30/04/1916) and awarded 

Military Medal for Bravery in the Field (27/10/1916). 
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CAVERS John Joseph Ebenezer, Gunner 187754, D/241 Bde., Royal 

Artillery formerly TF7015 (TF731507) lived in Broomhill Street then 

George Street. 

CHAPMAN George, Sapper 215902, Depot Co., London Electrical 

Engineers, Royal Engineers lived in Leazes Street. 

CHAPMAN Roger James, Private 19/1309, Labour Corps & 259977 

formerly 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Leazes Street. 

CHARLTON Thomas Henry, Seaman 2/10277, Royal Naval Volunteer 

Reserves lived in Newcastle then Dilston Terrace. 

CHRISP George Brown, Private 023721, Army Ordnance Co. lived in 

Dovecote Street. 

CHRISP Robert Brown, Corporal 143618, 90th Field Coy., Royal 

Engineers lived in Dovecote Street, Albert St. then Eastgarth Avenue. 

CLAPPERTON Alexander, Seaman 421, Royal Naval Volunteer 

Reserves lived in Victoria St. then Coquet Street. 

CLARK Andrew, Private G/44787, 1st/7th Middlesex Regiment lived in 

High Street. 

CLOSE Hugh, Private 20801, 73rd Labour Corps lived in North View. 

CLOSE John, Private 2667474, 8th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in North View then Victoria Street. 
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CLOSE Robert, Private 117757, 157th Machine Gun Corps lived in North 

View. 

COATES John Joseph, Private 877, 27th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

& 709889 Labour Corps lived in Newburgh Street. 

COCKBURN Robert, Sergeant, 1st/4th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Walker’s Yard. He was reported as a Prisoner of War. 

COOK Elijah, Wireless Operator 194325 (458856) Royal Ordnance 

Department, Royal Engineers formerly Private 2495 & 3153 & 290614 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Leazes Street. 

COPELAND Clifford Douglas, 2nd Air Mechanic 51709, 29 Sqdn, Royal 

Air Force & 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Links House 

Farmhouse. 

COULSON Richard, Driver 457818, 449th Field Coy., Royal Engineers 

lived in Edwin Street. 

CRAGGS Thomas Edward, Rifleman 14/42527, 2nd Bty., Royal Irish 

Rifles  lived in King Edward Street. 

CRAM George, Corporal 37818, 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 

623581 formerly 18th Scottish Rifles & 55558 Labour Corps lived in 

Victoria Street then Wellwood Street. 

CRAM James, Private 4/82623, 2nd Reserve Cavalry Regiment lived in 

Victoria Street then Church Street. 
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CUTHBERTSON Charles, Stoker 2nd class K/41103, H.M.S. ‘St. 

George’, Royal Navy lived in High Street. 

CUTHBERTSON Leo Septimus, Trooper 3444, 1st Lifeguards 7 Guards 

Machine Gun Regiment lived in High Street. 

CUTHBERTSON Robert James, Gunner 27471, ‘B’ Bty., 46th Bde., 

Royal Field Artillery lived in High Street. He was reported wounded in 

action. 

DALGARNO David Ogilvy, Driver 457852, G.B. Depot, Royal Engineers 

lived in Edwin Street. 

DARLING Adam Dixon, Lance Corporal 7837, 7th Dragoon Guards lived 

in Church Street. 

DARLING Edwin, Captain, 250th Bde., 4th Howitzer Bde., Royal Field 

Artillery lived in Marine Road. Awarded Military Cross (11/05/1917) as 

he had gone out some three miles into several villages and towns to 

ascertain whether there were any Germans there.  He reported the result 

to his higher officer, and was the means of the cavalry and the infantry 

going straight forward.  What an amount of time was saved, and what a 

gain it was to our troops.  He had served in the Somme, Arras and Ypres 

and been wounded three times. He was reported as a Prisoner of War 

in Germany (05/1918). 

DARLING Norman, Lieutenant, 7th Worcester Regiment lived in Dilston 

Terrace. 
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DAVIDSON Alexander, Private G/6512, East Kent Regiment lived in 

Scott Street. 

DAVIDSON John William, Rifleman R/20075, 8th Bn., Kings Royal Rifles 

lived in Wellwood Street. 

DAVIDSON William Brown, Corporal 23965, 8th Co., Royal Army 

Medical Corps lived in George Street. 

DAVIS John, Private TR/5/82093, Training Reserve Bn., East Yorks 

Regiment & 90th Training Reserve Bn., & 38983(37087) 264 th Infantry 

Bn., formerly 8th Bn., Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry lived in 

Wellwood Street. 

DAVIS Thomas, Private 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in High 

Street. 

DAVISON Cecil, Private TR/5/141109, 84th Training Reserve Bty, 4th 

Machine Gun Corps lived in Panhaven Road. He was reported severely 

gassed. 

DAVISON George Robert, Private 27085, 5th Bn., 4th Grenadier Guards 

lived in Panhaven Road. 

DAVISON Robert George, Private TR/5/141087, 84th Training Reserve 

Bty., Machine Gun Corps lived in Marks Row. 

DAVISON William Murdoch, Sergeant 63267, Royal Field Artillery lived 

in King Edward Street. 
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DAWSON Thomas, Private 31537, London Command, 5th Bn., 

Grenadier Guards lived in Marks Row. 

DAWSON Thomas, Private 11900, 14th & 22nd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Marine Road. 

DINGLE William, Driver T4/123999, 688th Coy., Army Service Corps 

lived in Station Cottages. 

DITCHBURN Robert, Private 20/743, 20th & 5th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Marks Row. He was reported wounded in action and 

gassed in February 1917; awarded a Military Medal (23/08/1916); a 

Prisoner of War at Stendal. 

DIXON William Jefferson, Private 37293, 18th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Panhaven Road. 

DOBSON Albert, Sergeant 35184, 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Gordon Street. He was awarded a Military Medal for Gallantry in 

the Field (13/06/1927) when he took charge of his platoon in Arras and 

led the attack. 

DONALDSON Leslie William, Gunner 175061, Royal Garrison Artillery 

lived in High Street. 

DOUGLAS John William, Corporal 29882, Royal Army Medical Corps 

lived in King Edward Street. He was based at Netherham Military 

Hospital and when off duty, entertained the wounded soldiers, organised 

concerts and delivered temperance addresses as well as preaching.  
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DOUGLAS Joseph, Private 53264, no 30 Coy., Royal Army Medical 

Corps lived in Wellwood Street then Bridge Street. 

DOUGLAS(S) Thomas Edward, Private 290586, 9th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Coquet Street then Percy Street. 

DOUGLAS William, Engineer, Merchant Navy lived in Links House 

Cottages. 

EARNSHAW Albert Edwin, Gunner 174729, D/31st Bde., Royal Field 

Artillery lived in King Edward Street. 

EARNSHAW Ernest, 3rd Engineer, S.S. ‘Chasehill’ Mercantile Marine 

lived at The Wynd. 

EARNSHAW Harold, E.R.A. 4th class M/17676, Barracks, Royal Navy 

lived at The Wynd. 

