Parking Meeting 23 September 2015

Notes of a Meeting to discuss Parking & Traffic Flow in Amble, Northumberland held at 14:00 on 23 September 2015 in The Town Council meeting room, Amble.

PRESENT: 
Craig Weir (CW) – Councillor, ATC
Julia Aston (JA) – Director, ADT

Helen Lewis (HL) - Councillor, ATC
Anne Burke (AB) – Amble Business Forum

Cllr Jeff Watson (JW) – Warkworth Parish Council/NCC

Ruth Bendell (ARB) – Infrastructure Manager, NCC

Neil Snowdon (NS) – Senior Programme Officer, NCC





                      Actions
	It was agreed CW would Chair the meeting with ARB/NS taking notes.   

1. Apologies for absence 
Lynne Ryan (LR) and Cllr Arckless (RA)

2. Minutes of the previous meeting 
The notes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record.
3. Matters Arising
Cllr Watson agreed to contribute to any required actions from the sign audit, he believed Cllr Arckless was also willing and the Town Council have also agreed to contribute.  This has been set out in the Town Council’s priorities for the LTP but they have asked that any issues they can pay for be done in advance of next year.
ARB to inform LTP team.

4. Traffic Regulation Orders

a) One-way system – NS talked through the draft consultation plan and the following issues were discussed:

There is an issue with parking on the junction between Leazes Street and Percy Road.  Discussions included NCC enforcement, police enforcement and introduction of double yellow lines.  The final solution will be investigated by the design team.
NS to pass on issue to design team

The Sustrans cycle route through Amble was discussed, in principle discussions have been held with Sustrans but the detail needs to be considered.  May require additional signage to ask cyclists to dismount in certain areas.
NS to seek guidance from Sustrans

There was a discussion about the parking issues on Lawson Street and George Street.  It was agreed to do a separate consultation asking the residents to consider whether they prefer to leave the streets with open parking, have time limited parking or have time limited parking alongside residents permits.  The consultation letter would need to specify exactly what the residents would get for each option and it would need to be clear that the Town Council, Development Trust, Business Forum and NCC are all in agreement that due to parking issues in the town a residents permit scheme alone would not be viable.
NS to draft letter for circulation to the group

Taxi bays on next to Tesco were discussed and NS explained that he was still waiting for a response from Public Protection
NS to chase Public Protection

It was noted that Tesco delivery vans are often parked inappropriately and cause an issue.  CEOs to monitor where possible and consider a letter to Tesco reminding them of their responsibility for delivery drivers to park in a considerate manner.
LR to discuss with local CEOs

The detail of the consultations was discussed and NS explained the difference between a consultation and canvassing feedback.  The following was agreed:

Queen Street – Experimental Order to be made permanent. No further consultation required. Decision Report needed, and permanent TRO required.

Percy Street – residents to be consulted
Lawson Street/George Street – residents to be consulted

One way system canvassing exercise – information notices to be displayed on site. 
NS to draft consultation information for issue and canvassing information for inclusion in the December Ambler



5. Signage Audit

Covered under Matters Arising
6. Any other business

The next meeting needs to have long term parking solutions as an agenda item.

There was a discussion about the mounded grassed area behind George Street and linking to Cartington Court.  NCC to investigate feasibility and likely cost.
ARB/NS to investigate issues and options

7. Next meeting – 21st October 2015 at 2pm 
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