
AMBLE TOWN COUNCIL – April 2017 

 
Chairs Signature……………………… 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Thursday 13 April 2017 at 6.00pm in the Town 
Council Office, Fourways 2, 6 Dilston Terrace, Amble. 
 

PRESENT: 
Cllrs J Dargue (Chair) R Arckless, T Barton, M Horn, H Lewis, Morrison, J Watson and C Weir with 

Miss E Brown, Town Clerk 
5 members of public were present. 
S Drew, Northumberland Youth Service, 1 member of the press and PC Donaldson from Northumbria 

Police  
For transparency purposes the Chair informed that the meeting was being recorded for administrative 
purposed.  

      Action 

218. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – None. 
 
219. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None. 
 
220. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: (maximum 15 minutes in total)  

PC Donaldson – Some crimes in the Amble area in the past month, thefts from sheds and 
outbuildings, damage to motor vehicles and thefts from boats. Crime prevention advice for 
vehicles was available to provide guidance.  PC Donaldson was going to attempt to get 
advice printed in the Ambler. 
Cllr Weir queried a stolen post box - resident Mrs Little informed that this had been 
removed by the Post Office and there had been a notice stating so for some weeks prior to 
the removal. 
Cllr Watson requested some police presence towards the beach in the evenings as youths 
had moved to this area with the warmer nights. 
Mr Drew had been at Amble Youth Project every Friday night for a number of weeks. 
There has been a drop in numbers recently, so he proposed to do some outreach and 
detached work on behalf of Amble Youth Project and the Youth Service. Members 
welcomed this as being very positive. 
Mrs L Little – Litter bins and housing.  With weekends getting busier the litter bins could do 
with being emptied more frequently as they do not appear to be emptied until a Monday 
morning and people dump litter next to full bins.  Mrs Little referred to Alnwick bin 
emptying schedule and queried the criteria for emptying discrepancies between the two 
towns.  Cllr Lewis informed that Alnwick may have a SLA in place and went on to provide 
details of the Amble SLA which commenced that very day which should see more frequent 
emptying over the busy summer months.  Mrs Little requested a bin from the bottom of 
Links Avenue be relocated nearer the Lord Mayor’s Field and would like Council to 
consider another between the caravan park and the Harbour Co-op.  
The numbers and positioning of bins would continue to be monitored in the future. 
She was concerned about all the housing development in various stages of the planning 
process including those rumored. NCC had stated that they had already reached their 
affordable housing target of 1000 in Amble, Shilbottle and Embleton, yet the plan saw 
1414 houses proposed of which 129 were to be affordable. This would be an estimated 
40% increase in population size if all of these developments were approved and was a 
great concern.  Mrs Little was informed of the planning meeting due to be held on 25 th 
April at which this would be better placed for discussion. 
Cllr Watson suggested an open meeting to the public, Cllr Dargue informed that the 
Annual Parish meeting would be held on 10th May and this would likely be a hot topic on 
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the agenda.  
Mrs Watson queried advertising of meetings. Mrs Watson felt every planning meeting 
should be advertised in the press; however members felt that to avoid discrimination this 
would have to be done for every application and the cost would be tremendous. All 
meetings would be advertised in the town noticeboards, on the council website and social 
media.  Those on the public circulation list would be automatically sent the agenda.  
Mr Walters raised his concerns about the development on Acklington Road and the effect 
on highways with congestion, the Town Council shared these concerns and were 
addressing them within the planning process. 
Mrs Watson informed that Dandsfield Square was particularly bad with litter. 
Ms Willis asked if there were any updates the Council could share on the proposed 
housing developments.  Cllr Lewis informed that the Town Council held a very full and 
frank meeting with one of the developers (Hauxley View and Percy Drive) who informed 
that the scheme delivery timetable planned a 15 year phased development. 
 
221.: BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE 

221.1: Notice of Uncontested election; The Clerk informed that Amble Town Council 
wards were uncontested and that following signing of declaration off acceptance of Office 
and confirmation to adhering to the Code of Conduct the following would form the new 
Council. 
Amble Central; Jane Dargue, Martin Horn and Kate Morrison 
Amble East; Helen Lewis, Ian Parks and Craig Weir, 
Amble West Ward; Ian Hinson, Tracey Hinton and Jeff Watson. 
221.2: Statement of persons nominated; Amble County Division and Amble West with 
Warkworth County Division for information.  Cllr Lewis informed that she had been told 
that Mrs Watson’s election leaflet did not make it clear that she had been a parish 
councillor elsewhere and this could be interpreted that she was an Amble Councillor. 
 
221. MINUTES: TOWN COUNCIL  

221.1: The minutes of the meeting held 9th March 2017 were agreed with several 
amendments. Whilst it was noted that the Amenities meeting was advertised to take place 
on 23rd March it was acknowledged that the meeting was actually held 30 th March. 
 