ELLIOTT Andrew James, Private 17/288, ‘A’ Coy., 17th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Gibson Street. 

ELLIOTT John William, Private 24738, 10th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Gibson Street. He was reported wounded in action on 

three occasions. 

ELLIOTT John William, Private 27760, 47th Labour Coy., Labour Corps 

lived in Dilston Terrace. 

ELLIOTT Robert, Regiment unknown lived in Gibson St. then North 

View. He was reported wounded and gassed in November 1915. 
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ELMSLIE William, Corporal 23957, Royal Army Medical Corps lived in 

Smith Street. 

ENGLISH Robert Forster, Trooper 3480, Guards Machine Gun 

Regiment lived in Broomhill Street. 

FAIRBAIRN George, Lance Corporal 55108, 10th Scottish Rifles & 

623564 296th Reserve Coy, Labour Corps lived in Midddleton Street. 

FAIRBAIRN William Spours (Spoors), Driver/Gunner 1110834, 1103 rd 

Bty., Royal Field Artillery lived in Gordon Street. 

FAIRLAMB Frederick Simon, Seaman TZ/406, 63rd Machine Gn Bty., 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in the Station Hotel. 

FARRALL Hudson, Sapper 3000849, Royal Engineers lived in Ladbroke 

Street. 

FARRALL William, Private 35163, 5th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers, 

also 1th & 12th Bns., lived in Ladbroke Street. 

FARRINGTON Thomas, Private 32579 & 2510 (25/0290619) 833rd 

Agricultural Employment Coy. Labour & 482101st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers & 16th Infantry Labour Coy., 55th Labour Corps 

lived in John Street. He was reported wounded in action in November 

1918. 

FENWICK Edward, Private 533339, 21st General Hospital, Royal Army 

Medical Corps lived in Middleton Street. 
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FITZPATRICK William, Private 10174, Royal Irish Regiment lived in 

Broomhill Street.  

He was reported wounded in action. Although a bullet 

went clean through his shoulder, he comforted the dying 

soldier beside him who had his legs blown off. After 

recovering, he served in Ireland where he found the 

people generally friendly. 

FLANIGAN Mark, Private 3593, Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Broomhill Street then Henderson Street. He was reported gassed in 

June 1918. 

FOSTER William, Seaman TZ/421, Royal Navy & 2nd Reserves lived in 

Coquet Street. 

FRASER James, Sapper 457805 & 2852, 451st Field Co, Royal 

Engineers lived in Edwin Street. 

FRIEND William John, Leading Seaman 166871, H.M.S. ‘President IV’, 

Royal Navy lived in Coastguards Houses. 

GAIR Edwin (Ned), Able Seaman TZ/771, 2nd Reserve Bty., Royal Naval 

Division lived in Bede Street. 
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GAIR John Bolton, Stoker 2 K51085, H.M.S. ‘Pembroke’, Royal Navy 

lived in Leazes Street. 

GAIR Joseph, Deckhand Z/4089 or SD 842, ‘Idaho’, Royal Navy lived in 

Leazes Street.                                              

He was privileged to be one of the guard of honour alongside the coffin 

when the body of Edith Cavill was returned to England. 

GAIR Matthew William, Able Seaman TZ/769, H.M.S. ‘Pembroke’, Royal 

Navy lived in Cross Street. 

GAIR Robert Carse, Lance Corporal 23211, 2nd, 1st & 24th Bty., Royal 

Fusiliers lived in Bede Street. 

GAIR William, Able Seaman R/3967, Hawke Bn., 63rd Royal Naval 

Volunteer Reserves lived in Newburgh Street then Broomhill Street.  

GARDNER Andrew, Orderly/ Sergeant, British Red Cross Society & 

Order of St. John lived in Newburgh Street. 

GARDNER John Willie, Gunner 319402, 103 Co., Royal Field Artillery 

lived in Gordon Street. 
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GARVIE William, Private 2463 (2673) 36th & 22nd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in John Street. 

GELDART William Henry, Private 4103, 3rd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in King Edward Street. 

GIBSON James, Private 51810, 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 58448 1st/4th Bn., Yorks & Lancashire Regiment lived in Albert 

Street. 

GIBSON John, Shoeing Smith 114020, 80th Bde., Royal Field Artillery 

lived at The Wynd. 

GIBSON Joshua Johnson, Private 71084, 28th Casualty Clearing 

Station, Royal Army Medical Corps lived in Gordon Street. 

GIBSON Thomas, Corporal M2/203608, 615th Motor Transport Coy., 

Army Service Corps lived in Dilston Terrace. 

GIBSON William, Private 245285, 15th Bn., Durham Light Infantry & 

204355 1st/4th Bn., Yorkshire Regiment lived in Percy Street. 

GLASS George, Gunner 110930, 1 (G) Bty., Royal Horse Artillery lived 

in Smith Street. 

GOODFELLOW Derwick Ormond, Gunner 175505, 25th Siege Bty., 

Royal Garrison Artillery lived in Albert Street. 
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GRAHAM Benjamin Matthews, Pioneer 364271 (23961), London 

Electrical Engineering, Royal Engineers formerly 5988 & 23942 Royal 

Army Medical Corps lived in Church Street. 

GRAHAM Mark Douglas, Gunner 123375, Royal Garrison Artillery lived 

in Queen St. then George Street. 

GREY Albert, Engineer, Merchant Navy lived in Oswald Street. 

GREY William (Willie), Private 51571, 1st East Yorkshire Regiment 

formerly 78630 4th Reserve Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Panhaven 

Road. He was reported as a Prisoner of War in 1918. 

GREY William, Private 290836, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Blackwood Street then Church Street. 

GRIFFITHS John Henry, Corporal 302210 lived in Percy Street. He was 

reported gassed and badly scarred from burns. 

HALL Foster Hedley, Sergeant 15813, 8th Bn., Somerset Light Infantry 

lived in Ladbroke Street. 

HALL George Thomas, Private 15816, 7th Bty., Somerset Light Infantry 

lived in Ladbroke Street then Church Street. 

HALL George Willis, Driver T4/160193, 31st D. Training, Army Service 

Corps lived in Bede Street. 
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HALL John Robert, Private 98132, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Scott Street.  

He was reported wounded in action where he was 

shot at the top of both legs and afterwards always had 

one shorter than the other. 

HALL John Robert, Private 37297, Royal Defence 

Corps lived in Northumbria Terrace. 

HALL Joseph Henry, Private 57974, 8th Bn., Yorks & Lancs Regiment & 

3rd Bn. Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Scott Street then Marks Row. 

He was reported wounded in action. 

HALL William James, Private 51886 (79510), 9th Bn., Royal Fusiliers 

lived in Scott Street then Marks Row. 

HANDYSIDE John Robert, Able Seaman 11202, D.A., Royal Naval 

Volunteer Reserves lived in King Edward Street then Lime Street. 

HANDYSIDE Thomas Markwell, Able Seaman CJ/52748, H.M.S. 

‘Almanzora’, Royal Navy lived in King Edward Street. 

