
Annual report from Community Groups & Organisations  

Tiny Woods Academy Annual Report  - Activities from 2014 

2014 was quite a successful year for Tiny Woods Academy having started in July 2013, 2014 really was 

the year that Tiny Woods Academy took off. 

Tiny Woods Academy run weekly sessions on a Friday night at Stobswood Welfare and Saturday morning 

at Amble Welfare, for both boys and girls of all abilities between the ages of 4 to 13 years old, both 

sessions are well attended.  

Tiny Woods Academy hosted four successful football camps in the school holidays for children from the age of 4 to 13 year olds. 

Easter, Two Summer Camps and an Autumn Camp all proved to be a success. 

Tiny Woods Academy then secured four schools to deliver after school football coaching sessions. Amble Links First School, 

Acklington C of E First School, Tritlington C of E First School and Broomhill First School all linking up with Tiny Woods Academy. 

Tiny Woods Academy celebrated their one year anniversary with a football tournament where several first schools were 

invited. Amble Links First School, Acklington C of E First School, Broomhill First School, Tritlington C of E First School, Grange 

View First School and Red Row First School all accepted invitations from Tiny Woods Academy to participate in the tournament.  

Tiny Woods Academy have teamed up with The Stephen Carey Fund. We had a charity match between children and their 

parents to raise money for The Stephen Carey Fund and we raised a total of £430 which was a fantastic effort. In return we 

were handed a defibrillator over from The Stephen Carey Fund team and The Stephen Carey Fund have offered to provide 

training on how to use the defibrillator for the public at events in the near future. 

Tiny Woods Academy took part in the annual Amble Christmas Lights Parade. Something we would like to do again in 2015 as 

the coaches, children and parents had a wonderful evening getting into the festive spirit. 

In 2014 Tiny Woods Academy joined forces with Amble Community Team in order to refurnish the pavilion and develop the 

welfare for the local community. 

Plans for 2015 

Tiny Woods Academy aim for 2015 is to push on from our hard work of 2014 and expand the project by providing more sessions 

and schemes for the young children of this local community. 

We hope to offer more coaching sessions and schemes in Amble, also to host a football camp in the school holidays for children. 

This depends on the state of the welfare. 

Tiny Woods Academy also hope in the winter months, they can secure the gym on a Saturday morning and one night through 

the week for a reasonable price. We found this situation quite difficult in 2014. 

Tiny Woods Academy plan to secure funding and grants by submitting several applications. 

Tiny Woods Academy and Amble Community Team will continue to work hard as ever to make the welfare fit for purpose for 

the young children of this local community. 

 

Photographs of some of Tiny Woods’ activities follow. 
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COQUET CHURCHES TOGETHER 2014 
 
 
During 2014, Coquet Churches Together (CCT) organised and hosted a mix of ecumenical services and annual 
events, and sought to develop some new work in the area. 
 
Some of our services marked events during the year, Christian Unity, Women’s World Day of Prayer, Good 
Friday Witness in the Town Square, Christian Aid Week and Remembrance. We also held a Festival Service in 
September to celebrate the work of CCT in the area and hosted the annual Songs of Praise on the Little Shore 
in July, when we were again blessed with good weather and attracted a large gathering of both locals and 
visitors, who enjoyed singing to the accompaniment of the Bedlington Salvation Army Band. 
 
CCT hosted three Messy Churches in the Parish Hall, including one to coincide with the Puffin Festival. We 
also organised the Lent Lunches, where each member church hosts one lunch in the Parish Hall during the 
period of Lent. These lunches have been a regular feature of CCT activity for many years and remain as 
popular as ever. The theme of the Lunches was Commemoration and Reconciliation and we welcomed 
speakers from SSAFA, Warkworth and Amble RBL, Ashray, The Corymeela Community and the Sycamore 
Project. We were pleased to be able to donate £100.00 to each of these organisations from the proceeds of 
the Lunches. 
 
In August CCT welcomed a group of young Christians from a weekend camp at Seahouses and together we 
prepared and hosted a Tea Party for the over 60’s with entertainment. An ecumenical Christmas card , 
publicising church services in the town was produced and circulated to each household in the town, for the 
second year. 
 
During the year CCT participated in a number of Civic Events, including Remembrance in the Town Square, 
the WWI Commemoration Parade and Services and the Christmas Lights Parade in November. 
 
In 2014, CCT has continued to support the vital work of Amble Foodbank. In addition, a number of church 
members participated in Dementia Friendly Awareness training and CCT, along with other organisations and 
individuals, is now spearheading a move for Amble to become a Dementia Friendly Community. 



Amble Community Team Annual Report 
 
 
 

On the 30th August 2014 the Amble Community Team group was 
formed.  This was after 2 public meetings that raised the issue of the 
state of the welfare park.  The group has been correctly registered with 
bank account etc. 
 
The mission statement is to improve and enhance the facilities and 
environment of the town for the benefit of the whole community.   
We felt that this would allow the group to participate in any help that 
might be required in other areas of the town. 
 
We are indebted to the Town Council for the help and information provided in the setting up of our group. 
 
Our first fundraising opportunity was the August Bank Holiday 2014 at the harbour where we were provided with a table to sell 
goods donated by members of the group.  This resulted in an amount in the region of £200.  We have since been the recipient of 
money raised by town council in two raffles.  This has given us a base to work from. On a few odd Saturdays one of the committee 
also had a table at the indoor table top sales which we received donations of items to sell that have greatly boosted our funds too. 
 
Since then various funding bids have been made but none have been successful. We currently have an active funding bid through 
Aviva Insurance which is reliant on the community to vote for us to be successful. 
 
As a group we have also given the pavilion a good scrub.  There were many dirty pails of water and quite a lot of spiders but a sense 
of achievement at the end.  Whilst much of the pavilion was renovated, it is noted the shower area and painting of the interior was 
not completed.  This is the work that is urgently needed to complete, but to do this will need a larger amount of money than we 
have at the moment.  If this is done, then Tiny Woods would like to host football parties and holiday soccer camps which hopefully 
would generate some income for the upkeep, as well as being available for use for any other community groups. 
 
In addition, to the pavilion clean, various litter picks have been carried out, together with the clearing of weeds, branches and also 
the removal of the fence round what was the dog area.  The latter was organised by the Town Council with the fencing being used 
on the boundary between the main road and the park.   
 
For the remainder of this year the welfare will benefit from regular cuts and we will continue with litter picks and tidying up.  The 
welfare is now looking so much better and there have been many positive comments recently. 
 
After doing further research on the County Council web site, we discovered there is a Youth Worker who has previously had input in 
relation to the skate park.   Following a positive meeting with her and confirmation that she has access to people who can help with 
funding bids we will give her any support she needs to re-engage with the youths at the skate park and young people who use the 
park.   
 
The end of May also sees the Amble Puffin Festival and ACT are helping out Tiny Woods with their football tournament at the 
welfare by helping serve refreshments to the parents and children. 
 
Although not many people become actively involved, because there are 366 members on the Facebook page and the knowledge of 
how to use twitter, means that as a group we can help to promote events taking place in the town. 
 
Our priority aim at present is to continue to raise awareness of the needs for the welfare and to ensure that in due course that the 
necessary work required is done. 
 