222. CLERK’S REPORT:  

The Council noted the contents of the report and considered actions where necessary. 
222.1: Query on number of houses built in Amble since 2011 – Council tax department 
could not provide number so FOI request submitted however the response was no clearer 
than originally obtained.  Cllr Lewis informed that ARCH had more accurate data stating 
that 383 houses in Amble were built or approved and 482 for Amble and Warkworth April 
2009- October 2016. 
222.2: Notes of Parking & Traffic Flow meetings held 22 March – the notes were 
circulated for information. 
222.3: Repairs to War Memorial – retrospective approval of agreement was requested for 
contracting Mr Blackett-Ord to formulating the specification of work including drawings 
and contracted information to put the work out to tender and over see the tender. This 
was unanimously agreed.  The tenders were expected to be advertised at the same time 
as submitting a grant request in order to submit an application in time for the 30 th June 
deadline. 
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222.4: Website refresh – A date of 15th May for going live was being aimed at.  Cllr 
Dargue raised the idea of having ‘amble.gov.uk’ email addresses for Councillors. The 
Clerk was asked to look at where this fit into the Transparency Act and then trialed for 
those who agreed. 
222.5: Togston Square Plaque – The logistics of attaching to the wall were being worked 
out. 
222.6: SLA agreement costs query – The Clerk was waiting on this query being 
answered. 
222.7: Amble WI grant – The hi-vis waistcoats were in the process of being ordered. 
222.8: Report of litter pick – Held on a beautiful day 12 bags of rubbish were collected 
and it was again well attended. 
222.9: Tree preservation order query - No response or acknowledgement had been 
received although it was noted that the Tree Officer may have left employment. 
222.10:  Northumberland County Council Stakeholder Survey. This survey had been 
completed by the Chair and Clerk. 
222.11: improving awareness of Community Access Defibrillators – Cllr Lewis had written 
an article for the newsletter advertising the locations of the defibrillators.  It would be 
queried whether locating a defibrillator at the Harbour would be within the catchment area 
via the Stephen Carey Fund. 
222.12: letter to NCC regarding parking – This had been sent following amendments. 
222.13: Prioritising and organising 'town' requests – This had been discussed. 
222.14: Neighbourhood planning meeting date – A meeting was being arranged for the 
Members to discuss and gather information on this issue with David English. 
222.15: Homes for Northumberland Community Day - Tuesday 11th April 2017 – The 
Council were made aware of this at short notice and the Clerk attended with Councillor 
Lewis.  The attendance was poor but this could have been due to the school holidays.  A 
pre-made board with Council crest and responsibilities would be priced for attendance at 
any future events. 
 
223. CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS and REPORT:  

To receive the communications and report of the Chairman pertaining to Council 
Business: 
223.1: Cllr Dargue – read out her report. A busy month in the midst of the election 
season.  In March I attended a preview of the Bailiffgate exhibition of Harry Potter artwork 
on behalf of the Council  The exhibition lasts until mid June and showcases original 
illustrations from the new illustrated  edition of J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone, illustrated by Jim Kay. The exhibition has been put together by 
Seven Stories: The National Centre for Children’s Books in Newcastle, and Bloomsbury 
Children’s Books. A talk about the exhibition was given by the CEO of Seven Stories.  
Fascinating for me as a fan of Harry Potter and through my work as valuer at Barter 
Books. I'd definitely recommend everyone to go along and have a look. 
 
 Our Active Amble work continues with the running group moving from strength to 
strength. We now have our own social media page for RAmblers where members can 
arrange informal meet-ups to run together – this alongside the regular Monday meetings. 
The sessions led by Active Northumberland now include efforts training and a training run 
around Druridge Bay lake which forms the Druridge Bay Park Run course. This is still 
aimed at beginners and although we still have a core of about 15-20 regular members we 
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are looking to publicise this more widely. 
In between this there have been meetings addressing seasonal worth throughout the 
town as we head into holiday season, housing developments, working through the 
ongoing parking and traffic flow issues including the issue of the one-way system and our 
concerns relating to cycles being directed towards oncoming traffic through this busy 
area. 
Finally as I am sure everyone is aware, Amble Town Council had an uncontested 
election. We will be truly sorry to miss two members, Robert and Terry, who are standing 
down and I would like to record thanks for all their work and contributions to council. I am 
pleased to note that we will have a full council compliment with two new members who 
will be taking up the reigns in the newly formed council in May. 
Cllr Horn queried the future of Active Northumberland with the County Councillors due to 
cut backs.  Cllr Arckless informed that a restructure was underway driven by the financial 
situation although he did not know the financial details of it. Whilst there is a challenge the 
restructure is taking place to invest in services. He suggested contacting the Chief 
Executive Lorraine Dewison for further information. Cllr Dargue clarified that the running 
group was organised by Active Northumberland but this had come about from an initial 
request and discussion with the Town Council. 
223.2: Cllr Lewis – Vice Chair – WW1 working party met and Clllr Lewis has subsequently 
met with the WI.  She stated that as she received updates she would share them. 
 
224. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS: 

224.1: County Councillor Arckless circulated his report.  An electronic version would be 
available upon request.  He thanked the Town Council and wished all every success for 
the future. 
224.2: County Councillor Watson was still pursuing his query into the funding for JCSC 
and its whereabouts in the NCC budget.  He had been told that it is coming from general 
funds. 
Cllr Watson had agreed to give the residue of his Members’ small schemes (approx. 
£3000) to Amble Youth Project.  He noted the Youth Project was also the recipient of a 
designated community award from Co-operative to the amount of £2500. 
 
225. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES & 
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS: 
To receive the report of Councillors who represent ATC on outside bodies (Cllr Reports) 
225.1: Cllr Weir – Coastal Communities Team – Julia (ADT) had requested this report be 
discussed only in private due to sensitive information.  It was noted that the Economic 
Development Plan had been submitted in time. 
Cllr Weir had also attended the Amble Allotment Holders Society AGM and brought back 
a request for the town council to put a plinth in place for the seat to be installed on. The 
proposed location was to be determined.  It was agreed that the matter of the base 
should be deferred to the Amenities meeting. 
Cllr Horn – CoSH – A couple of arson events at the prison, nothing in Amble area.  No 
progress had been made on the Ask Angela Programme.  A safe week programme would 
be coming up shortly, Cllr Horn would circulate details.  The structure of the group was 
discussed.  
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226. FINANCIAL REPORT: (Finance) 

226.1: Payment vouchers 297 – 340 were agreed for payment and cheques signed. 
Receipt vouchers 128 - 171 were noted for information to 31st March. 
226.2: The bank reconciliation to date for information – An error of £677.24 was 
outstanding on the first draft of the year end bank reconciliation.  A list of unpresented 
cheques was also attached for information. 
226.3: The YTD was noted for information. 
226.4. Grant requests –  

a) Amble Boys Club – The Clerk informed that she had requested itemised costings 
and that the matter should be deferred to the May meeting.  Cllr Lewis wished to 
discuss this further in private. 

 
227.  AMENITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 

The minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Management Committee held 30th March 
had not yet been circulated. 
It was noted that the removal of wet pour, groundworks and installation of new wet pour 
would cost £10,700.  
 
228: PLANNING COMMITTEE 
228.1: For information- a report on planning decisions, planning matters pending and 

planning matters pending consideration during the month of April 2017 was received. 
228.2: The next meeting of the planning committee would be held on 25 th April 2017 at 
18.00 
228.3: Cllr Weir - personal report regarding planning for information – Cllr Weir informed 
that this was a personal report for information following the receipt of comments and 
noted that this was not an attempt to prejudge any future planning applications but could 
put in place a planned strategy.  This was accepted for information and for reference 
when discussing future planning applications. 
Following discussions with the developers, Members had collated some priorities points 
to pass on to the developers. 
 
229:  AGENDA ITEMS: 

229.1: To consider adoption of Honorary Freemen Policy – The policy had been 
circulated for amendments and consideration.  It was agreed that the time scale should 
be reduced to 15 years. The policy was proposed by Cllr Dargue, seconded by Cllr 
Arckless with a vote of 4 in favour and 4 against, the Chair used her casting vote to agree 
to adopt the scheme. 
229.2: Consideration of costs for print of WW1 Photo book – Cllr Lewis requested this be 
deferred to the May meeting. 
229.3: Consideration of petition regarding cycle route contra flow to one-way system – 
Cllr Lewis informed that when the group first started discussing parking and traffic flow 
issues in the town and came up with the one-way system it worked on the assumption 
that the national cycle route would be charged and this was always stressed from the 
beginning.  The Sustrans representative claimed that it was perfectly legal for cyclists to 
travel contraflow to vehicles yet the Members of the Parking Group (Town Councillors, 
Business representatives and Development Trust) all agreed that this was very much 
unsafe. 
As NCC had not received any complaints to the contra flow of cycles i t had been 
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suggested that letters of complaint regarding the contra flow be submitted to NCC and 
one had been sent signed by the Chair of the Council and the partner organisations on 
the Parking Group.  Cllr Lewis as a Member of the Parking Group had raised a petition 
with the support of the business community and asked for the support of the Town 
Councillors in petitioning.  
229.4: Consideration of Newspage content – Cllr Lewis had once again prepared the 
content which had been circulated.  Members agreed to the content and thanked Cllr 
Lewis for putting the information together. 
 