HANDYSIDE William Markwell, Deckhand 1570, H.M.S. ‘Island Prince’, 

Royal Navy Transport lived in King Edward Street. 

HARBOTTLE Charles Matthew, Gunner 84431, Royal Field Engineers 

lived in Middleton Street then Ladbroke Street. 
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HARBOTTLE John James, Private 53266, Royal Army Medical Corps 

lived in Middleton Street then Wellwood Street.  

HARRISON Ebenezeer Nairn, Private 18/875, 14th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Coquet Street. 

HARRISON George Beaumont, 2nd Lieutenant, 6th Bty., Worcester 

Regiment lived at The Wynd. 

HASTIE James, Acting Sergeant/ Wireless Operator WR/314687, 

Marine Section, Inland Waterways formerly 345364 Royal Engineers 

lived in Newburgh Street. 

HEATH Henry Victor, Private 18122 (11155), 6th Bn., Kings Own 

Yorkshire Light Infantry formerly 391297 508th Employment Coy., Labour 

Corps lived in Blackwood Street. He was reported wounded in action. 

HEDLEY Bartholomew, Lance Corporal 10355 & 4435147, 1st Bn., 

Durham Light Infantry lived in Queen Street. 

HEDLEY Dixon, Private 242503, 14th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Duncan’s Buildings then Byron Street. 

HEDLEY Francis, Gunner 72632, Royal Field Artillery lived in Duncan’s 

Buildings then Byron Street. 

HEDLEY George, Private 270623, 10th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Queen Street. 
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HEDLEY George Robert, Private 112798, Royal Army Medical Corps 

lived in Edwin Street then Wellwood Street. 

HEDLEY William, Sergeant 53478, 72nd Field Ambulance, Royal Army 

Medical Corps lived in Oswald Street. He was awarded the French 

Medaille Millitare (01/05/1917); Military Medal (11/08/1918) and 

Distinguished Conduct Medal for attacking a party of the enemy single-

handed, and driving them off. 

HEDLEY William, Sergeant 15674, 8th Bn., Somerset Light Infantry lived 

in Albert Street. 

HENDERSON Edward Mills, Gunner 154753, 1/1 London Heavy Bty., 

Royal Garrison Artillery lived in Gordon Street. 

HENDERSON James, Stoker 2, H.M.S. ‘Pembroke II’, Royal Navy lived 

in Henderson Street. 

HENDERSON John, Private 2480, 2 (Reserve) Bty., Royal Guernsey 

Light Infantry lived in Henderson Street then High Street. He was 

reported wounded in action and lost a leg. 

HENDERSON Ralph, Private 31830, 25th Bn., Durham Light Infantry 

formerly 297th Labour Corps lived in Henderson Street 

HENRY John Robert, Sapper 241188, ‘A’ Depot Coy., Royal Anglesey 

Reserve Bn., Royal Engineers then Royal Army Medical Corps lived in 

Acklington Street then Dovecote Street. 
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HENSHALL Isaac, Private 50866, 14th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Newburgh Street. 

HENSHALL William, Acting Lance Sergeant 202446 & 368, 20th Bty., 

Rifle Bde., Territorial Force lived in Henderson Street. 

HESELTINE Arthur, Lance Corporal 340513, 37th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 6/2498 1st/6th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Northumbria Terrace. 

HOWARD George, Gunner 189222, Royal Garrison Artillery lived at The 

Wynd. 

HOWARD Robert, Gunner D/230611, Royal Garrison Artillery & Motor 

Transport, Army Services & 5th Army Troops & 9th Motor Coy. lived in 

Queen Street. 

HUME William, Lance Corporal 348, 19th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Marks Row. 

HUTCHINSON Frederick W., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in 

Gibson Street. He was reported has having severe facial wounds after a 

rifle exploded on a train in France; also wounded in action in March 1915. 

INGLIS Henry, Company Quartermaster Sergeant, Gordon Highlanders 

lived in Gibson Street. He was awarded a Military Medal for Bravery in 

the Field (24/02/1917). 

JACKSON John Thomas, Sapper 461119, 454th (451st) Northumbrian 

Field Coy., Royal Engineers lived in Second Avenue. 
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JACKSON William, Private 19363, 2nd Bn., Coldstream Guards lived in 

Second Avenue. He was reported wounded in action and a Prisoner of 

War. 

JACKSON William Robert, Private 1698, 19th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers previously 91978 Durham Light Infantry lived in Woodbine 

Street then Bede Street. 

JAQUES Harry, Private 011575, Army Ordnance Corps lived in 

Woodbine Street. 

JEFFFERSON William, Gunner 104501, Royal Garrison Artillery lived in 

Blackwood Street, then Lawson Street. 

JOHNSON Robert, Private/ Stretcher Bearer 1734, 1st/7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Hauxley with his father Charles who 

was a Bandmaster in the Fusiliers. He was awarded the D.C.M. ‘for 

conspicuous gallantry on a number of occasions as a stretcher bearer, 

particularly on three specific occasions when he showed great bravery 

and coolness in tending and removing the wounded under heavy fire.’ 

JOHNSON Thompson, Private 325243, 5th Reserve Bty., 15th/17th Bn., 

West Yorkshire Regiment lived in Albert Street. 

JOHNSTONE William, Lance Corporal 134546, 9th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Albert Street. 

JORDAN William, Private 430279 or 320, ‘A’ Coy., 25 th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers formerly 479th & 501st Agricultural Coy., 
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Labour Corps lived in Bede Street then High Street. He was reported 

wounded in action in July 1916. 

KAY David, Private 285432, 1st/6th Seaforth Highlanders formerly Acting 

Sergeant 2501, Black Watch lived in Edwin Street then Lindisfarne 

Road. 

KING James, Gunner 113838 (M2/183388), no 14 D.M.T. Co/. Army 

Service Corps lived in Cement Cottages. 

KINGHORN John, Pioneer WR/340860, Inland Waterways & Docks, 

Royal Engineers lived in King Edward Street. 

LEE George Wake, Private 34453, ‘A’ Co/. 12 th Bedfordshire Regiment 

lived in Leazes Street. 

LEE John, Engineer, Merchant Navy lived in Queen Street. 

LEE Thomas, Sapper 457433, 451st Field Coy., Northumbrians, Royal 

Engineers lived in Albert Street. 

LENNON James, Sergeant 203046, 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Church Street. He was reported wounded in action at 

Calais in May 1915. 

LEWIS Robert, Able Seaman TZ/768, Collingwood, Anson, Howie & 

Hood Bns., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Church Street. He 

was reported wounded in action in Rouen in December 1917. 
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LEWIS Robert William, Master Mariner, Mercantile Marine lived in 

Church Street. 

LIDDLE Thomas, Private. Lived in Cross Row East with his parents 

Thomas and Hannah. Previously reported killed in action in May 1915, 

he was discovered wounded in Bethune Hospital in mid- June 1915. 

LILLIE James, Private 25807, 3rd Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders lived 

in Northumbria Terrace. 

LINTON David Hasband, Seaman, Mercantile Marine lived in Church 

Street. 

LISLE George, Private 59567, T.W. Bty., 16th & 1st Yorks & Lancashire 

Regiment formerly 50965 9th Bn., Chesire Regiment or Lance Corporal 

470959, Anti- Gas Engineer, Royal Engineers lived in Gordon Street. 

LISLE Harry, Gunner 174644, 404 Bty., 166 Bde., Royal Field Artillery 

lived in Gordon Street. 

LONSDALE George Hodgson, Able Seaman J/62137, Royal Navy lived 

in Station House. 

LOUGHRIDGE James Anderson, Captain (Doctor), Royal Army Medical 

Corps lived in Amble House. He was reported a Prisoner of War in 

Germany in March 1918 having been captured whilst tending to the 

wounded. He became a local doctor for many years after he returned 

home. 
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LUKE John George, Private 22528, 15th Cycle Bty., Army Cycle Corps 

lived in High Street. 

LUKE Thomas Alexander, Able Seaman TZ/3027, Anson Bn., Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in High Street. 

LUKE William, Driver 120729, Royal Horse & Field Artillery & Tank 

Corps lived in High Street. He was awarded a Military Medal for Bravery 

in the Field (13/12/1918). 

LUNDGREN John Gunner, Private 148296, 23rd Machine Gun Corps 

lived in High Street. 

LYALL Edward, Able Seaman J/47771, H.M.S. ‘Royal Sovereign’, Royal 

Navy lived in Acklington Street. 

MANDERS Robert Edwin, 25125, 5th Bn., Grenadier Guards lived in 

Edwin Street. He was reported wounded in action twice as well as 

suffering from gas burns. 

MARR Edmund, Private 63926, N.C. Bty. lived in Amble House Cottage. 

MARTIN Robert, Private 100, Machine Gun Corps lived in Edwin Street. 

MARTIN Robert James, Bugler, Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Henderson Street. 

MARTIN Ronald Robert Scott, 53482 Stretcher Bearer, Field 

Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps lived in Eastgarth Avenue. He 

was awarded a Distinguished Conduct Medal (14/11/1916) as when in 
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charge of stretcher bearers, he lead them frequently through 

extremelyheavy shell fire to and from the front line trenches, and 

exhibited a coolness and courage which inspired confidence in all with 

him. There is a Litany Desk in St. Cuthbert’s Church which was given in 

his memory; it was paid from pennies collected from pupils at the Church 

school where he taught. 

MASON John Frank, Signaller Z/4887, H.M.S. ‘Vernon’, Royal Naval 

Volunteer Reserves lived in King Edward Street. 

MATTHEWS Fred, Corporal 013922, Army Ordnance Corps lived in 

Acklington Street. 

MATTHEWS John Robert, Sea Fireman, Mercantile Marine lived in 

Newburgh Street. 

MATTHEWS John Thompson, Driver ET/48015, Army Service Corps 

lived in Lime Street. 

MAVIN Allan, Sapper 457928, 449th Field Coy., Royal Engineers 

formerly 3215 lived in Acklington Street. 

MAVIN John, Sapper 457434, 449th Field Coy., Royal Engineers 

previously 1848 lived in Acklington Street. 

MAVIN William, Private 367363, 124th Labour Corps lived in Queen 

Street. 
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McANDREWS James, Company Sergeant Major 25/1377, Royal Army 

Medical Corps lived in Bede Street. He was reported suffering from shell 

shock in December 1916. 

McDONALD Alexander, Sapper 27212, Northumbrian Division, Royal 

Engineers lived in Scott Street. 

McGLEN Ambrose John, Private 2405, 7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Church Street. 

McGOWAN Daniel, Sergeant 235210, 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 7/1715 lived in Albert Street. Reported wounded at Calais in 

May 1915. 

McGOWAN Larry, Corporal, 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Newburgh Street. Reported wounded in action at Calais May 1915, he 

remained cheerful ‘.. leaving tonight for England. I am writing this is the 

trenches. The big guns are going strong. I am wounded but getting on 

fine. The Germans are getting some stick. I am still as happy as ever”. 

McQUILLAN (McQUILLEN) Edward Cecil, Private 173634, 4th Bn., 

Machine Gun Corps formerly 137324, 2nd Garrison Bty., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Gordon Street. 

McQUILLEN Harry, S/17137, 1st Cameron Highlanders lived in Gordon 

Street. 
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McQUILLEN Thomas Finlay, Sergeant C1004, 12th & 16th Bn., Kings 

Royal Rifles lived in Gordon Street. He was reported wounded in action 

in 1916. 

MERIVALE Vernon, 2nd Lieutenant, Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Togston. He was awarded a Military Cross and Mentioned in Dispatches 

(27/07/1916)- For conspicious good work since arrival in the country till 

he was wounded at Hooge in June when out reconnoitring for best 

position from which to join in the main attack on the German positions. 

Particularly near Fortuin April 25 1915, when he attempted to outflank a 

German Machine Gun position, and again at St Julien April 26th when 

his company officer being  wounded, he took command of his company 

and led them right through the attack. A  Bar was added (23/07/1918)- 

During two days of severe fighting he handled his company with great 

daring and ability, and at one time took command of the battalion, 

leading it with the greatest courage, under intense shell fire, to a most 

important rendezvous. He was the first recipient of a medal who returned 

home to receive a presentation. This event was a tremendous occasion 

with a parade and band and lots of speeches and congratulations. 

MELROSE John, Gunner 205335, ‘C’ Bty., 150th Bde., Royal Field 

Artillery lived in High Street. 

MELVIN Walter, Private 633, 4th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived at 

The Wynd then Link End Farm 

MIDDLEMAS William Charles Edward, Lance Corporal 1586, 5 th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers formerly 458942 & WR/282864 Royal 
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Engineers lived in King Edward Street. He was reported wounded in 

action in July 1916. 

MILES George Thomas, Private G180 (2884), 1st Bn., Durham Light 

Infantry formerly 5th Bn., & Protection Coy. , Royal Defence Corps lived 

in Scott Street. 

MILLER James, Private 3912, Royal Defence Corps lived in Percy 

Street. 

MILLER James William, Guardsman 2816 (31500), 5th Reserves & 3rd 

Bn., Grenadier Guards lived in Percy Street. 

MILLER Robert A., Seaman/ Donkeyman, Mercantile Marine lived in 

Windsor Terrace. 

MITCHELL Robert William, Private 141004, 84th Training Reserve Bn., 

Machine Gun Corps lived in Dovecote Street. 

MITCHINSON F., Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Radcliffe 

MOFFITT Alexander William, Private 290180 (290380), 4 th Reserve Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers formerly 7/1474 lived in Church Street. 

MOLE Thomas, Private 20674, Royal Army Medical Corps formerly 

3402384 36th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Gloster Terrace. 

MOODY Thomas, Private 3913, 460th Co., Royal Defence Corps lived in 

Bede Street. 
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MORGAN Richard, Private 20193, 14th & 19th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Prospect Terrace. He was reported wounded in action. 