230.COMMUNICATIONS: 

230.1: JP North East - Northumberland Tourism Awards sponsorship request – 
Sponsorship packages ranged from £500-£5000 for the awards which would be launched 
at Alnwick Castle on 8th June. Members agreed that this was more of a corporate scheme 
and due to current financial constraints we would be unable to support this. 
230.2: CDALC - Neighbourhood Planning Event in Durham City – For information. 
230.3: Helena Golding - Parish Councillor Survey – This had been circulated. 
230.4: Temporary Traffic Regulation Order as follows: 93706 C99 Queen Street Amble – 
This overnight road closure on Queen Street was planned for the laying of the quick sets 
to mark the parking and loading bay areas. 
230.5: Hauxley Nature Reserve – The building will hopefully be finished off by the end of 
April. NWT will then spend May fitting out the building with the necessary equipment, 
landscaping the surrounding area and resurfacing the car park and access track as they 
have taken a bit of a battering from all the construction vehicles using the site.  
As the end is almost in sight NWT have an official opening date. The reserve and new 
visitor centre will be back open to the public from Saturday 24th June. This had been 
circulated. 
230.6: NALC Training Programme 2017 – The training progamme had been circulated to 
the existing Councillors but would need to be sent to the new Councillors, or printed off 
for welcome packs. 
230.7: M Bond – Amble postcards – Mrs Bond had some visitors from Wales who were 
looking for postcards to take back and they were quite surprised at the lack of anything 
nice which would depict Amble as it is now. She wondered if this was something the town 
council would look to commission.   
The Clerk had queried this with the Chair of the Business Club who ‘are very aware of the 
problem. Noting that there is one company that do postcards for this area and only has 
one of Amble, they have asked him to do more and they were very disappointed with the 
results. They are currently looking at printing their own, from our calendar competition 
entries, but it is very difficult buying them at competitive prices for one individual 
business. It is in hand though.’ It was suggested that the contact that was used for 
creating Puffin Postcards could be shared. 
230.8: Residents of Lindisfarne Road – Pest problems – The residents had complained 
about rats, possibly coming from the industrial estate or ground works from the 
Persimmons estate.  NCC pest control were looking into this problem. 
230.9: England Coast Path - South Bents to Amble - Report to Secretary of State – 
Members welcome the report but there is a gap between Leazes St and Coquet Street 
and that 2 of the paths at Paddlers Parks which are claimed to be Public Rights of Way 
but are actually ‘walked routes’.  A suggestion would also be included to walk them 
through the town square. 
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231. INFORMATION ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR CIRCULATION: 

The Council noted the information items. 
231.1: iNorthumberland March 2017 Newsletter 
231.2: NALC Transparency 30 March 2017 
231.3: CAN Enews: Free spring conference and rural housing 
231.4: NALC Enews 4 April 2017 
231.5: NALC -  Star Councils 2017 awards 
231.6: Events Committee notes 
 
232.  DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  
232:1 The next Meeting will be the Annual meeting of the Council on Thursday 11th May 
2017 at. 6.00pm. in the Town Council Office, Fourways 2, 6 Dilston Terrace followed by 

the monthly meeting. 
 
It was agreed that under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press 
and public will be excluded from the Meeting during consideration of the following items 
on the Agenda due to their sensitive nature and no recordings of proceedings shall take 
place. 
 
PUBLIC VERSION OF PRIVATE 
 
233: MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held 9th March 2017 were deferred to the May meeting as it had not 
been forwarded to Members. 
 

234: PRIVATE REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES & 
REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED BY MEMBERS AS PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS  
234.1: Town Liaison meeting held with Ruth Bendell – was due to take place next 

Wednesday. 
234.2: ADT– Cllr Weir - the minutes were to be circulated. 
234.3: Coastal Communities Team – The report was accepted for information. 

234.4: Cllr Lewis raised concerns about the status of a local charitable organisation  
 
Members agreed to suspend standing orders. 

 
235: AGENDA ITEMS 
235.1: CCTV update – Cllrs Dargue and Lewis met with the company and an amended price was 

submitted for an additional 3 cameras; Permissions requests were ongoing.  The 3 additional 
cameras were agreed. 

235.2: Update regarding potential disposal of land - A meeting had been arranged to be held 
on 19th May.  
235.3:  Pay review - following satisfactory appraisals - A working party would be set up after 

the May meeting of the Council. 
235.4: Consideration of future of TIC building – The Town Council were exploring possibilities 
for the future of the building. 

235.5: Letters regarding land and leases – The Clerk informed that she was no further forward 
with the letters, Cllr Lewis stressed the urgency of sending a letter. 
235.6: Priority points for Planners - brief pointers - It was agreed to circulate to Members and 

comments to be returned to Cllr Lewis within 7 days for collating. 

The meeting closed at 21.30 
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