MORGAN Thomas, Private 31782, no 23, Vets Hospital, Army 

Veterinary Corps lived in Albert Street. 

MORTON George, Private 70617, Royal Army Medical Corps lived in 

North View. 

MOSCROP Douglas William, 2nd Lieutenant, Royal Engineers lived at 

The Wynd. 

MOSSMAN Albert Scott, Private S4/036999, 153rd Co., Army Service 

Corps lived in Wellwood Street. 

MOSSMAN Thomas, Mercantile Marine lived in Byron Street. 

MOUATT Charles Wood, Stoker 3755/S, H.M.S. ‘Ruthemua’, Royal 

Navy lived in Church Street. 

MURRAY Charles, Private 4694, Guards Machine Gun Regiment 

formerly Trooper 3306, 2nd Lifeguards lived in Marine Road. 

MURRAY John William, Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Marine Road 

then Edwin Street. He was reported wounded in action; also as a 

Prisoner of War in August 1917. 

MURRAY Robert, Private 4695, Guards Machine Gun Regiment 

formerly Trooper 3307, 2nd Lifeguards lived in Leazes Street then 

Henderson Street. 
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MURRAY William Nicholas, Private 11414, 13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Albert Street. 

MURRIE (MURRAY) David Bartholomew, Able Seaman KX/403, Hood 

Bn., 63rd Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Henderson Street. He 

was reported as a Prisoner of War in 1918. 

MURRIE Frank, Private 120924, Royal Army Medical Corps lived in 

Eastgarth Avenue. 

NELSON Duncan, Private S/31882, Depot, 6th Bn., ‘D’ Coy., Cameron 

Highlanders lived in Albert Street. 

NICHOL Henry Corporal 14285, 11th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

formerly 252768 176th Tunnelling Coy., Royal Engineers lived in George 

Street. 

NICHOL James Hindson (Hudson), Sergeant 82773, 2/2nd London 

Regiment formerly 23213 Royal Fusiliers & 40042 12th Middlesex 

Regiment lived in George Street. 

NICHOLSON John Robert, Private GS/107059, 43rd GR Bn., Royal 

Engineers formerly 11400 9th & 13th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 

480250 792nd Area Employment Coy., Garrison Guard Coy., Labour 

Corps lived in Gibson Street then North Street. He was reported 

wounded in action in September 1917. 

NICHOLSON Joseph, Private 142112, 19th Co., Royal Army Medical 

Corps formerly 2850 Yorkshire Regiment & 245298 Durham Light 
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Infantry lived in Victoria Street then North View. He was reported 

wounded in action. 

O’KEEFE Joseph, Private 16904, 7th & 1st Bn., Somerset Light Infantry 

lived in Marine Road then Ladbroke Street. 

ORMSTON Arthur, Guardsman 31501, Grenadier Guards lived in 

Henderson Street. 

ORMSTON Ernest, Gunner 99454, Machine Gun Corps lived in 

Henderson Street. 

OWENS Walter, Lance Corporal, 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in Lambs Terrace. He was reported wounded in action at Calais in May 

1915. 

PARK Joseph, Private 17828, 30th Labour Corps formerly 3690 

Northumberland Fusiliers & 41156 Yorks & Lancashire & 47155 Kings 

Own Scottish Borderers lived in Acklington Street. 

PARK William, Gunner 170680, 8th Reserve Bty., Machine Gun Corps 

lived in Acklington Street. 

PASCOE Arthur, Leading Boatman 159275, H.M.S. ‘President IV’, Royal 

Navy lived at the Coastguard Station. 

PATTEN Robert, Lance Corporal 11932, 14th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in High Street. 
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PATTEN George William, Lance Corporal 31541, 2nd Bn., Grenadier 

Guards lived in High Street. 

PATTERSON Flora, Lady Londonderry’s Own (Women’s Army) lived in 

Dovecote Street. 

PEARSON William Oswald, Private 68373, Royal Army Medical Corps 

lived in Church Street. He was reported wounded in action in October 

1917. 

PENROSE William, Acting Sergeant 26401, 2nd Garrison Bty., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Queen Street. 

PERCY Gilbert, Private 367411, Labour Corps lived at Hope House 

Farm. 

PHILLIPS George Slight, 587989, Labour Corps formerly Corporal 

44709 & 1518 2nd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Church Street. 

PRATT Charles Rogers, Corporal 49444 (51960), no. 4 Staffordshire 

Regiment lived in Bede Street. 

PRINGLE James, Driver 270095, Royal Field Artillery lived in Coquet 

Street, then Bridge Street then Middleton Street. 

PRINGLE John, Gunner 99661, 225th Seige Bty., Royal Garrison 

Artillery lived in George Street then Coquet Street. 
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PRINGLE John Robert, Private 4169, Welsh Guards lived at Gloster Hill. 

He was reported badly gassed in August 1918 when he was caught on 

barbed wire. 

PRINGLE John Robert, Stoker S/7006, H.M.S. ‘Actaeon’ & ‘Queen 

Victoria’ Royal Navy lived in Turner Street then North Street. 

RICHARDSON David, Sapper 132673, Royal Engineers formerly 1270 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Broomhill Street. He was reported 

gassed and a Prisoner of War in 1918. 

RICHARDSON John Henry, Private 70639, 19th Bn., Durham Light 

Infantry lived in King Edward Street then Greenfield Terrace. 

RICHARDSON William, Private 23/1273, 23rd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Broomhill St. then Northumbria Terrace then Henderson 

Street. 

ROBERTS Hugh Hooston, Captain, 19th (S) Bty., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Bede Street. 

ROBERTS Victor Cyril, Lieutenant, Royal Air Force formerly 7/1778 

Northumberland Fusiliers & 1st East Yorks Regiment lived in Bede 

House. He went to France in April 1915 where he was sent straight to 

the front. He was shot in the arm at St. Julien in April 1915 and returned 

to England to convalesce. Whilst recovering he wrote a graphic account 

of that battle. He retrained in the Flying Corp before joining the 

Intelligence Corp in 1917.  He was wounded in his left leg and knee 
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whilst serving as an Observer over Belgium. He never fully recovered 

and, after his discharge, could not walk very far. 

ROBINSON Thomas Brignall Cox, Stoker 1st class K41022, H.M.S. 

‘Idaho’, Royal Navy lived in Albert Street. 

ROBSON Robert William, Sapper 461043, 448th Coy., Royal Engineers 

formerly 1161043 1st/3rd Northumbrian Field Coy/. Royal Engineers lived 

in King Edward Street. 

ROLAND Edward, Lance Corporal 22123, 2nd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in King Edward Street then Albert Street. 

ROSS John William, Lance Corporal 37912, 8th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 1900 Northern Cyclist Bn. or Sergeant 11968, 14th 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Bridge Street. 

ROWELL Edward Maurice, Fat S/2628 & Z/422, Royal Marines formerly 

63rd Div., Training 150 Field Ambulance, Royal Naval Volunteer 

Reserves lived in Queen Street. 

ROWELL George, Sapper 457602, 3/1st Field Co., Northumbrian Div., 

Royal Engineers lived in Queen Street. 

ROWELL James, Driver 84646, 36th Infantry Bn., Machine Gun Corps 

lived in Queen Street. 

ROWELL John Foster, Able Seaman TZ/650, Collingwood Bn., Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Queen Street. He was reported 

wounded in action in the Dardanelles in June 1915. 
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RUTHERFORD Alexander, Driver 115695, ‘C’ Bty., 227th Bde., Royal 

Field Artillery lived in George Street then Scott Street. 

RUTHERFORD Andrew, Gunner 226060, Royal Field Artillery lived at 

The Wynd then Church Street. 

SAMPLE Joseph, Sapper 457601, 451st Field Coy., Northumbrian Div., 

Royal Engineers formerly T2256 lived in Wellwood Street. 

SANDERSON John, Pioneer 126986, 1st Tank Bde., Royal Engineers 

lived in Ivy Street. 

SANDERSON John Thomas Gibbison, Corporal 466161, Royal 

Engineers & 1627, lived in Bede Street. 

SANT Robert, Private 1761, 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Cliff House. 

SCRACE Charles William, Coastguard Officer, H.M.S. ‘President IV’, 

Royal Navy lived at the Coastguard Station. 

SCOTT Henry, Private 94273, 52 (G) Bty., West Yorks Regiment lived 

in Dovecote Street. 

SHANKS George, Private 529072, 487th Agricultural Coy., Labour Corps 

formerly 37199 Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Church Street. He was 

reported wounded in action in June 1917. 

SHANKS James Ernest, Private 79613, 9th Royal Fusiliers lived in King 

Edward Street. 
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SHANKS John E. (Elden?), Private 2415, 7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in King Edward Street. He was reported wounded in action 

at Calais in May 1915. 

SHAW John, Corporal 31821, 54th Labour Corps formerly 47464 

Lincolnshire Regiment lived in Queen Street. 

SHEARER Alexander, Corporal 315212, Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in Hauxley then Long Row South, Radcliffe. 

SHEARER Francis, Trimmer 5308, H.M.S. ‘Zaria’, Royal Naval 

Transport lived in Coquet Street. 

SHEWEN James, Deckhand, Merchant Navy lived in Northumbria 

Terrace. 

SIBBALD John William, no details but lived at The Wynd. 

SIMMONS David Hetherington, Private 635 & 62026, 3rd Bn., Yorkshire 

Regiment attached 4th Bn., Reserves Northamptonshire Regiment lived 

in Church Street then Gordon Street. 

SMART David William, Lance Corporal 37202, 21st Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 1st/4th Bn. & 2058 Northern Cyclists Bn. lived in 

Wellwood Street. He was reported as a Prisoner of War in 1918. 

SMART Robert, Engine Room Artificer 4th class M/30579 lived in 

Middleton Street, then Wellwood Street. 
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SMITH George Thomas, Private DM2/130157, Army Service Corps 

(Medical Transport) & 347 Coy., (M.T.), Army Service Corps lived in 

Turner Street. 

SMITH James Edward, Seaman, Mercantile Marines lived in Back 

Queen Street (Turner Street). 

 

 

SMITH Matthew Henry, Gunner 84350, 21st (R) Bty., 

Royal Field Artillery lived in Wellwood Street. 

SMITH Matthew Henry, Gunner 259467, Royal Engineer Signals 

attached Sub. Section 28th Bde., Royal Garrison Artillery formerly 38016 

Durham Light Infantry & 54301 Machine Gun Corps lived in Gordon 

Street. 

SMITH Robert, Private 15174, Royal Leinster Regiment (Royal 

Canadians) formerly 43463 22nd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Henderson Street. 

SPENCE James Calvert, Captain, Special Reserve, Royal Army Medical 

Corps attached 34th Field Ambulance lived in Queen Street. He was 

awarded a Military Cross and Bar. 

STEPHENSON Penement George, Private 3930 155th Protection Co., 

Royal Defence Corps lived in Cliff House. 
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STEVENS George Edward, Gunner 3239 & 36069, B/91 Bde., Royal 

Field Artillery lived in Cement Houses. 

STEVENS Samuel. Private 13417, 13th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 

647942 Labour Corps lived in Cement House then Coquet Street. 

STEVENS William Deas, GS/79619, 11th Royal Fusiliers & Private 

51869, 3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Coquet Street. 

STEWART George Henry, Private 634, 21st Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 386351 164th Labour Corps & 32843 East Lancashire 

Regiment lived in Victoria Street. He was reported wounded in action in 

June 1916. 

STEWART James Boyd, Corporal 818, 19th & 20th Bn., Durham Light 

Infantry lived in Station Cottages then Byron Street then Broomhill 

Street. 

STONE Stephen, Private 11777, 20th Co., Labour Corps formerly 9805 

3rd Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers , Lincolnshire Regiment & 38073 East 

Yorkshire Regiment lived in Percy Street. 

STRAKER Alfred, Engineer, Mercantile Marine lived in the Wellwood 

Arms 
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STRAKER Charles Robert, Private 33094, 5th Bn., 

West Riding Regiment formerly 238188, 7th Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived at The Wynd then 

Scott Street. He was awarded a Military Medal. He 

fought and died in WWII, during which one of his 

sons suffered severe exposure at Dunkirk, another 

was in the Royal Air Force and a daughter was in the Women’s Auxiliary 

Air Force. 

STRAUGHAN Joshua, Leading Seaman TZ/4084, Hawke Bn., Royal 

Naval Volunteer Reserves lived in Gibson Street. 

STRAUGHAN William, Private 13418, 13th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Gibson St. then Victoria Street then Prospect Pace. 

SUMMERELL Laurence, Private 31629, 3rd/4th Grenadier Guards lived 

in Percy Street then Leazes Street. 

SURTEES Henry Gladstone, 57092 Labour Corps formerly 57470 West 

Riding Regiment lived in Marine Road. He was reported as a Prisoner of 

War. 

TAYLOR James, Private 49885, 1st/8th Kings Liverpool Regiment lived 

in Blackwood Street. 

TAYLOR Lancelot Davidson, Private 23/1264, 23rd Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers attached TR5/59094 84th Training Reserve & 3rd Bn., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Greenfield Terrace. He was reported 

wounded in action at Albert in July 1916. 
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TAYLOR Rowland George (Ronald?), Private 011573, Army Ordnance 

Corps lived in King Edward Street. 

TEASDALE Henry Fall, Corporal 242205, 1st/5th Welsh Regiment 

transferred 824 & 212882 20th Bn., Rifle Bde. lived in First Avenue, then 

Byron Street. 

TEMPLE John, Private 3136, 36th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

transferred Northern Foreign Services Bn., & 22nd Provisionals lived in 

Percy Street. 

TERNENT Thomas Alexander, Able Seaman TZ/408, Hood Bn., & 2nd 

Reserve Bn., 63rd Div., Royal Naval Division also 989020 Motorman 2nd 

class lived in John Street. He was awarded a Meritorious Service Medal. 

THIRTLE Edward, Private 1045, 19th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived 

in Edwin Street. 

THOMPSON James w., Bombardier 32832, Royal Field Artillery lived in 

Wellwood Street then King Edward Street. 

THOMPSON John Anderson, Stoker 2nd class, ‘Pembroke II’, Royal 

Navy lived in Wellwood Street then King Edward Street. 

THOMPSON Joseph Valentine Beckett, Private M2/265465, 819 th M.T. 

Coy., Army Service Corps lived in Leazes Street then Turner Street. 

TINDAL Elliott Donald Gillis, Gunner 362814, 306 th Seige Bty., Royal 

Garrison Artillery lived in Middleton Street then Northumbria Terrace. 
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TROBE Adam Tomlinson (Addie), Army Cyclists Regiment lived in 

Newburgh Street. 

TUCK Benjamin Francis, Private 397868, 786th Area Employment Co., 

Labour Corps formerly 103847 43rd Garrison Bty., 10th Coy., Royal 

Fusiliers & 45543 8th Bn., Yorkshire Regiment lived in Church Street then 

Leazes Street. 

TUCK George, Somerset Light Infantry lived in Church Street then 

Leazes Street. 

TUCK James, Sergeant 1072, 7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers & 21st 

Provisional Bn. lived in Church Street. 

TUCK Robert Edward, Bugler 632565, Royal Army Medical Corps & 20 th 

Bn., London Regiment lived in Queen Street. 

TUCK William, Signaller/ Boatman 152904, H.M.S. ‘President IV’, Royal 

Navy lived at the Coastguard Station. 

TULLY John Thomas, Private 20/1522, 2nd Garrison Bty., 

Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Coquet Street. 

TULLEY John Thomas, Driver 214842, Royal Garrison Artillery lived in 

Northumbria Terrace. 

TURNBULL Arthur, New Zealanders lived in Henderson Street. 



 

 158 

TURNBULL George, Signaller 1908, 29th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers 

transferred 84th ‘C’ Coy., Training Reserve formerly 4359 & 146248 395th 

Siege Bty., Royal Garrison Artillery lived in Links End Farmhouse. 

TURNBULL James William, Private 13865, Depot, Royal Marines lived 

in George Street then Church Street. 

URPETH John Wedderburn, Sapper 143331, 82nd Field Coy., Royal 

Engineers lived in Acklington Road then King Edward Street. He was 

awarded a Military Medal (14/05/1919). 

WADE John Thomas, 2nd 113563, no 5 T.D.S., Motor Transport lived in 

Queen Street. 

WADE Norman, Private S/25806, Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders lived 

in Albert House. 

WADE Robert Joshua, Private 492450, 412th Agricultural Coy., Labour 

Corps lived in Queen Street. 

WAKE James William, Private 584261, 487th Agricultural Coy., Labour 

Corps formerly 45155 York Regiment lived at Gloster Hill. 

WAKE John Cuthbertson, Private 315317, 4th Reserve Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Station Cottages then Church Street. 

WAKE Robert Henry, Private 1134, 1st/7th Northumberland Fusiliers 

lived in Railway Cottages. 
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WALLACE James, Private 1342, Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

North Street. 

WARD Harry Tindale, Private 292057, 2nd/7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers formerly 4/7149 & 7/7132 lived in Newburgh Street then Edwin 

Street. 

WARDLE John George, Private 2807, 6th Bn., (3rd Supply Coy.) 

Northumberland Fusiliers & R/4/069532 Remounts, Army Service Corps 

lived in Broomhill Street. 

WARDROPE Gavin, Private 72402, Machine Gun Corps formerly 1478, 

1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Church Street. He was 

reported as a Prisoner of War in June 1918. 

WATSON James, Private 31498, 3rd Bn., Grenadier Guards lived in 

Gibson Street then Lambs Terrace. 

WEALLENS William John, Stoker K/3662, H.M.S. ‘Princess Royal’, 

Royal Navy lived in Newburgh Street. 

WEDDELL Alexander, Private 28072, 47th Labour Corps formerly 35354 

Lincolnshire Regiment lived in Newburgh Street then Edwin Street. 

WEDDELL John, Sergeant 1/1 Northumberland Hussars lived in 

Newburgh Street. He was awarded a Military Medal- whilst reconnoitring 

at Epney, Somme he found out that 1000 yards of the front had no-one 

in it and the regiment he was attached to - The Black Watch-would be 

enfiladed. They had lost all connection and by his actions a connection 
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with the other line was made, thus preventing what might have been a 

very serious matter for the British troops as the Germans might have 

come through the gap and turned on their flanks. (04/1920). 

WELSH David, Royal Army Medical Corps lived in Bede Street. 

WHITE Adam John, Driver 281151, Motor Transport, Army Service 

Corps lived at the Wellwood Arms. 

WHITE Henry Copeland, M2/166667, Caterpillar, Army Service Corps 

lived in King Edward Street. 

WHITE Robert James, Stoker J65481 lived at the Wellwood Arms 

WHITE Thomas, Corporal 45662, 17th Bn., Essex Regiment lived at the 

Wellwood Arms 

WHITTLE James, Gunner 203766, 124th Seige Bty., Royal Garrison 

Artillery formerly 174560 210th Seige Bty. lived in Wellwood Street. He 

was reported gassed in March 1918. 

WIGGHAM Samuel, Private 32913, Royal Dublin Fusiliers formerly 

721054 & 129395 Yorks & Lancashire Regiment lived in Victoria Street. 

WILLIAMSON Edward H., Private 291112, 7th Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Radcliffe then Percy Street. 

WILLIAMSON Thomas, Rifleman C/1003, 16th Bn., Kings Royal Rifles 

lived in Dandsfield Place, Radcliffe 
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WILSON John, Private 73359, 6th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers (3rd 

Supply Coy.) lived in Second Avenue. 

WILSON John, Private 2726, 6th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Second Avenue. He was reported wounded in action in June 1927. 

WILSON Thomas Edward, Petty Officer CT133421, ‘President IV., 

Royal Navy lived in the Coastguard Station. 

WINTRIP Edward A.B., Able Seaman TZ/3029, Anson Bty., Royal Naval 

Volunteer Reserves lived in Turner Street. He was awarded a Military 

Medal (06/10/1918). 

WINTRIP John, Sergeant 696, 4th Reserve Bn., Northumberland 

Fusiliers lived in Turner Street. 

WOOD Robert, Lance Corporal 5302, 16th Bn., Army Cycle Corps lived 

in Gordon Street. 

WOOD William Thomas, Gunner 195695, 126th H.B., Royal Garrison 

Artillery lived in George Street. 

WOOLVEN Henry Ernest, Coastguard lived in the Coastguard Station. 

WRIGGLESWORTH John Thomas, Private 48552, 1st Reserve 

Garrison, Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry lived in Cement Houses. 

WRIGGLESWORTH Robert John, Private 31539, 3rd & 5th Grenadier 

Guards lived in Middleton Street. 
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WRIGGLESWORTH William Patrick, Private S4/128265, 25th L. C. Co., 

Army Service Corps formerly 59028 Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Middleton Street. 

WRIGHT Henry Tait, Corporal 46441, ‘A’ Coy., 39th Bn, Machine Gun 

Corps lived in Edwin Street. 

WRIGHT James, Private 26235 2nd Bn., Grenadier Guards lived in Edwin 

Street. He was reported wounded in action in September 1918. 

WRIGHT Robert, Private 39258, 5th Bn., Kings Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry lived in Edwin Street. 

YEAMAN John, 5th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in Queen Street. 

He was reported wounded in action in 1916 when he lost a knuckle after 

being buried under rubble and at Passchendaele in 1917 when he was 

shot in the shoulder and neck. He was sent to Alnwick camp to recover 

and whilst there met his future wife, Flora, who had enlisted in Lady 

Londonderry’s Own- the forerunner of the Women’s Army. 

YOUNG Adam, Private 26422, Works Coy., Durham Light Infantry 

formerly 2939 6th Coy., Liverpool Regiment & 60844 308th Labour Coy., 

Royal Engineers & 171290 307th (HS) Works Co., Labour Corps & 

Pioneer WR261790 ROD, Royal Engineers lived in Church St. 

YOUNG Albert Hall, Private 102747, 5th Bn., Durham Light Infantry lived 

in Greensfield Terrace. 
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YOUNG Andrew, Private 242278, 6th Bn., Duke of Wellingtons (West 

Riding) Regiment formerly 1st/7th Bn., Northumberland Fusiliers lived in 

Woodbine Street. He was reported wounded in action in August 1917. 

YOUNG Francis Matthew, Private 202974, 10th Garrison Bn., Rifle 

Brigade, London Regiment lived in Panhaven Road. 

YOUNG John, Private 202973, 20th Garrison Bn., Rifle Bde., London 

Regiment lived in Second Avenue. 

YOUNG John William, Driver 174264, 22nd. Div., Royal Engineers 

formerly 69th Northumbrian Coy., Royal Engineers lived in Albert Street. 

YOUNG Robert, Sapper 282254, Signal Service, Royal Engineers lived 

in Dovecote Street then Henderson Street. 
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Between the Lines - Amanda E. Winn 

Just a note to say Hello Mam, to let you know I’m doing fine  

The other lads are all good blokes, Mam, tell daft jokes to pass the time  

The socks you sent and me big thick coat, Mam, keep us warm doon the front 

line  

But I’m really looking forward to coming home, Mam, to rest me eyes on your 

big Mam’s smile  

  

Between the lines, Mam, read deep and this you’ll find  

That between the lines there’s no just cause to hide behind  

Between the lines, each mother’s son nowhere to hide  

And between the lines is where the young men fall and die  

  

Been a while now, since I wrote, Mam, not much to say, each day’s a day in the 

mire  

I see your face sometimes in the smoke, Mam, soft and kind your eyes shine 

on me your child  

In me dreams you sing your melodies of hope, Mam, and when I wake just for 

a while that hope is mine  

And then I’m sure I’ll be coming home Mam, you’ll guide me back with your big 

Mam’s smile  

 

Between the lines, Mam, read deep and this you’ll find  

That between the lines there’s no just cause to hide behind  

Between the lines only darkness survives  

‘Cos between the lines is where the young men fall and die  
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I’m so scared and I’m all alone, Mam, daren’t go to sleep but I’m so tired  

They sent us over, made us go, Mam, said “Keep your heed doon, don’t look 

back, go to the fire”  

Can’t feel me legs and the lads are all gone, Mam, I’m all ripped up and now I’m 

caught on the wire  

And I don’t think I’ll be coming home, Mam, I’ll see no more your big Mam’s 

smile 

  

Between the lines, Mam, read deep and this you’ll find  

That between the lines there’s no just cause to hide behind  

Between the lines, when fighting’s done, red fields remind  

That between the lines is where the young men fell and died  

I don’t think I’ll be coming home Mam, and there’ll be no more of your big Mam’s 

smile 

Between the Lines© Amanda Elizabeth Winn, July 2018  
Written to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1 
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Appendix - Definitions 
 

Blacksmith’s Striker: Employed to assist the blacksmith making all the 

metal items needed by the mine. The blacksmith would heat the iron 

then hold it over the anvil for the striker to hit it a heavy blow with a 

sledgehammer. A very heavy job requiring a strong man. 

Coal Putter: This job was to transport the coal from the coal face to the 

bottom of the mine shaft usually using tubs which were pushed along 

rails or pulled by pit ponies 

Coal Screener: Men who pass the coals over the conveyor belts into the 

waggons, and take stones, slates, brasses etc. out. 

Coal Teemer: This job was to guide the coal from the trucks on the 

staithes into the chutes going down to the ship’s holds for transportation. 

Coal Trimmer: This job was the responsibility for all coal handling tasks 

starting with the loading of the coal into the ship and ending with the 

delivery of the coal to the stoker. They also shifted coal in the bunkers 

to ensure that the ship remained properly balanced. 

Colliery Banksman: The man responsible for loading and unloading 

items and men from the cage at the pit top and signaling it is ready to go 

down again. 

Colliery Deputy: An underground official managing and ensuring the 

safety of a pit area. 
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Donkeyman: This is the crew member whose job it is to deal with the 

operation and maintenance of any and all assorted machinery other than 

the ship's main engines. While other information says his duties would 

include assisting with the main engines. While at sea, donkey engines 

could be used to operate the anchor windlass and bilge pumps. He could 

also be called on to perform the duties of Fireman or Greaser and it was 

not unusual for the Donkeyman to do watch duties. A 'Jack of All Trades' 

as one might say. On some ships the "Donkey engine/boiler" could be 

used to supply emergency propulsion. Running steam engines was a 

dangerous job and that is where his real knowledge and skills was of 

great importance, even though there was down time while at sea. 

Enginewright: A person employed to build, maintain or repair steam 

engines   

Harbour Pilot: A boat pilot with specialised knowledge of the particular 

port. He guides large ships into the port through the deeper water 

channel avoiding the shallower flats. 

Heapkeeper: Person employed outside to store up the extracted coal 

dust into heaps- piles. 

Jobmaster: a man who lets horses and carriages 

Lighterman: a worker who operates a lighter, a type of flat-bottomed 

barge, which may be powered or unpowered. 
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Rolleywayman: He kept the rolleyway- a path high enough for a horse to 

walk along with the tubs of coal- in good repair so that no time was lost 

in getting the waggons in and out. 

Trapper: Usually boys around 8-11 years who operated the ventilation 

flaps at different parts of the mine. They worked up to eighteen hours a 

day from 2a.m., in solitude and darkness until someone passed with tubs 

of coal. Occasionally men who were no longer fully fit to work in the 

mines were employed on this very poorly paid job.   

 

  

 

Grateful thanks to Andrew Mounsey for the use of some                         

of his wonderful photographs included here.                         

www.andrewmounsey.com 

 

 

 

https://andrewmounsey.com/
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